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كان ھناك رئیس لأحدى الأدیѧرة یѧُدعѧى أبѧونѧا الѧریѧّس ، وكѧان لѧدَیѧھ                    
شمّاس یعیش معھ في الدَیر ، وكان أبونا الریّس لجوج وأوامره التي   
تسقط على رأس الشمّاس لا تنتھي ، فكان من الصباح حتѧى الѧمѧسѧاء      

 : یُطلق الأوامر على مدار الدقائق ، فكان یستیقظ صباحاً لیقول 

 یا شمّاس ھل أحضرت الترویقة ؟ -                   

 یا شمّاس ھل حضّرت الغداء؟  -                  

 یا شمّاس ھل غسلت الغسیل ؟ -                  

 یا شمّاس ھل نظّفت الصحون؟ -                  

 یا شمّاس ھل كویت الثیاب؟ -                  

 یا شمّاس ھل مسحت الأرض؟ -                  

أمѧرك یѧا    :  فكان الشمّاس المسكین یبلع بریقھ وینفѧّذ الأوامѧر ویѧقѧول          
ولیلاً یرتمي الشمّاس على فراشھ مѧن الإرھѧاق الѧذي        .   أبونا الریّس 

لذا قرّر الشمّاس بعد مѧرور      .  یسبّبھ لھ أبونا الریّس ویذھب بالشخیر 
سنة أن یترك الدَیر ھرباً من أوامر ابونا الریّس ، فحمل ثیѧابѧھ وفѧتѧح      
باب الدَیر ومشى ، فشاھده أبونا الریّس الذي كان على شѧرفѧة الѧدَیѧر       

 : یحتسي القھوة فصرخ بھ قائلاً 

 لوین یا شمّاس؟

حتى أرى على مین بدّك تعمل ریѧّس یѧا أبѧونѧا       "  تارك الدَیر : فأجابھ 
 . الریّس 

والیوم مواطنین وجالѧیѧات عѧربѧیѧّة بѧالѧجѧمѧلѧة والѧمѧفѧرّق یѧتѧركѧون                       ...  
 . أوطانھم إلى دول الإغتراب ھرباً من الرؤساء والمسؤولین لدَیھم 

عѧلѧى مѧن     ون الأوطان مѧن أبѧنѧائѧھѧا        غالذین یفرطیّب ھؤلاء الرؤساء 
 ؟؟!أم على الفراغ ... سَیعملون رؤساء  ؟؟ على الحجارة

 نبیل حباقي                                                               
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7501 fannin st .  Houston, TX 77054 

Tel : 713.375.7100  /  Fax : 713.375.7105  /   www.UGHSystem.com 

Chairman / CEO and President 

http://www.UGHSystem.com


وھѧكѧѧذا تѧѧرك انѧطѧѧوان الѧѧبѧشѧѧعѧѧلانѧي أوّل            
لبѧنѧانѧي یصѧل الѧولایѧات الѧمѧتѧحѧدة بѧلѧدتѧھ                    
صالیما في المتن ووطنھ لѧبѧنѧان ووالѧدَتѧھ        

مѧُتѧجѧھѧاً إلѧى الѧعѧالѧم الѧجѧدیѧد                  1854عام 
على متن الѧبѧاخѧرة وقѧلѧبѧھ یѧنѧبѧض بѧحѧب                   
الفتاة التي یѧعѧشѧقѧھѧا وجѧرح مѧحѧفѧور فѧي               
قلبھ ، وتدعى شمونة لأن أھلھѧا رفضѧوه     

 . كونھ فقیراً 

یѧومѧاً     30وعلى متن السفینة التي حملتھ 
رمѧتѧھ فѧي نѧیѧویѧورك ، فѧعѧمѧل تѧرجѧمѧانѧاً                    
ودلѧѧیѧѧلاً لѧѧلѧѧسѧѧیѧѧاحѧѧة كѧѧونѧѧھ یѧѧتѧѧقѧѧن الѧѧلѧѧغѧѧة               
الإنѧѧكѧѧلѧѧیѧѧزیѧѧة والإیѧѧطѧѧالѧѧیѧѧة والѧѧیѧѧونѧѧانѧѧیѧѧّة              
والѧѧلاتѧѧѧیѧѧنѧѧѧیѧѧѧّة ، إلاّ أنّ الѧѧѧقѧѧѧدر كѧѧان لѧѧѧھ                

: بالمرصاد فѧاسѧتѧیѧقѧظ صѧبѧاحѧاً صѧارخѧاً                
لماذا أرى بقع الدماء على محرمتي كلمѧا  

 . سعلت؟ لا بدّ من زیارة الطبیب 

كѧم  :  وھكذا بعد معاینتھ قال لھ الѧطѧبѧیѧب      
 عمرك أیھا الشاب؟

 . سنة  29: فقال لھ أنطوان البشعلاني 

عѧجѧیѧب أن     :  فقلب الطبیب شفتѧیѧھ قѧائѧلاً          
تصاب باكراً بھذا المرض لأن لا عѧلاج       
لھ ، وأیامك معدودة لأنّ الرئتین أصیبѧتѧا     
بالعجز  في التنفѧس مѧن جѧراء إصѧابѧتѧك             

