THE HONORABLE JUDGE MIKE FARHAT
AMERICAN DREAM IS SIMPLE BUT PRICELESS
WORK HARD AND OBEY THE LAW

In the late 1970’s, Mike Farhat set foot on American soil in pursuit of The America Dream.
Leaving his homeland of Lebanon, He came to this country with the intention of creating a better
life for his family and a name for himself but he never could have imagined that his American
Dream would later include becoming Southlake, TX's Honorable Judge Mike Farhat.

He came to this country with a passion to succeed fueled by the responsibility to provide for his
family and was able to not only accomplish the latter, but was also able to make a mark in this

world with his humanitarian spirit.
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Judge Farhat credits his success to
his parents, who groomed him from a
very young age to take over the
Farhat family business. As a young
boy, he remembers gladly trading his
childhood pleasures for the future re-
sponsibility of his family’s wellbeing.
He recalls, “Always being proper in
everything” and living for the sole pur-
pose of one day, taking care of the
Farhat family business and upholding
his family name. Today, the Farhat
name is recognized for great busi-
ness acumen, humanitarian efforts,
and making this world a better place
to live.
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Hon.Mike Farhat with Goev, Perry of Texas (righf) and gov

Bobby Jendal of Louisiana (leftland Gregg Abbot Texas Attor-
ney General (in wheel chair)

Hon. Mike Farhat With Mayor of Dallas | Rowland and Dr
hammed Alzarooni (Dubai Airport fi zone,direc{or Gen-

eral)....in Dubai

His American Dream began to unfold in South
Lake TX, when he opened the first convenient
store in the town, in which he decided to call,
“Magic Mike.” This store soon became two
and the “MAGIC” quickly began to spread
through the town.

These two, Magic Mike locations are better
known for supporting organizations like, The
Carroll Education Foundation, an organization
that helped fund teachers in need of classroom
supplies. Benevolent business decisions like
these have proven to be effective business
plans and reveal the philanthropic and humani-
tarian side of the Honorable Judge Farhat. To-
day he is an avid supporter of GRACE, Kids
Matter, and other organizations like, National
Charity League.

Judge Farhat believes that true prosperity for
him means giving back to the community, and it
is easy to see how his generosity and carrying
spirit have helped thousands all over the world

Judge Farhat enjoys sharing his story in hopes
that it will encourage someone like him, to take
a leap of faith or continue to do the right thing.
His message to young Lebanese citizens also
seeking The American Dream is simple but
priceless, “There is no free lunch in America...
work hard and obey the law”.

. He further emphasizes that loving and re-
specting America, along with hard work and
education will propel you into your American
Dream and will set you up for success. Al-
though Judge Farhat makes success look easy
as American pie, He confesses that he has
seen his share of personal and business set-
backs. Losing his daughter in a tragic acci-
dent was by far the most difficult time period for
Judge Farhat,



but his loss came with a silver lining; he was able to
adopt his grandchild and finally raise a boy!

Even through times of adversity, he encourages to
always keep your eye on the prize and look for the
rainbow. Many have learned from him the value of
patience, perseverance and knowing that it's your
mindset, not your circumstances, that define your
future.

So, if you ask, “How does an immigrant from Leba-
non become a respected businessman and judge in
one lifetime?” The Honorable Judge Mike Farhat
agrees that only in America, where opportunity is
great and your accomplishments are a direct meas-
ure of your efforts, is it possible to accomplish your
dream of dreams. The brave Honorable Judge
Farhat came to The United States of America and
conquered. He has lived up to all of his family’s ex-
pectations and has created an International legacy
for the Farhat name, but make no mistake about it;
he’s a humble and compassionate man... who loves
to spread the Magic.
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Fine Mediterranean Pastries

National Shipping Available
3330 Hillcroft Ave Suite C. Houston ,TX 77057
Tel : 713-780- 2041/ Fax : 713- 780 2042/ Web : www. asweetfactory com
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Congressman
Charles W. Boustany, Jr. MD

“Lebanese-American will play a leadership
roll in the future of this country & future of
American leadership internationally”.

