
 

 Special Agent in 
Charge of the 

 Houston FBI  Division 
Interviewed  by  Julia Nader &   Saleem Jaoude 

 What is the role of the FBI,  their 
goals, and when do they intervene? 

 
 Principal role is to defend and protect the 
Constitution of the United States. Three 
Principal roles. The first is to defend United 
States against foreign attacks whether it is 
counter intelligence or terrorist attacks. The 
other is to investigate violations against 
criminal law being committed against the 
U.S thirdly serving a leadership role where 
we go out and facilitate and teach and lead 
our domestic law enforcement agencies 
throughout the country. We have roughly 
anywhere from 18,000 or more law    

 role of the FBI is somewhat  
undefined in the minds of  
most people.  Who is the 

FBI ?  What is the mission of 
the FBI ?  Is the  FBI still the major na-
tional intelligence-gathering agency? 
Does the FBI have a role  regarding immi-
grants? 

Lebanon Times Magazine took  the lead 
in interviewing the Head of the FBI office 
in Houston Mr. Stephen L. Morris  



 

enforcement agencies.  We play a leadership 
role in providing national policy guidance train-
ing. 

 Is the FBI considered the highest au-
thority agency in the USA? 

No, not the highest. We are partners with 
18,000 law enforcement agencies and we pro-
vide leadership role when it comes to stan-
dardizing. One of the unique things that we 
have is a domestic law enforcement role and 
integral members of intelligence community. 
We are equal partners with other agencies. 
We do not supersede anyone. We bring to the 
table any information that may help other 
agencies.  

 Was the FBI able to lower the risk of ter-
rorism outside the USA? 

I would like to say we have been successful. 
Outside of the U.S., we work hand & glove 
with host countries in a liaison capacity to help 
facilitate investigations. Through our partner-
ships with other countries we like to think we 
have been successful. Since 911, our pres-
ence in foreign countries has more than dou-
bled. This is a reflection of the relationship we 
have built with other countries. 

 Does the FBI get involved in politics or 
security or both? 

Doesn’t matter what political party is in the 
White House. When you find yourself involved 
in some investigations, particularly fraud, we 
have to be careful of our political involvement. 
We stay A-political. 

 Does the FBI have any presence in the 
Middle East? 

Our legal attaché offices have more than dou-
bled. We currently have nine offices in the 
Middle East. Our mission is the same no mat-
ter what country we are in.  We are the liaison 
in every country. Many times our offices are 

not staffed in other countries, and they often 
have to do everything from typing reports to 
taking care of equipment and conducting in-
vestigations. It is challenging and we have 
been able to share information with other 
countries. It all comes back to protecting the 
U.S. and citizens traveling outside of the U.S. 

 Does the FBI work under cover or in the 
open, and what risks are they exposed 
to? 

The majority of investigations are in the open. 
Depending on the nature of crime or investiga-
tion, sometimes we have to be under cover. 
As an agency, we have a tremendous role of 
oversight. We have to make sure that investi-
gations are being conducted within the law. 
The FBI strikes the balance in protecting civil 
liberties. 
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 Do you have a lot of Agents from the 

Middle East? 
 
Hard to track how many agents we have from 
the Middle East because we don’t track differ-
ent ethnicities. We recruit from all walks of life. 
We are only as effective as we are able to get 
along with different communities. We don’t 
keep numbers or statistics on agents’ ethnici-
ties.  
 What are the requirements to join as an 

agent in the FBI? 
Every FBI agent has to have a 4 year college 
degree. Minimum age is 23 years old and the 
maximum age is 37 for a field agent. Profes-
sional support can be older. I started in 1988 
as administrative and then finished my degree 
then took the test. The FBI will perform a 
background check on your entire life. They will 
check everything about you.  They also check 
your immediate family members. When you 
hold top secret clearance, it is extremely im-
portant that they know everything about you. 
 
 Can an FBI agent share his memoires 

after retirement? 
Yes, an FBI agent can share their memoirs. 
They can even write books while employed, 
but it requires FBI approval. They just can’t 
reveal any top secret stuff that would compro-
mise a third party or intelligence. 
 