 .بالسلّ 

فخرج أنطوان البشعلاني وھو ینظر إلى   
 : السماء صارخاً 

یا رب أعطني سنة من عѧمѧري أرجѧوك         
لѧѧجѧѧمѧѧع بѧѧعѧѧض الѧѧمѧѧال لѧѧتѧѧأمѧѧیѧѧن والѧѧدَتѧѧي             
والرجوع إلى الوطن ، لا أریѧد أن أدفѧن           

فѧѧي ھѧѧذه الѧѧبѧѧلاد ، لا أریѧѧد أن أذوب فѧѧي             
تربة غریبة ، أرید أن أدفن قѧرب والѧدي    

 . وأشقائي في لبنان 

لѧѧѧم یسѧѧѧѧتѧѧѧطѧѧѧѧع        1856آب      22وفѧѧѧي    
الѧѧنѧѧھѧѧوض مѧѧن الѧѧفѧѧراش ، فѧѧأخѧѧذ یصѧѧرخ         
ربما یسمѧعѧھ أحѧد مѧا لѧیѧسѧاعѧده ، ولѧكѧن                   
صراخھ توقف بعد فتѧرة لѧیѧسѧود صѧمѧت           
قѧاتѧѧل ، وأصѧبѧѧح جѧثѧѧة بѧѧلا حѧراك ، فѧѧقѧѧد                
إنتقل إلѧى الѧعѧالѧم الآخѧر ضѧحѧیѧّة مѧرض                

 . السلّ 

وھكذا دُفن أوّل لѧبѧنѧانѧي یصѧل الѧولایѧات             
الѧѧمѧѧتѧѧѧحѧѧدة الأمѧѧیѧѧѧركѧѧیѧѧّة وھѧѧѧو أنѧѧطѧѧѧوان             
الѧѧبѧѧشѧѧعѧѧلانѧѧي فѧѧي مѧѧقѧѧابѧѧر غѧѧریѧѧنѧѧوود فѧѧي           
بروكلین ، وقد كتب أصدقاءه على لوحة  

 : فوق مدفنھ 

 22أنطوان البشعلاني وُلِدَ في لبنان فѧي       
  1856آب    22، مات فѧي        1827آب 

كѧѧان صѧѧادقѧѧاً مѧѧُطѧѧیѧѧعѧѧاً لѧѧلѧѧكѧѧتѧѧاب الѧѧمѧѧُقѧѧدّس         
أصѧѧدقѧѧاؤه یѧѧعѧѧرفѧѧون عѧѧنѧѧھ بѧѧأنѧѧھ رجѧѧل لا           

 . یعرف الخوف 

وفوق اللوحة منحوتة علیѧھѧا طѧربѧوش       
وأسد وافعى وخروف ترمز إلѧى أصѧلѧھ         
وشجاعتھ وحكمتھ وبراءتھ ، ولѧم تѧزل     
اللوحة والمنحوتة موجودتان على قبره 

 . في مقابر غرینوود في بروكلین 

ھذه ھي قصة حیاة أوّل مُھاجر لѧبѧنѧانѧي     
 . إلى الولایات المتحدة الأمیركیّة 

في العدد القادم یبدأ مسلسل جدید عѧلѧى     
 "فئوس" حلقتین بعنوان 
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  قصّة أوّل مھاجر لبناني إلى الولایات المتحدة الأمیركیّة



یعود الأصل في تسمیة ضھور الشویر إلى كلمة شویر السѧریѧانѧیѧّة وتѧعѧنѧي فѧي الѧلѧغѧة                   
وقѧد  .  العربیة الشفیر ، أما كلمة ضھور فأضیفت إلیھا وأصبحت تعني مضرب الریاح   

 . تمّ ترتیبھا في المرتبة الرابعة سیاحیاً في لبنان 
 

كѧلѧم عѧن بѧیѧروت           30تقع ضھور الشویر في محافظة جبل لبنان قضاء المتѧن ، تѧبѧعѧد          
ومن مشاھیر البلدة مؤسّس  .  م1250كلم عن بكفیا ، وترتفع عن سطح البحر نحو  5و

الحزب القومي أنطوان سعادة ، وسلمى نصّار أوّل عمیدة لكѧلѧیѧّة الѧعѧلѧوم فѧي الѧجѧامѧعѧة                
 . الأمیركیّة 

 
تقیم ضھور الشویر مھرجان عید المُغتربین في شھر آب من كل عام ، فقد ذاع صیتھѧا  

فندقاً أھمّھا فندق القاصѧوف الѧذي اسѧتѧقѧبѧل فѧي أرجѧائѧھ مشѧاھѧیѧر                      12لأنھا كانت تضمّ 
أمѧا الѧفѧرقѧة الѧمѧوسѧیѧقѧیѧة             .  العالم أمثال الملك فاروق ، ومحمّد عبد الوھاب ، وأم كلثوم   

