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Dolly Baaklini

WHAT DOES DHOUR SHWEIR MEAN TO ME

Dhour Shweir means a lot to me. It is the place
where | grew up, it is the place where all my
child hood memories still linger. | am so proud
to be born in this picture perfect village and | al-
ways teach my kids to be proud of where they
came from. If given a chance to choose a sym-
bol for Dhour Shweir I'll choose a pen, because
it symbolizes all the intellectuals that this little
Village gave to the world, and is still giving.

One day | asked my dad, Philippe Baaklini,
whose is in his eighties, God bless him, | asked
him why after all those years and having trav-
eled and lived almost in every part of the world,
why, come June of every summer, you want to
be in Dhour Shweir, he said; Itis because every
single house, stair, tree reminds me of my child-
hood, my parents my grandparents it reminds
me of where | use to play, of where | first worked
and you will never have this feeling anywhere
else in the world.

Dhour shweir will always be a beacon of light to
its surroundings. | hope its natural beauty will be
preserved for ever by eliminating over-building
and | hope one day | get to share with my grand-
kids the same beautiful memories my dad is
sharing with his grandkids now. Dhour shweir,
this little heaven on earth, that is part of God’s
heaven on earth, Lebanon, will always hold a
special place in my heart.
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"De'ntal Group

Experience the difference

$59 Dental Cleaning  $59
New Patient Special
4 X - Rays & Exam included
$ 595 Lumineers $ 595
$999 IV Sedation $999

4 Wisdom teeth extraction

$999 Implant $ 999

2600 Gessner Rd . # 226
Houston, TX 77080
Tel : 713-690-3368
www.instyledentalgroup.com



http://www.instyledentalgroup.com

Ay (g

Mediterranean Night Gala 2012 by
St. Anthony the Great,

Orthodox Christian Church.

St. Anthony the Great church hosted a fundraising
event at The Woodlands Resort & Conference Cen-
ter .Father Antonio Elbaba blessed the food and the
youth from the church presented several dabke
dances.The event was a great success and lasted
past midnight, and Lebanon Times Magazine gives its
best wishes to the church and has covered this whole
event...




Fr Gabi Karam ,Fr Anthony Baba *

e

Dr Fadi & Layal Alsaghbiri
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WWW. shawarmaklngonllne com

3121 Hillcroft at Richmond, Houston ,TX 77057 tel :713 784 8882 /fax : 713 784 0686
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Do you think Harris County is ethnically a diversified
county and how would you capitalize on it?
Obviously without a doubt, Harris is the third largest in-
ternational core community in the United States behind
New York and Los Angeles. | have always had incredible
respect for the international community .| worked hard
over my years in public office, and as a Houston police
officer to respect and engage members of the interna-
tional community. | want the reputation of Houston Harris
county to be a positive one abroad... | have built a very
active relationship with the members of the various con-
sulate officers. We meet on a regular basis. We had the
first SIKH and Pakistani American deputy in Harris
County. We need to encourage other members of the
community to join the sheriff's dept.

How would you encourage people from different eth-
nic backgrounds to join the sheriff dept.?

I call myself the chief recruiter. | am always engaging
the community to encourage people to look to the sher-
iff's office. This is why | try to attend various events in
various segments in the community . | visit a mosque, a
temple and various churches .1t is important that | partici-
pate in the various celebrations. They need to see that it
is important to me, and my employees need to know that
it is important to me. That is a message that is crystal
clear from the very top .| don’'t want my employees to
have the attitude that just because you are from a differ-
ent part of the world, or because you speak with an ac-
cent, or your pigmentation looks a little different that this
should be a reason to look at you differently .That was
the attitude in the past and | don’t want this to be the atti-
tude of the future.My vision is to build a very contempo-
rary cultural awareness program that the sheriff’s office
never seen. | will always serve my community.

Which cheek you will kiss first when you win?
I will for sure kiss my wife and my daughter first because
they are my biggest supporters.

The Spectator

By Editor in Chief

What about you my Arabic fellow? Are you
watching what's happening around you in
the United States of America??

What are you waiting for to participate in a
local political decision-by voting? Or, that
your voice will remain the voice of the
voiceless?

You Arab- American, Didn’'t you learn yet
how other communities control the local po-
litical decisions and the decisions of the de-
velopment and economic situations, and
how they are going all the way to the White
House?? Then what are you waiting for!!!
Didn’t you learn yet!!!!

Dear Arab spectators!!

Why not be as other communities?! Who
carved their respect and their influence on
American political and social decision
through their votes?