 What do you vision or see the role of 

the FBI ten or twenty years from now? 
Looking back on last 20 years, the short an-
swer is very high tech or cyber. As far as 
threats, it will go up. Cyber threats will be our 
biggest challenge. We have to evolve-- we 
have to change. If we don’t then our jobs be-
come extremely difficult. In Houston we had to 
stop resisting what we are looking at. We have 
to look down the road a bit. This is what is go-
ing on now, but where is it taking us? On a na-
tional level, the director is concerned with cy-
ber threats. State sponsored stuff, interna-
tional organized crime groups that are hack-
ing, to just the basic 16 year old that defaces  
a website. Anonymity that the internet pro-
vides is the double edged sword.  We live in a 
global community. The FBI has to be able to 
work outside the U.S. Our mission will always 
be to protect our country, and be partners with 
other countries to mitigate the threat. 
 
 “Technology continues to shrink our com-
munities”  
 
 What is the percentage of terrorism the 

FBI was able to uncover? 
It is hard to measure something you don’t 
know.  There are probably threats that we 
have mitigated that we don’t know about. We 
are good as an agency about responding to it 
and mitigating it. After 911, we can no longer 
afford to be reactive; we have to be more pro-
active.  
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  What is the difference between the FBI 
and the NSA? 

 
That’s a very good question because you’re 
right. We are not like a national police agency 
that does it all. The best way of putting that is 
that the FBI is a domestic law enforcement 
agency, but we don’t wear uniforms. What is 
unique about the FBI is that we have the larg-
est jurisdiction. If it is a crime against the U.S. 
we override.  We have over 400 criminal viola-
tions that we are currently charged with inves-
tigating. We are partners with the NSA and 
often find ourselves sitting at the same table.  
What a lot of people are confused is that we 
are full partners in the intelligence community. 
The FBI wears two hats: the intelligence com-
munity partners in charge of protecting the US 
and we have a basic law enforcement role. 
 
 How can Lebanon times be of help to 

the FBI? 
 
You just touched on it a minute ago. Person-
ally, I found myself doing this over the last 15 
years--demystifying the FBI. The perception is 
that we are this secret police force. The reality 
is that we are law abiding citizens that live and 
work where you do. Depending on which 
country an individual came from, their relation-
ship with law enforcement is different. One of 
our biggest things is that it is all about civil 
rights and privacy and the constitution of the 
United States. Sometimes we are called upon 

to investigate other agencies. Whether you 
are talking about fraud or corruption. If you 
had to sum it up, the FBI separates itself as a 
law enforcement agency and is the enforcer of 
civil rights. The Federal government has the 
most powerful tools when it comes to investi-
gating or enforcing civil rights. So the FBI 
keeps everybody in check?  Lebanon Times 
magazine can help us send a message to the 
communities that we are serving the people 
and protecting their civil rights.  Every FBI em-
ployee is engrained to defend our rights as 
U.S. citizens and protecting our life. We want 
people to understand that their right to walk 
down the street and have businesses is as sa-
cred to us as it is to them. When it comes 
down to what is truly our mission, we have to 
communicate that there is a level of trust. You 
have to trust the FBI. The FBI wants you to 
call with any suspicious activity. The number 
is 713-693-5000. 
 
 It’s beyond civil rights its human rights. 
 
 How many agents would you like to re-

cruit in Houston from Middle East back 
ground in the  next 12 months? 

 
The more the merrier. It’s difficult, but clearly 
our success as an agency regardless of where 
we are is directly attributed to how we are ac-
cepted in the community. The more Lebanese 
agents and employees we can employ, the 
better off we will be. There is no Limit.  
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That applies to any ethnicity. 

 When should someone from the Leba-
nese or Arab community call the FBI? 

 
If you feel that you or someone may be a vic-
tim of a crime or witnessed a crime. I don’t 
care what country you come from, if some-
thing doesn’t feel right, you need to call 
the FBI. Any time there is a concern call : 

           713-693-5000 or report to fbi.gov.  