للشویر فھي تعتبر من أولى الفرق الموسیقیة في لبنان ، فھي التي ابتكرت لعبة السیѧف   
مѧنѧھѧا كѧنѧیѧسѧة           1799وتضمّ الشویر كنائس یعود تاریѧخ بѧنѧاءھѧا إلѧى الѧعѧام              . والترس 
 . المخلّص 

 
وأكثر الروایات شھرة في البلدة ھي عن عائلة قیامة التي لم یزل منزلѧھѧا قѧائѧمѧاً ولѧكѧنѧھ           
مھجوراً منذ سنوات طویلة ، ویؤكّد أھالي الشویر بأن ھذه العائلة قضى جمیع أبنѧاءھѧا     

، وأن الناجیة الѧوحѧیѧدة روز         1912نیسان  14أثناء غرق سفینة التایتانك الشھیرة في 
 . التي أخبرَت القصّة وظھرت في آخر فیلم للتایتانك ھي من أبناء ضھور الشویر 

 
 :أمّا كیف انتصرت ضھور الشویر على الولایات المتحدة الأمیركیّة ؟ فإلیكم التفاصیل

 
دخلت بلدة ضھور الشویر المتینة موسوعة غینیس في تسѧجѧیѧلѧھѧا رقѧمѧاً قѧیѧاسѧیѧاً جѧدیѧداً                   
كسر من خلالھ لبنان الرقم الذي سجلتھ الولایات المتحدة الأمیركیّة منѧذ أشѧھѧر لأطѧول          

 . متراً  97ولھ طأمتار ونزعت عن أمیركا لقب البطولة وجاء  9شیش لحمة بفارق 
وتبقى ضھور الشویر التي ترسمھا الجبال المحیطة بھا تتѧربѧع عѧلѧى عѧرشѧھѧا الأبѧیѧض              

 . إنھا ضھور الشویر .. شتاءً ، وتتجدّد دماءھا بعودة أبنائھا صیفاً 



 

 

In Style Dental Group 

If the Mona Liza knew  
Dr FIRAS Qadomi 
she would have 

smiled 

 $59     Dental Cleaning       $ 59  
New Patient Special 

4 X - Rays & Exam included 
 
$ 595         Lumineers        $ 595 
 
$999  IV Sedation                  $999 
           4 Wisdom teeth  extraction           
 
 $999             Implant            $ 999 

2600 Gessner Rd . # 226  
Houston, TX  77080 
Tel : 713-690-3368 

www.instyledentalgroup.com 

Experience the difference 

Dhour Shweir means a lot to me. It is the place 
where I grew up, it is the place where all my 
child hood memories still linger.  I am so proud 
to be born in this picture perfect village and I al-
ways teach my kids to be proud of where they 
came from.  If given a chance to choose a sym-
bol for Dhour Shweir I’ll choose a pen, because 
it symbolizes all the intellectuals that this little 
Village gave to the world, and is still giving.   

One day I asked my dad, Philippe Baaklini, 
whose is in his eighties, God bless him,  I asked 
him why after all those years and having trav-
eled and lived almost in every part of the world, 
why, come June of every summer, you want to 
be in Dhour Shweir, he said;  It is because every 
single house, stair, tree reminds me of my child-
hood, my parents my grandparents it reminds 
me of where I use to play, of where I first worked  
and you will never have this feeling anywhere 
else in the world. 

Dhour shweir will always be a beacon of light to 
its surroundings. I hope its natural beauty will be 
preserved for ever by eliminating over-building 
and I hope one day I get to share with my grand-
kids the same beautiful memories my dad is 
sharing with his grandkids now. Dhour shweir, 
this little heaven on earth, that is part of God’s 
heaven on earth, Lebanon, will always hold a 
special place in my heart. 
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WHAT DOES DHOUR SHWEIR MEAN TO ME 

http://www.instyledentalgroup.com


St. Anthony the Great church hosted a fundraising 
event at The Woodlands Resort & Conference Cen-
ter .Father Antonio Elbaba blessed the food and the 
youth from the church presented several dabke 
dances.The event was a great success and lasted 
past midnight, and Lebanon Times Magazine gives its 
best wishes to the church and has covered this whole 
event... 

Mediterranean Night Gala 2012 by 
St. Anthony the Great, 

 Orthodox Christian Church. 