Interviewed by Julia Nader & Laudy Yazbek

Charles William Boustany, Jr.,

does not need an introduction in America.
Of Lebanese ancestry, Boustany is
the U.S. Representative for Louisiana's 7th
congressional district, serving since 2005.
He is the first Republican elected from this
area since 1884. Running for his 5th term in

Who is Charles Boustany, in his

own words!!!

| was born in Lafayette, LA (February
21,1956) | am the son of Charles and Madelyn
Boustany.

My grand parents came to the United State at
the very beginning of the 20th century from
Lebanon the village of Deir El Kamar. — El
Shouf.

My Paternal grand parents are Alfred F.
Boustany and Florida Saloom...

My Maternal grand parents are George Akl
and Stella Akl.

My Grand Parents raised 6 children, my dad
was the youngest.

My Father was a physician and | followed his
foot steps as a physician, | attended
the University of Louisiana at Lafayette,
earned my medical degree from Louisiana
State University. | am a retired cardiovascular
surgeon; | was first elected to Congress in De-
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cember 2004. Serving my fourth term in office,
| represent Louisiana’s Seventh Congres-
sional District, which covers Acadian and
Southwest Louisiana. | am married to Bridget
Boustany and blessed with two children Erik
and Ashley.

When | was a small boy my grand Father Al-
fred uses to tell me stories about the Old
country “Lebanon”, and describe the beauty of
that area. He was someone who embraces
the values of the old country but also was
happy about embracing the values of his
newly adopted country “United state of Amer-
ica”. He was an entrepreneur; he started a
small business, than got into banking.

| learned from my grand parents about the old
cultures ways and certainly about the food.
“The Lebanese Food is the best”; MY favorite
food is “Kibbi, Tabouli, Hummus, Baba Gha-
nouj, Grape leaves, Cabbage Rolls, Raw
Kibbi” and don’t forget the “Moujadara “
Lebanese Food is very healthy.



Have you Been to Lebanon?

Yes!! | have been to Lebanon 2 times.

In the 70’s it was a very difficult times in Leba-
non during the civil war. When things finally
became open for the U.S Citizens to go in the
90’s | was very busy with my surgical practice
and | couldn’t go at that time.

After | ran for congress and became elected,
my first opportunity to visit “Lebanon” was in
2006, two days after the cease fire. | had the
chance to visit with former Prime Minister
“Fouad Seniora” at the grand Serail in down-
town Beirut accompanied by “Jeffrey Feltman”
our Ambassador at that time. | also visited
many areas but didn’'t have the chance to visit
“Deir el Kamar” my village.

After my first visit to Lebanon | felt some emo-
tion about my home land.

My Second visit to Beirut was in November
10" 2009, the same exact day the Prime Min-
ister “Saad Hariri” unity government was an-

nounced. | met with every body and seem a
lot of optimism about what was happening at
that time; it was a new day in Lebanon.

In your opinion, which direction the Middle
East is going to?

| am very fearful today about what is happen-
ing in Syria and the impact on Lebanon. It is
very concerning... It's very uncertain not just
about Lebanon but the Greater region.
Lebanon seems to be almost having a stand
still. Its wait and see pasture about what's go-
ing to happen to Syria and surrounding region.
I'm hopeful that violence does not spill to
Lebanon and that Lebanese people will con-
trol their destiny as they work to build a politi-
cally stable and independent nation, safe from
the threat of terrorism.”

As a physician!!! If you want to heal the
Middle East, what is the medication you
will prescribe?
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For the broader Middle East as we view policy, we
need to look at each Country specifically and un-
derstand what is the Internal Forces had played.
But for the broader Middle East what is missing, is
Economic opportunity and a Political system will
allow us for individual liberty.

If you look what is happening in the Middle East
aside from oil sale, is a very little international
trade. International trade creates Economic oppor-
tunity and will allow us for creation of value em-
ployments and ultimately with extensive trade we
will see less much violence in the region.