 If a crime is committed that is a viola-
tion of local, state, and federal laws, 
does the FBI “take over” the investiga-
tion? 

 
The Houston offices of FBI have the best rela-
tionship with local police, state police, and 
other federal agencies.  We work very closely 
with HPD Chief McClelland and Sherriff Gar-
cia.  We talk every week. The beauty of our 
great relationship is that it permeates through 
the office down to the street level.  If a local 
officer comes into a situation, they can discuss 
where they can get the biggest bang, so they 
may decide to take it to a federal level to get 
the maximum penalty. We don’t take over any 
investigations, we coordinate with other agen-
cies.  

  What are the biggest crime problems 
threats facing the FBI in Houston? 

 
Nationwide, preventing any terrorist act from 
happening is top priority. Terrorism is abso-
lutely the top priority. Second priority would be 
any threats from foreign intelligence, or spies, 
coming in and stealing our information, tech-
nology, or way of life. Third is Cyber. From 
there, public corruption is our top criminal 

threat. That gets to the integrity of our way of 
life as far as our trust of elected officials and 
people in power is concerned.  When you lose 
your position of power and trust that is when 
you start degrading our way of life. Of course 
civil rights are right on the heels of corruption. 

 Are we safe? 
 
Right now we are. I say that because we have 
been successful. I feel more confident that al-
though we hit some bumps in the road as far 
as information sharing, we have significantly 
improved in our ability to share information 
and mitigate threats. I think we are safe, but it 
is not an end game, it is a constant intui-
tive thing. It is a mindset. You are con-
stantly striving to do your best.  The com-
munity has a responsibility to keep the FBI in-
formed of suspected threats.  The individuals 
that inform the FBI can keep their identities 
anonymous. 
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 من لیالي ھیوستن الحالمة 
 ..وأضواء ..وعشاء ...ورقص...غناء 

 .وأجواء تنقلك الى لیالي بیروت الساھرة 

 SKEWERSوھذه بعض اللقطات من لیالي 



اصѧѧبѧѧح عѧѧنѧѧوان لѧѧجѧѧمѧѧع الѧѧقѧѧلѧѧوب             
بѧѧالإفѧѧطѧѧار  . والأحѧѧبѧѧاء والأصѧѧدقѧѧاء      

بѧѧѧالأركѧѧѧیѧѧѧلѧѧѧة ، بѧѧѧالسѧѧѧنѧѧѧدویشѧѧѧات           
والعصیر والقھوة ولعѧب الѧطѧاولѧة         
والتحدي بالورق  بالغناء كѧل یѧوم       
خمیس وجمعة وسѧبѧت مѧع أشѧھѧر           
الѧѧمѧѧطѧѧربѧѧیѧѧن فѧѧي ھѧѧیѧѧوسѧѧتѧѧن وھѧѧذه        
بѧѧѧعѧѧѧض الѧѧѧلѧѧѧقѧѧѧطѧѧѧات مѧѧѧن الѧѧѧوجѧѧѧوه       

 .الساھرة

SHISHA  EXPRESS 



Dr. Majed and Mrs. Jenny Savage Ibrahim celebrated the engagement of their beautiful daughter 
Ashley to Mr. Fred Becker. The celebration was at their beautiful residence with friends and 
loved ones filled with joy, and amazing music. Lebanon Times magazine wishes the newly en-
gaged couple the best. (Below are some pictures of the event) 

Kari & Patrick Delaney 

Dr Abdelkader ,& Malak Fostok ,Dr Ibrahim 
Jack ,Sara, Ashley,Fred,Jenny, Alexander, 

Dr ibrahim 

Jenny Savage Ibrahim Ashley & Fred Ashley & Fred with their Parents 

Antonio Ibrahim & family Dr Khoury, Dr Ibrahim .Dr Sabbagh Ashley & Fred with their friends 

Dr Khoury,Dr Sabbagh, Dr majed, Ahmad & 
SanaaEl Khatib & Fadia Khoury 

Sanaa&  Ahmad El khatib Anne Jones ,Daniel Gonzales, 
Jennifer Phillips Al & Loretta Lawson & Eileen 