The Khoury & Shedid family  Dr Fadi & Layal Alsaghbini & their friends 

St Anthony Folkloric Dance   groupe  
Mr Hani & friends  



Dr  Kozhaya & Rachel Sokhn  Mousa & Christine Haydar Dr Firas & Susane Elhaj 

Dr Georges  & Amal Nassar 

Dr Georges & Sandra Zaibac Dr Samer & Rihab Souki Bill Haydamous & Family 

Fr Anthony& Khourie Rania Baba , Fr James & 
khourie Gizelle Shadid 

Fr Gabi Karam ,Fr Anthony Baba 

Dr Fadi & Layal Alsaghbini Dr Zaina & Dale Timmons 



 العید الوطني للمملكة العربیة السعودیة
بمناسبة العید الوطني للمملكة العربیة السعودیة ،أقام القنصل العام فѧي ھѧیѧوسѧتѧن         

  Hilton Houstonسلطان عبداالله اللویحان العنقري حفل إستقبال في فندق 

دعى الیھا المجتمع الأمیركي والجالیة السعودیة ،وفعالیات من الجѧالѧیѧة الѧعѧربѧیѧة             
تتمنى للمملكة      LEBANON TIMESوالقناصل المعتمدین في ھیوستن ،ومجلة 

العربیة السعودیة ان یبقى  سیفھا سیف الحق والعدالѧة ولѧلѧقѧنѧصѧل الѧعѧام سѧلѧطѧان                  
 :وھذه بعض اللقطات . العنقري ولأسرة القنصلیة العامة دوام النجاح والتقدم 





تم افتتاح عیادة الطبیبین  برایѧن   
میرزا ومازن سیجري لعملیѧات  
وبѧѧرامѧѧج الѧѧتѧѧنѧѧحѧѧیѧѧف بѧѧأحѧѧѧدث            
الطرق الطبیѧة دعѧا الѧیѧھ لѧفѧیѧف             
مѧѧن أبѧѧنѧѧاء الѧѧجѧѧالѧѧیѧѧة وبѧѧعѧѧѧض              
الѧѧمѧѧسѧѧؤلѧѧیѧѧن فѧѧي مسѧѧتѧѧشѧѧفѧѧایѧѧات         

ومجلة لیبانون تѧایѧمѧز      .ھیوستن 
تتمنى لھما النجاح والتوفیق فѧي    

 عیادتھما الجدیدة في 
5757 WESTHEIMER 
R D  S U I T E  1 0 0  B 

HOUSTON,77057  . 
 :وھذه بعض اللقطات  



مند سنة تعرفت عѧلѧى عѧائѧلѧة       
الѧѧمѧѧرحѧѧوم نѧѧاصѧѧیѧѧف خѧѧوري        
الѧѧمѧѧؤلѧѧفѧѧة مѧѧن السѧѧیѧѧدة فѧѧادیѧѧا           
خѧѧѧوري  والѧѧѧدكѧѧѧتѧѧѧور بѧѧѧیѧѧѧار         
خوري بصراحѧة وقѧعѧت فѧي         

وبѧѧعѧѧد  .   حѧѧب ھѧѧذه الѧѧعѧѧائѧѧلѧѧة       
 مرور سنة أي  في تاریخ 

1    /1 0    /2 0 1 2     
وجѧѧدت نѧѧفѧѧسѧѧي أشѧѧارك تѧѧلѧѧك        
العائلة بمراسیم جناز وقѧداس      
عѧѧن راحѧѧة نѧѧفѧѧس الѧѧمѧѧرحѧѧوم         
نѧاصѧیѧѧف خѧوري زوج فѧادیѧѧا         

خوري  ووالد الدكѧتѧور بѧیѧار        
 30خوري الذي  توفى مѧنѧد       

سѧѧنѧѧة فѧѧي لѧѧبѧѧنѧѧان ، ولѧѧم تѧѧزل           
زوجتھ تذكѧره وكѧذلѧك أولاده      
بإقامة جناز سѧنѧوي   لѧراحѧة          

لѧذا زاد   . نѧفѧѧسѧھ  حѧѧتѧى الѧیѧѧوم           
حبي لھذه العائѧلѧة وتضѧاعѧف         
احѧѧتѧѧرامѧѧي لѧѧھѧѧم لأنѧѧھѧѧم رمѧѧز         
الوفاء ونموذج للوصیة الѧتѧي       

فھѧم  .  تقول  أكرم أباك وأمك 
یѧكѧرمѧѧون والѧدھѧѧم حѧتѧѧى بѧعѧѧد          
وفѧѧاتѧѧھ بѧѧثѧѧلاثѧѧیѧѧن  سѧѧنѧѧة ، لѧѧذا          
انحني احتراما أمام وفاء ھѧذه  
العائѧلѧة لѧذكѧرى وفѧاة والѧدھѧم            
وأنѧѧحѧѧنѧѧي أمѧѧام زوجѧѧتѧѧھ فѧѧادیѧѧا       
التي أعطѧت الѧمѧجѧتѧمѧع أبѧنѧاء           
صالحین أمثال الدكتѧور بѧیѧار      

فѧإلѧى   .  خوري  وإیلي وداني     
تلك العائلة التي جعلت الوفاء   

. ینحѧنѧي مѧعѧي أمѧام وفѧائѧھѧم               
 ...ولیكن ذكره مؤبداً 

 