Why you don’t contribute to support the po-
litical Candidate materially and morally.
Encouraged your children to enter the mu-
nicipality as the Prosecutor. Encouraged
them to enter the police academy. Being a
police officer is of the most honorable occu-
pations. Encouraged them to run for Office,
for mayor, for senate, for congress. Raise
your Arabic countries names very high and
tell the American society we're not specta-
tors. We are sons of civilization. We con-
tribute to the economy and we are building
this country. We offer our offerings to the
country in which we have received the citi-
zenship. We contribute in every domain.
We are ambassadors for our Countries and
Families. Vote with them. As Christ said:
“Be white or black, gray is not clear”. And
Imam Ali said, be hot or cold, lukewarm is
not yearn for.

Today, Arabs, %/ou have a golden oppor-
tunity is the 6™ of November. Don’t lose
this opportunity but consider it.. Take a
decision. Even if you dropped a white
paper..

Don't be a spectator. So you will be out
of the decision. And the gap for other.



what two things you will implement to keep
Harris County safe?

Today we speak through our technology. We
probably text more than we talk, so today we have
an application for that, it is the IWATCH Harris

county free mobile phone app. . People can
download it to their smart phones, and text into us
anonymously or not, things they are concerned
about in their community. We are getting an in-
credible amount of information regarding drug traf-
ficking, suspicious activity, gang activity. People
can send us pictures and videos, and it cost the
people of Harris County zero dollars. The bad
guys are paying for it and we are using funds from
their seized assets The second thing is mental
health, and it is a big challenge in our community,
as we seen in Wisconsin and Colorado where is-
sues evolving the mentally ill can create extreme
public safety concerns. | have built the crisis inter-
vention response team where three deputies work-
ing alongside mental health professionals, are able
to engage people that are going through a mental
health crisis, and get them plugged into the right
services ,so that they will not be of danger to the
community .This program is less than one year old
and already we have kept over 165 people from
having to be arrested just so they can get the
proper help treatment.

What do 287g program mean for immigrants?

For immigrants who don’t want to play by the
rules, for immigrants who want to put a knife or a
gun to your throat .For immigrants that want to join
gangs or trafficking people or drugs and launder

money . 287g can be a big problem for them be-
cause it is a process by which when you are ar-
rested everyone that comes to the county jail will
be screened by my employees and if we find that
you have a questionable immigration status be-
cause you have been arrested we will turn you
over to ICE, and let them determine what should
happen to this individual. We don’t encourage our
employees to look at people differently because
they look different. We are focused on those who
are committing crimes.

What do you know about Human trafficking in
Houston?

Human trafficking has been a challenge for us for
many years .One of the first places | visited after
becoming a sheriff was with the state department
because | knew that human trafficking was a prob-
lem for our community. | visited them because |
knew they deal with these issues on a global
level .Today we make sure that we are looking for
clues. IWATCH Harris County helps to point us in
the direction where human trafficking organiza-
tions maybe are. It is also important for me that |
am training every deputy how to identify the issues
of how someone could be involved in human traf-
ficking because we need to make sure that we are
all paying attention to all aspects, and not just
leaving it to one group of investigators .When | got
here we only had four deputies assigned to a hu-
man trafficking task force. Four guys is not enough
for our Harris county, so now very soon | will have
nearly 4000 employees trained on human traffick-

ing.
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| was able to save
59 million

Interviewed by Julia Nader & Sam Jaoude .

Why did you decide to run for sheriff again?
When | decided to run for sheriff initially back in
2008, it was because | saw that the sheriff office
had been running to the ground, there was incredi-
ble controversy, there was civil right violations, and
waste of tax payer money. There was distrust and
tension between the sheriff's office and members
of the community. | didn’t agree with it, so | asked
the permission of the tax payers of Harris County to
elect me as a sheriff and they did. What | am ask-
ing for today is the permission to be reelected be-
cause we had an incredible success in my first
term as a sheriff. When | became a sheriff the
budget was 56 million dollars over budget but last
year after instituting strict business disciplines. Try-
ing to run the sheriff's office as much as you can
like a business, and working with the attitude of
being responsible for people’s money we came in 3
million dollars under budget .That a savings of 59
million dollars for the TAX payers money since |
became a sheriff. We work hard to build relation-
ships with all the communities.

How are you planning to cultivate lasting part-
nerships with the local communities?

We will continue to build the relationships that we
started now. We are working with young people.
We now have the largest police explorer program
in the state of Texas, where young people between
the ages of 14 and 21 can be mentored by depu-
ties to hope to become deputies. We try to engage
everybody. We built a lot of programs to improve
on our engagement, and we will continue to do
more.
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four officers helping and only one human trafficking guy han-
dling this big problem.