 

، ألدكتور المؤسس فراس رحمان  أن ستایلفي مجموعة الأسنان   
رحمان تفوّق في . د. قد وضع الآلاف من الزرع على مر السنین

حتى مع المرضى الذین قیل لھم أنھ لا   dentures" تثبیت"
 ھذا الإجراء المعجزة و الأحدث. یوجد ما یكفي من العظم للزراعة

بأمان  الشعورلطب الأسنان یسمح للمرضى الذین لدیھم طقم أسنان  

مدفع رمضان ابان صلاة المغرب في القدس تتولى           
عائلة صندوقة المسؤولیة عن مدفع الإفطار منذ                  

 .عاماً وتفتخر العائلة بھذا الإرث  120

ویعتمد رجائي مدفعاً صدئاً یعود تاریخھ الى عام                 
وضع في شارع مزدحم في القدس الشرقیة            1890

لا :ویقول رجائي   . یطل على أسوار المدینة القدیمة       
ینھي أحد من الصائمین قبل سماع صوت المدفع                 

 .وھذا فخر لي 

ویضیف قائلاً في أحد الأعوام إرتكبت خطأًً شنیعاً              
إنطلق المدفع قبل موعده بدقیقة وفي الیوم الثاني                  
كان الجمیع یصرخ في وجھي ویرید ضربي                          
فأدركت مدى أھمیة دوري في شھر رمضان ودور          
عائلة صندوقة التي تتولى ھذه المھمة منذ عام                        

1892 . 

 مدفع رمضان 
 وعائلة صندوقة في القدس

Lebanon Times 14 



METHODIST HOSPITAL 

أقام قسم الخدمات الدولیة في                
Methodist Hospital   حفل

افطار  بمناسبة شھر رمضان            
الكریم بحضور حشد من                       
الأصدقاء والأطباء والمحبین           
وبعض الوجوه من المجتمع                

 .الأمیركي في مبنى المستشفى

ومن الخضور نائب القنصل               
العام للمملكة العربیة السعودیة         
محمد بن عبداالله القنیعیر                        
وممثلي القنصلیة العامة لدولة           
قطر السادة  علي محمد آل                    

وھذه .  بادي وحمد آل مفتاح             
بعض اللقطات التي سجلتھا                 

 .عدسة لیبانون تایمز



 

 

 

7501 fannin st .  Houston, TX 77054 

Tel : 713.375.7100  /  Fax : 713.375.7105  /   www.UGHSystem.com 

Chairman / CEO and President 

http://www.UGHSystem.com


إفطار القنصلیة 
العامة للمملكة 

العربیة السعودیة في 
 ھیوستن تكساس 

أقامت القنصلѧیѧة الѧعѧامѧة         
لѧѧѧلѧѧѧمѧѧѧمѧѧѧلѧѧѧكѧѧѧة الѧѧѧعѧѧѧربѧѧѧیѧѧѧة      
السعودیة فѧي ھѧیѧوسѧتѧن         
تѧѧكѧѧسѧѧاس حѧѧفѧѧل إفѧѧطѧѧار           
بѧѧѧѧمѧѧѧѧنѧѧѧѧاسѧѧѧѧبѧѧѧѧة رمضѧѧѧѧان     

الѧѧѧمѧѧѧبѧѧѧارك فѧѧѧي فѧѧѧنѧѧѧѧدق           
ماریѧوت بѧحѧضѧور نѧائѧب         
القنصل العѧام مѧحѧمѧد بѧن        
عѧبѧѧداالله الѧѧقѧنѧѧیѧعѧѧیѧѧر الѧѧذي       
مѧѧѧثѧѧѧل الѧѧѧقѧѧѧنѧѧѧصѧѧѧل الѧѧѧعѧѧѧام      

. سѧѧѧلѧѧѧطѧѧѧان الѧѧѧعѧѧѧنѧѧѧقѧѧѧري        
بحضور حشد مѧن أبѧنѧاء        

. الѧѧجѧѧالѧѧیѧѧة السѧѧعѧѧودیѧѧة           
متمنین لѧلѧجѧمѧیѧع الѧخѧیѧر            
والبركة وللعالم الѧمѧحѧبѧة      
والسѧѧلام  وھѧѧذه بѧѧعѧѧѧض         