 مدیرة التحریر                

                                                                           الوفاء 
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Do you think Harris County is ethnically a diversified 
county and how would you capitalize on it? 
Obviously without a doubt, Harris is the third largest in-
ternational core community in the United States behind 
New York and Los Angeles. I have always had incredible 
respect for the international community .I worked hard 
over my years in public office, and as a Houston police 
officer to respect and engage members of the interna-
tional community. I want the reputation of Houston Harris 
county to be a positive one abroad... I have built a very 
active relationship with the members of the various con-
sulate officers. We meet on a regular basis. We had the 
first SIKH and Pakistani American deputy in Harris 
County. We need to encourage other members of the 
community to join the sheriff’s dept. 
 
How would you encourage people from different eth-
nic backgrounds to join the sheriff dept.? 
I call myself the chief recruiter. I am always  engaging 
the community to encourage people to look to the sher-
iff’s  office. This is why I try to attend various events in 
various segments in the community .  I visit a mosque, a 
temple and various churches .It is important that I partici-
pate in the various celebrations. They need to see that it 
is important to me, and my employees need to know that 
it is important to me. That is a message that is crystal 
clear from the very top .I don’t want my employees to 
have the attitude that just because you are from a differ-
ent part of the world, or because you speak with an ac-
cent, or your pigmentation looks a little different that this 
should be a reason to look at you differently .That was 
the attitude in the past and I don’t want this to be the atti-
tude of the future.My vision is to build a very contempo-
rary cultural awareness program that the sheriff’s office 
never seen. I will always serve my community. 
  
Which cheek you will kiss first when you win? 
I will for sure kiss my wife and my daughter first because 
they are my biggest supporters. 

 The Spectator  

What about you my Arabic fellow? Are you 
watching what’s happening around you in 
the United States of America?? 
Or you’re in a coma!!!!! 
What are you waiting for to participate in a 
local political decision-by voting? Or, that 
your voice will remain the voice of the 
voiceless? 
You Arab- American, Didn’t you learn yet 
how other communities control the local po-
litical decisions and the decisions of the de-
velopment and economic situations, and 
how they are going all the way to the White 
House??  Then what are you waiting for!!! 
Didn’t you learn yet!!!! 
Dear Arab spectators!! 
Why not be as other communities?! Who 
carved their respect and their influence on 
American political and social decision 
through their votes? 
Why you don’t contribute to support the po-
litical Candidate materially and morally.  
Encouraged your children to enter the mu-
nicipality as the Prosecutor. Encouraged 
them to enter the police academy.  Being a 
police officer is of the most honorable occu-
pations. Encouraged them to run for Office, 
for mayor, for senate, for congress. Raise 
your Arabic countries names very high and 
tell the American society we're not specta-
tors. We are sons of civilization. We con-
tribute to the economy and we are building 
this country. We offer our offerings to the 
country in which we have received the citi-
zenship. We contribute in every domain. 
We are ambassadors for our Countries and 
Families. Vote with them. As Christ said: 
“Be white or black, gray is not clear”. And 
Imam Ali said, be hot or cold, lukewarm is 
not yearn for.  
 
Today, Arabs, you have a golden oppor-
tunity is the 6th of November. Don’t lose 
this opportunity but consider it.. Take a 
decision. Even if you dropped a white 
paper..   
Don't be a spectator. So you will be out 
of the decision. And the gap for other. 
Just Vote!!!!!! 

 By Editor in Chief 



 what two things you will implement to keep 
Harris County safe? 
Today we speak through our technology. We 
probably text more than we talk, so today we have 
an application for that, it is the IWATCH Harris 
county free mobile phone app. . People can 
download it to their smart phones, and text into us 
anonymously or not, things they are concerned 
about in their community. We are getting an in-
credible amount of information regarding drug traf-
ficking, suspicious activity, gang activity. People 
can send us pictures and videos, and it cost the 
people of Harris County zero dollars. The bad 
guys are paying for it and we are using funds from 
their seized assets The second thing is mental 
health, and it is a big challenge in our community, 
as we seen in Wisconsin and Colorado where is-
sues evolving the mentally ill can create extreme 
public safety concerns. I have built the crisis inter-
vention response team where three deputies work-
ing alongside mental health professionals, are able 
to engage people that are going through a mental 
health crisis, and get them plugged into the right 
services ,so that they will not be of danger to the 
community .This program is less than one year old 
and already we have kept over 165 people from 
having to be arrested just so they can get the 
proper help treatment. 
 
What do 287g program mean for immigrants? 
For immigrants who don’t want to play by the 
rules, for immigrants who want to put a knife or a 
gun to your throat .For immigrants that want to join 
gangs or trafficking people or drugs and launder 

money .  287g can be a big problem for them be-
cause it is a process by which when you are ar-
rested everyone that comes to the county jail will 
be screened by my employees and if we find that 
you have a questionable immigration status be-
cause you have been arrested we will turn you 
over to ICE, and let them determine what should 
happen to this individual.  We don’t encourage our 
employees to look at people differently because 
they look different. We are focused on those who 
are committing crimes. 
 