So I'm hopeful that U.S. will be much more aggres-
sive in pursuing trade agreement and international
trade in the Middle East as well as Asia, which is a
part of the world.

| think, it is very important way for the U.S. to lead
and to show with economic freedom can come po-
litical freedom and ultimately democratic form of
government.

How do you evaluate the current U.S policy and
how do you see the economy within the united
state?

It's great deal of uncertainly in the United States.
But the United States is an exceptional Nation. | do
believe that the United States will not only whether
this economic downturn but will come out of it
stronger. And | do believe that the United States
will continue to be indisputably the leader in the
21° century.

However, we have to take care of our own situation
here with regards to deficits, high unemployment.
We need Policies that will promote economic
growth increasing the value. To do that we need
real Energy policy for the country that promotes
American energy Production but open Market in
energy not closed market.

We need comprehensive tax reform to lower the
corporate and individual tax rate, reform the tax
codes, flatten it and make it much more competi-
tive to promote American business.

We need to take comprehensive look at Regula-
tions and to look at those at a stifing economic
growth and be very cautious about adding new
regulations unless we understand the cost benefits
analysis.



Finally is the international trade. United States
has to leads international trade and to correct
the imbalanced trade that we have by becom-
ing a nation that we export as well as import
and

which will help us with out manufacturing and
agriculture development.

The education is also critically important to the
United States. Lebanese- American families
understand this almost more than any other
Emigrants the value of education.

Charles Boustany has championed health-
care reform tell us about the healthcare re-
form?

As a physician, | know the importance of
healthcare and am at the forefront of health-
care policy in Congress. | believe the patient-
doctor relationship is the most important part
of healthcare and | have worked to implement
patient-centered healthcare solutions.

Afford is an important word. Our country is
facing many challenges. The cost of health
care is rising. Federal spending is soaring.
We're piling huge debt on our children.

| was very opposed to the law that was
passed. It's far too restrictive, it eliminates
choice for families and businesses, and it
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doesn’t place enough emphases on high qual-
ity and lowering your cost. | think it will create
barriers between the doctor and the patient
and the doctor -patient relationship is critical.
The doctor - patient relationship is built on
trust and if you start placing democratic enti-
ties between the doctor and the patient this
erodes the trust and the hobs quality in medi-
cine. So we need to invoice the thing that work
in the American health system. As a physician
who has cared for thousands of uninsured pa-
tients and families in Louisiana, | believe Con-
gress must do more to expand access to af-
fordable health-insurance coverage. Con-
gress can also be effective in pushing our
health care system to improve treatment out-
comes, limit waste, reduce waiting times, and
improve patient satisfaction.

Who is the strongest in the world? The law,
Money or the Women?

Women” no question!!!!

Women have progressively become more im-
portant in society and -through this path- have
turned the idea of taking leadership in the so-
cial, economic, and political fronts into an
increasingly balanced responsibility between
men and women. Women rights are so
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Congressman Boustany & Laudy Yazbek

important. As we see women right are giving
more prominence in the Middle East and
Asia and we will see more democracy at the
end of the day.

What is your message to the Lebanese-
American and Arab community in the
United States?

On the bright spots of my life since | have
been able to serve in the congress is been
the opportunities to meet so many Lebanese-
American all over the country that | would
never known and to see how Lebanese-
American are leaders in every single industry
in the United States “Art, Education, Profes-
sions of Law, Medicine, science.

Lebanese-American will play a leadership roll
in the future of this country & the future of
American leadership internationally.

My message to Lebanese-American commu-
nity is to recognize all the great contributions
we have made to the American society and
to unite together so we can have a political
voice in this country.

If we can bring all of us together we can have
very powerful political voice.