 .اللقطات 
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3330 Hillcroft Ave Suite  C.  Houston ,TX  77057 
Tel : 713-780-2041 /  Fax : 713-780-2042 /   Web : www.asweetfactory.com 

National Shipping Available      Over 30 Years of Experience 

 

Business Name 

Save  up  to  $300.00  on   your   deductible  
Our Primary services include:  

Claims    Handling     Assistance  
General Body and Paint  

All   insurance   Work  Accepted  
We accept all Major Credit Cards 

 Free Loaner Car    Free Estimates 

Suspension Repair     Color Matching        Rental  Car   assistance  

8 6 4 1  &  8 6 3 7 Schumacher  lane  Houston, TX   7 7 0 6 3 

TEL : 832-433-2111           FAX : 713-532-1344 

http://www.asweetfactory.com


Attorney Stephen Boutros celebrated his 40th birth-
day on July 4TH. He was surrounded by many friends 
and family members at his beautiful mansion. Leba-
non Times Magazine wishes him the best. 

Dr George ,Nadine ,Stephen & Claudine Boutros  Dr Sean, Claudine , Stephen & Dr George Boutros 

Tarek. Stephen, Elias &  Marwan Brandi, Mercedes, Lilian & Kristi 

Melissa, Jason,Heather & Jeremy 
Dennis, Julie Claudine , Roxanne, Lucia &  John 

Laura , Emily & Wendy 

Dennis, Mark, Peggy & Tandi 



“I have always struggled with my weight. Being 345 lbs., I was a prisoner inside my 
own body. Simply put, I was miserable and felt my life was passing me by.  Since the 
surgery I have lost 175 lbs! I have literally shed a whole other person! My days of 
suffering quietly and feeling terrible about myself for who I was, and what I had be-
come are way behind me… they are now my PAST! Now I feel healthier than ever 
and I can enjoy life with my loved ones and live life to the fullest! Dr. Mirza is a great 
surgeon, a great listener and a great person in general. I trust Dr. 
Mirza so much I have recommended him to many others including 
my own sister!” 

Lose Weight, Enjoy Life! 

Omar  

Brian Mirza 

MD, FACS CALL TODAY 

FOR YOUR NEW PATIENT APPOINTMENT! 

888.DR.MIRZA OR 713.339.1353 
DrBrianMirza.com  · 5757 Westheimer Rd., Suite 104, Houston, TX 77057 

Brian Mirza, MD, FACS offers laparoscopic surgical 
weight loss procedures including: 

0 Sleeve Gastrectomy  

0 Gastric Bypass 

0 Gastric Banding 

0 Revisions 

MANA YEGANI 
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW 

AREAS OF PRACTICE 

 IMMIGRATION LAW   (CITIZENSHIP, GREEN CARD, VISAS, DEPORTATION) 

 CRIMINAL DEFENSE (DWI, FELONY ASSAULT, DRUG CHARGES, TICKETS) 

 محامیة قانونیة

الإقامة الدائمة  و المواطنة و الترحیل   -الھجرة  یاقضا  

المخالفات القیادیة  -رسوم المخدرات  -جنایة الاعتداء  -الدفاع الجنائي   

MY@LAW-MANA.COM   .   WWW.LAW-MANA.COM  / 11500 N.W. Freeway, Suite 305— Houston, Texas 77092  

Office: 713-481-6703 
Fax: 281-674-8320 

Call us for a consultation    /   Languages we speak: English, Spanish, Farsi, Arabic 

Licensed By The Supreme Court of Texas 

mailto:MY@LAW-MANA.COM


 

إذا زرت المتحف الوطني اللبنانѧي سѧتѧجѧد بѧأنѧك دخѧلѧت إلѧى                
المرحلة الرومانیة البیزنطیة ، حیث تطالعك لوحة فسیѧفѧسѧاء    