What do you know about Human trafficking in 
Houston? 
Human trafficking has been a challenge for us for 
many years .One of the first places I visited after 
becoming a sheriff was with the state department 
because I knew that human trafficking was a prob-
lem for our community. I visited them because I 
knew they deal with these issues on a global 
level .Today we make sure that we are looking for 
clues. IWATCH Harris County helps to point us in 
the direction where human trafficking organiza-
tions maybe are. It is also important for me that I 
am training every deputy how to identify the issues 
of how someone could be involved in human traf-
ficking because we need to make sure that we are 
all paying attention to all aspects, and not just 
leaving it to one group of investigators .When I got 
here we only had four deputies assigned to a hu-
man trafficking task force. Four guys is not enough 
for our Harris county, so now very soon I will have 
nearly 4000 employees trained on human traffick-
ing. 



 

Interviewed by Julia Nader & Sam Jaoude . 

When I became 
a Sheriff  

I was able to save  
59 million   

Why did you decide to run for sheriff again? 
When I decided to run for sheriff initially back in 
2008, it was because I saw that the sheriff office 
had been running to the ground, there was incredi-
ble controversy, there was civil right violations, and 
waste of tax payer money. There was distrust and 
tension between the sheriff’s office and members 
of the community.  I didn’t agree with it, so I asked 
the permission of the tax payers of Harris County to 
elect me as a sheriff and they did. What I am ask-
ing for today is the permission to be reelected  be-
cause we had an incredible success in my first 
term as a sheriff.  When I became a sheriff the 
budget was 56 million dollars over budget but last 
year after instituting strict business disciplines. Try-
ing to run the sheriff’s office as much as you can 
like a business, and working with the attitude of 
being responsible for people’s money we came in 3 
million dollars under budget .That a savings of 59 
million dollars for the TAX payers money since I 
became a sheriff. We work hard to build relation-
ships with all the communities. 
 
How are you planning to cultivate lasting part-
nerships with the local communities? 
We will continue to build the relationships that we 
started now. We are working with young people. 
We now have the largest police explorer program 
in the state of Texas, where young people between 
the ages of 14 and 21 can be mentored by depu-
ties to hope to become deputies. We try to engage 
everybody. We built a lot of programs to improve 
on our engagement, and we will continue to do 
more.  
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 four officers helping and only one human trafficking guy han-
dling this big problem. 
 
Do you think that Harris County is ethnically a diversified 
county, and how would you capitalize on it? 
Yes absolutely diversified, Houston for the last twenty years 
has been a multicultural society in the county.  You can see 
the Arabic community open up, and you have the up and com-
ing Lebanese. It is a good thing if we can all work together for 
the benefit of the community itself. As I mentioned earlier, 
reaching out to the different communities, developing friend-
ship. Usually the first generation it is hard to get to, because 
they are always suspicious but usually the second generation 
opens up. So we have to break down these barriers and make 
them trust the system. 
 
How would you encourage people from different ethnic 
backgrounds to join the sheriff dept.? 
Again that’s all part of recruiting and human service depart-
ment. We have a regional academy in Harris County and it 
has been treated like it was a classroom for 5 people. They 
have not run a full time class tutor to be police officers. How 
can you reach out to any community if you are not utilizing 
what you have? We can open this center to train other coun-
ties and this will bring some revenue to open up the center 
and start recruiting. 
 
How many voters there are in Harris County? 
In this election it will be bigger than any other election.  You 
will see close to 300,000 people in this election easily. It will 
be a big republican run even bigger than when Reagan won. 
 
If you win the election what would you promise the Arabic 
community? 
I will be fair with everyone and follow the law .Also love to be 
in your magazine, and get the votes of you community. 

ما بالك یا صدیقي العربي المُتفرّج عѧمѧّا یѧحѧدث حѧوالѧیѧك              
 !!في غیبوبةفي الولایات المتحدة الأمیركیّة وأنت 

أیھا العربي ماذا تنتظر كѧي تشѧارك فѧي صѧنѧاعѧة الѧقѧرار                  
السیاسي المحلي بالإدلاء بصوتك ، أم أن صوتك سیѧبѧقѧى     

 .صوت الذین لا صوت لھم 
أیھا العربي الحامل الجنسѧیѧة الѧعѧربѧیѧة والأمѧیѧركѧیѧة ، ألѧم                 
تتعلم بعد كیف تسѧیѧطѧر الѧجѧالѧیѧات الأخѧرى عѧلѧى الѧقѧرار                  
السیاسي المѧحѧلѧي وعѧلѧى الѧقѧرار الإنѧمѧائѧي والإقѧتѧصѧادي                     