Let us remember the words of Leba-
nese Poet Gibran Khalil Gibran
when he wrote in his message to
young Americans of Lebanese de-
scent:

“IT IS TO STAND BEFORE THE
TOWERS OF NEW YORK, WASH-
INGTON, CHICAGO AND SAN
FRANSISCO SAYING IN YOUR
HEART, “I AM THE DESCENDANT
OF A PEOPLE THAT BUILT .... BY-
BLOS, TYRE, SIDON, ANTIOCH AND
NOW | AM HERE TO BUILD WITH
YOU, AND WITH A WILL.”
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Tax Service
=

! Reliahle Busines

Professional

gyl Ali Daher

Tax Services
9950 Westpark Dr.
Payroll Checks Suite 415

Sales Tax Houston, Tx 77063
Audit

Representation
Business

p” ;
Phone : 713/-266-1646 Eax : 713- 266-1752

adaher@reliablljrebiz.net www.reliablebiz.net
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4543 Post Oak Place # 107
Houston, Texas 77027

Email : abdrealty@yahoo.com
http: // walid.realmagents.com

Tel: 281 920 1000 / Fax: 281 598 5345
Cell :281 282 3448

Cell : 832 877 3165 / Fax : 281 884 6050
laudy.yazbek@securitynational.com
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WE SPECIALIZE IN

. Business Meetings
Reception Dinners
Rehearsal Dinners
Corporate Events

Caterin
J 2926 Hillcroft Houston, Texas 77057

Take-Out Service Available Tel : 713- 781-0400 Fax : 713-781-0422
www.garsonhouston.com

licensed texas real estate broker 16 years experience

for all your real estate needs call us at 1-888-655-4544
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we find your apartment or house and move your furniture for FREE |

6102 skyline, houston, tx, 77057 / t:713-429-5188 / freddy@zipzoommove.com

register on www.zipzoommaove.com
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Zahle was founded about 300 years ago in an
area dating back some five millennia. The first
emigrant settlement which grew into a sizeable
town dates back to the beginning of the 18"
century. Early in the 18" century, the new town
was divided into three separate quarters, each
of which had its own governor. In the 19" cen-
tury the city became the region’s first independ-
ent state with its own flag and anthem.

Zahle was burned in 1777 and 1791, then again
burned and plundered in 1860. The opening in
1885 of the railway line, connected it to Beirut,
Damascus, Mosul, and Baghdad making it the
internal “port” of the Begaa and Syria, and a
main agricultural and trade center. It is consid-
ered the birthplace of the Lebanese army and
has played a major role in the political life of the
country.

The fame of the city has attracted many nota-
bles: the poet and diplomat Alphonse de Lamar-
tine in 1833, the prince of Belgium in 1885, the
sons of the Czar of Russia in 1888, the Emperor
of Germany with his wife and retinue in 1898,
General Gouraud who announced in 1920 the
birth of the Greater Lebanon, General Charles
de Gaulles in 1942, the Egyptian poet Ahmad
Chawki and the great Egyptian musician Mo-
hammed Abd-el-Wahab. Zahle is also the native
town of the actor Omar el Sahrif and of the
grandparents of Shakira the now worldwide fa-
mous singer.

5 Lebanon Times

Kadri Hotel

At the starts of the 20" century and the growth
of tourism, Zahle began building hotels of which
the most famous is the Kadri hotel built in 1906.
It was taken over by the Turkish army in 1914
and used as headquarters and a hospital during
World War 1. It was from here that General
Gouraud announced in 1920 the annexation of
some areas to Mount Lebanon which gave birth
to the “Greater Lebanon”.

The Shrine of Our Lady of Zahle

The shrine of Our Lady of Zahle, which lies to
the town’s east, was built in 1968; it is a 54-
meter-high hill-top tower topped by a 9m high
bronze statue of Our Lady of Zahle, the work of
the Italian artist Pierrorti. A lift takes you up to
the summit from where there is a spectacular
view over the Begaa valley. The base houses a
small chapel and a large underground basilica.

Zable’'s Berdawni Restaurants

The Baradawni river is associated with Leba-
nese gastronomy, and is synonymous with out-
door eating and Lebanon’s famous mezze. The
cliff and riverside restaurants known locally as
casinos for which Zahle is famous began over a
hundred years ago as simple riverside cafes.
Today it is a beautiful tree-shaded eating place
with fountains, pools, and cool arcades. V. In
the Area
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