Do you think that Harris County is ethnically a diversified
county, and how would you capitalize on it?

Yes absolutely diversified, Houston for the last twenty years
has been a multicultural society in the county. You can see
the Arabic community open up, and you have the up and com-
ing Lebanese. It is a good thing if we can all work together for
the benefit of the community itself. As | mentioned earlier,
reaching out to the different communities, developing friend-
ship. Usually the first generation it is hard to get to, because
they are always suspicious but usually the second generation
opens up. So we have to break down these barriers and make
them trust the system.

How would you encourage people from different ethnic
backgrounds to join the sheriff dept.?

Again that’'s all part of recruiting and human service depart-
ment. We have a regional academy in Harris County and it
has been treated like it was a classroom for 5 people. They
have not run a full time class tutor to be police officers. How
can you reach out to any community if you are not utilizing
what you have? We can open this center to train other coun-
ties and this will bring some revenue to open up the center
and start recruiting.

How many voters there are in Harris County?

In this election it will be bigger than any other election. You
will see close to 300,000 people in this election easily. It will
be a big republican run even bigger than when Reagan won.

If you win the election what would you promise the Arabic
community?

I will be fair with everyone and follow the law .Also love to be
in your magazine, and get the votes of you community.
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| feel people can trust me, and this gives me the
ability to work with different cultures.

What two things you will implement to keep
Harris County safe?

With the downturn of the economy you have to be
smarter than we did ten years ago, so the first
thing we have to do is to go to data driven policing,
and this started in New York City. It held the com-
manders accountable and they received the data
about where the crime is coming from, and the
trends and once a week they will meet and discuss
what they have you done to stop it. Over the years
they have developed software that is cheap, and
you can use to watch real time for trends. We can-
not stop all crimes but we can cut it by 30 percent.
The second thing is to use the reserve division that
means for 16 hours a month they will patrol with-
out additional cost to the county .We need to clean
it up and not turn it to a country club. We need to
train them again. Our deputies are way over-
worked and always underpaid.

what do 287g program mean for immigrants?

The program started under the Bush administra-
tion and Harris County has a version of it and in
2008 | lobbied to get it to Harris County and Sheriff
Tommy Picked it up only in the jail. A 2879 trained
officer by immigration department ICE. They can
access the info to see if immigrants are here le-
gally or illegally. The program should have been
expanded to the streets but it never did. President

Obama cut the funding for this program they tried
to switch it over to secure communities program.
They shut down completely this program and
there is no new funding to expand to the street. If
you have it you can use it but if not than it will be
hard to adopt due to lack of funding. You cannot
pull someone if you suspect he is illegal but you
can if he is breaking the law.

How would the 287g program help our county?
Right now our hospital systems are overrun and
the money we are spending more money than we
are taking in. Money spent on illegal immigrants is
becoming a burden on our county. The program
with sheriff department is very black and white. It
is the law. If you are illegally here you get re-
ported to ICE and ICE takes over after that.

What do you know about human trafficking in
Houston?

Human trafficking boils down to sex slave
trade .Houston is a hub for the sex slave trade,
probably the largest in the country. Many massage
parlors are mainly a prostitute houses. These
places continue to move around and it is a big
problem with Asian and Hispanics .They are
treated very horribly. It is a US problem to and of-
cource a Harris problem .We have to rely on fed-
eral data and help in order to make these investi-
gations work. We have to rely on other agencies
too in order to manage this problem. In the sheriff
office we have only four officers helping and only



Republican for Harris
County Sheriff

| want to make a
change , But also

Interested In other
cultures

Interviewed by Julia Nader & Sam Jaoude .

WHY DID YOU DECIDE TO RUN FOR SHER-
RIF?

| was there for 18 years, and | decided to run for
sheriff to boost the moral, and get it to move in
the right direction. | was endorsed by the Bay-
town and Pasadena police officers unions ,and
state fraternal order of police.

HOW ARE YOU PLANNING TO CULTIVATE
LASTING PARTNERSHIPS WITH THE LOCAL
COMMUNITIES?

| am very proud of my heritage | am both Irish
and German. But also interested in other cul-
tures and this is why | think | get along with the
Lebanese and Muslim Arabic. | am very in-
trigued by different cultures and | like to learn
more about them. Where Lebanese people
come from is the true seed of humanity. We all
started from around there. History is something
that | always enjoyed. As a young deputy | was
always involved in a lot of programs that help
families how to integrate. | was the first instruc-
tor in the state that taught the women how to
defend themselves from rape. Today they call it
secure communities and secure homes.
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