 ..وصولاً إلى البیت الأبیض؟ إذن ماذا تنتظر
 ؟؟!!ألم تتعلّم بعد

أیھا العربي المُتفرّج ، لماذا لا تكون كغیرك من الجالیات   
الذي فرضوا إحترامھم ونفѧوذھѧم عѧلѧى الѧقѧرار السѧیѧاسѧي                
والإجتماعي الأمیركي من خلال أصѧواتѧھѧم فѧي صѧنѧدوق           

 القرار ؟
أیѧѧھѧѧا الѧѧعѧѧربѧѧي سѧѧاھѧѧم فѧѧي الѧѧحѧѧمѧѧلات الإنѧѧتѧѧخѧѧابѧѧیѧѧة ، ادعѧѧم              
الѧمѧُرشѧѧحѧیѧѧن مѧادیѧѧاً ومѧعѧѧنѧویѧѧاً ، إدعѧم صѧنѧدوق الإقѧتѧѧراع                    
بѧѧالإدلاء بصѧѧوتѧѧك ، شѧѧجѧѧّع أولادك بѧѧالѧѧدخѧѧول فѧѧي سѧѧلѧѧك                
البولѧیѧس ، فѧي سѧلѧك الѧمѧحѧافѧظѧة أو الѧبѧلѧدیѧة كѧأعضѧاء ،                            
شجّعھم على الترشح على النیابة ، ارفعѧوا إسѧم أوطѧانѧكѧم           
العربیة ، قولوا للمجتمع الأمیركي نحن لسنا مُتѧفѧرّجѧیѧن ،      
نحن أبناء الحضارة ، نحن نساھم في إقتѧصѧاد وبѧنѧاء ھѧذا          
البلد ، نحن نقدّم أولادنѧا قѧرابѧیѧن لѧلѧبѧلѧد الѧذي اسѧتѧقѧبѧلѧنѧا ،                         
كونوا أنتم الصوت ، كونوا أنتم مѧن یُسѧاھѧم فѧي صѧنѧاعѧة             
القرارات  كونوا أنتم الفعل ولیس ردّة الفعل ، كونوا أنѧتѧم   
سفراء لأوطѧانѧكѧم بѧالѧمѧشѧاركѧة مѧع الѧمѧجѧتѧمѧع الأمѧیѧركѧي                        

كن :  بالإدلاء بأصواتكم وبالمشاركة معھم ، فالمسیح قال  
 . أبیض أو أسود فاللون الرمادي غیر واضح 

كѧن حѧامѧیѧاً أو بѧارداً فѧالѧفѧاتѧر تѧقѧیѧئѧتѧھ                      :  والإمام علي قѧال      
 . نفسي 

والیوم أیھا العربي لدَیك فرصة ذھѧبѧیѧّة ھѧي السѧادس مѧن               
حѧتѧى   ...  خѧذ قѧرار     ...  نوفمبر ، لا تفوّتھا بل خذ موقѧف    

 ...ولو أسقطت ورقة بیضاء 
ولكن لا تكن مُتѧفѧرّجѧاً حѧتѧى لا نصѧبѧح خѧارج الѧقѧرار                   ... 

الآن فلیكن صوتѧك  صѧوت        . وفرجة للآخرین باللامُبالاة 
 .الحضارة في صندوق الإقتراع الأمیركي 

 
 رئیس التحریر                                             

 المُتفــرّج



 

I feel people can trust me, and this gives me the 
ability to work with different cultures. 
 
What two things you will implement to keep 
Harris County safe? 
With the downturn of the economy you have to be 
smarter than we did ten years ago, so the first 
thing we have to do is to go to data driven policing, 
and this started in New York City. It held the com-
manders accountable and they received the data 
about where the crime is coming from, and the 
trends and once a week they will meet and discuss 
what they have you done to stop it. Over the years 
they have developed software that is cheap, and 
you can use to watch real time for trends. We can-
not stop all crimes but we can cut it by 30 percent. 
The second thing is to use the reserve division that 
means for 16 hours a month they will patrol with-
out additional cost to the county .We need to clean 
it up and not turn it to a country club. We need to 
train them again. Our deputies are way over-
worked and always underpaid. 
 
what do 287g program mean for immigrants? 
The program started under the Bush administra-
tion and Harris County has a version of it and  in 
2008 I lobbied to get it to Harris County and Sheriff 
Tommy Picked it up only in the jail. A 287g trained 
officer by immigration department ICE. They can 
access the info to see if immigrants are here le-
gally or illegally. The program should have been 
expanded to the streets but it never did. President 

Obama cut the funding for this program they tried 
to switch it over to secure communities program. 
They shut  down completely this program and 
there is no new funding to expand to the street.  If 
you have it you can use it but if not than it will be 
hard to adopt due to lack of funding. You cannot 
pull someone if you suspect he is illegal but you 
can if he is breaking the law. 
 
How would the 287g program help our county?  
Right now our hospital systems are overrun and 
the money we are spending more money than we 
are taking in.  Money spent on illegal immigrants is 
becoming a burden on our county. The program 
with sheriff department is very black and white. It 
is the law.  If you are illegally here you get re-
ported to ICE and ICE takes over after that. 
 
What do you know about human trafficking in 
Houston?  
Human traff icking boils down to sex slave 
trade .Houston is a hub for the sex slave trade, 
probably the largest in the country. Many massage 
parlors are mainly a prostitute houses. These 
places continue to move around and it is a big 
problem with Asian and Hispanics .They are 
treated very horribly. It is a US problem to and of-
cource a Harris problem .We have to rely on fed-
eral data and help in order to make these investi-
gations work. We have to rely on other agencies 
too in order to manage this problem. In the sheriff 
office we have only four officers helping and only  



 

Republican for Harris 
County Sheriff 

WHY DID YOU DECIDE TO RUN FOR SHER-
RIF? 
I was there for 18 years, and I decided to run for 
sheriff to boost the moral, and get it to move in 
the right direction. I was endorsed by the Bay-
town and Pasadena police officers unions ,and 
state fraternal order of police. 
 
HOW ARE YOU PLANNING TO CULTIVATE 
LASTING PARTNERSHIPS WITH THE LOCAL 
COMMUNITIES? 
I am very proud of my heritage I am both Irish 
and German. But also interested in other cul-
tures and this is why I think I get along with the 
Lebanese and Muslim Arabic. I am very in-
trigued by different cultures and I like to learn 
more about them. Where Lebanese people 
come from is the true seed of humanity. We all 
started from around there. History is something 
that I always enjoyed.  As a young deputy I was 
always involved in a lot of programs that help 
families how to integrate. I was the first instruc-
tor in the state that taught the women how to  
defend themselves from rape. Today they call it 
secure communities and secure homes.  

I want to make a 
change , But also  
interested in other 

cultures 
Interviewed by Julia Nader & Sam Jaoude . 



 

أخي اللبناني ، بین یدیك قناع یحمل وجھ لبنѧان     
 Lebanon timesھدیة من أصحاب مجلѧة     

لѧدى الѧغѧرب ، إنѧھѧا            Halloweenفي عѧیѧد     
ھدیة متواضعة ، ولكنѧھѧا لا تѧقѧدّر بѧثѧمѧن لأنѧھѧا                
تحمل العلم اللبناني والأرزة التي قѧاومѧت مѧدى         
الدھѧور لѧتѧبѧقѧى رمѧزاً لѧلѧبѧنѧان وطѧن الѧحѧضѧارة                     
والثقافة ونبع الѧرجѧال ومѧنѧارة لѧلѧشѧرق وبѧوابѧة                 

 . للغرب 

مѧѧرّة فѧѧي الѧѧكѧѧتѧѧاب          90لѧѧبѧѧنѧѧان والأرزة ذُكѧѧِرا        
المُقدّس ویُذكر یومیاً ملایین المرات مѧن خѧلال     

 . أبنائھ المُنتشرین في العالم 

لذا نقدم لك قѧنѧاع لѧبѧنѧانѧي ، صѧنѧع عѧلѧى أیѧادي                      
لبنانیّة بعیدة عن الطائفیّة ، وبعیدة عن السیاسѧة    

 14و  8وبѧعѧیѧѧدة عѧن الѧѧحѧزبѧѧیѧّة ، وبѧѧعѧیѧѧدة عѧن                
نرجوا أن نضعھ جمѧیѧعѧاً عѧلѧى وجѧوھѧنѧا            . آذار 

فѧھѧو أفضѧل ألѧف مѧرة           Halloweenفي عید 
فتѧعѧالѧوا نضѧع      .  من الوجوه الأخرى المُستعارة  

ونѧتѧطѧلѧّع     ..  جمیعاً العلم اللبناني علѧى وجѧوھѧنѧا        
إلى الشمس بفخر وإعѧتѧزاز وشѧھѧامѧة ونصѧرخ            

لأقѧنѧѧعѧѧة الѧѧدول   ..  لا  :  بѧأعѧѧلѧى صѧوتѧѧنѧا قѧائѧѧلѧیѧѧن           
الأخرى ، فلتسقط جمیع الأقنѧعѧة عѧن وجѧوھѧنѧا             
یكفینا العلم اللبناني فھو اشتاق لوجوھѧنѧا ونѧحѧن      
اشتقنا إلیھ ، فرجاء ضعھ عѧلѧى وجѧھѧك رحѧمѧة         
بذویك في لبنان ورحمة بأطفالكم في الإغتѧراب  

شكراً لمؤسس جریدة اخبار النھار مѧونѧتѧریѧال       
كندا الѧزمѧیѧل الصѧحѧفѧي ایѧلѧي مѧجѧاعѧص الѧذي                   
تبرع في طباعة القناع اللبناني لمجلة لیبانون    

 .تایمز 