ملھمة الفلسѧفѧة ، ویѧحѧیѧط        ) كالیوب(للحكماء السبعة الشھیرة 
بھا سقراط ورجال الحكمة السѧبѧعѧة ، بѧالإضѧافѧة إلѧى تѧمѧثѧال                

أما الفوانیس الأربعة فھي من الѧقѧرن       .  للأمبراطور ھوریان 
الثاني میلادي ، وعلى ھذه النوامیس نقوش تماثیل مѧتѧرنѧحѧة     

بѧѧالإضѧافѧة إلѧى نѧѧقѧوش مѧن أسѧطѧѧورة            .  لإلѧھ الѧحѧب كѧѧیѧوبѧیѧد           
كما یُشاھد الزائر آلھة الشفاء عند الفینقیین الذي كѧان   . أخیل 

مشھوراً في شفاء الأطفال ، لذا كثرت تماثیѧل الأولاد الѧذیѧن        
كانت تقدم لھ قرابین ، ومن الجھة الیُسرى ترى عرش كبیر  

وعѧلѧیѧھ    )  فینوس( ومعھ ستة عروش صغیرة لإلھة عشروت 
عدّة نقوش لأبѧي الѧھѧول الѧمѧجѧنѧح مѧن الѧحѧقѧبѧتѧیѧن الѧفѧارسѧیѧة                            

 . والرومانیة 

أما أھمّ موجودات المتحف على الإطلاق ھو ناووس أحیرام  
والكتابة المحفѧورة عѧلѧى      .)  م.القرن العاشر ق( ملك بیبلوس 

الناووس ھي أقدم كتابة معروفة بالأبجدیة الفینیقیة التѧي ھѧي    
وھѧذا الѧنѧاووس یѧرتѧكѧز عѧلѧى أربѧعѧة                .  أمّ الأبجدیات جمیعѧاً      

أسود جاثمة حیث یجلس الملك أحیرام علѧى عѧرش تѧحѧرسѧھ          
تماثیل أبي الھول المجنح ومن الجھѧة الѧثѧانѧیѧة نѧقѧوش حѧمѧلѧة                 

 . الھدایا والقرابین 

وإلى یسار الѧمѧدخѧل أیضѧا أثѧر خشѧبѧي ، قѧطѧعѧة مѧن خشѧب                         
تشѧѧѧیѧѧѧر إلѧѧѧى الأرز     .)  م. ق  41( الأرز تѧѧѧعѧѧѧود إلѧѧѧى الѧѧѧعѧѧѧام         

أمѧّا الѧطѧابѧق الأول فѧѧیѧضѧم فѧخѧاریѧات مѧن الألѧѧف                   .  الѧدھѧري    
ومن عاجیات بالإضافة إلى تماثیل برونزیة   .) .م.ق( الرابع 

مغطاة بورق الذھب ، وتیѧجѧان وأكѧالѧیѧل ودروع وصѧنѧدوق              
مذھب وفؤوس ذھبѧیѧة وخѧنѧجѧر مѧرصѧع بѧالѧذھѧب والѧفѧضѧة                      

 . والعاج وخواتم وأساور ذات نقوش لرؤوس حیوانات 

أما الواجھة الزجاجیة فھي مخصѧّصѧة لѧنѧمѧاذج مѧن الѧقѧمѧاش                
 . المصبوغ بالأرجوان ، أصلھ من الحلزون البحري 

ھذه جولة بسیطة وسریعة قѧمѧنѧا بѧھѧا سѧویѧاً داخѧل الѧمѧتѧحѧف                      
ویѧبѧقѧى الѧكѧثѧیѧر والѧكѧثѧیѧر مѧن الѧحѧقѧبѧات                      ..  الوطني اللبنѧانѧي      

التاریخیة تحكي قصѧة وطѧن یѧعѧود تѧاریѧخѧھ إلѧى سѧتѧة آلاف                    
 . سنة 
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 كل عام وانتم بخیر



 
         On the ground floor of the museum 
are displayed mosaics and stone pieces, 
some of which are monumental. In the cen-
tral and right hand sections of the hall are 
objects from Roman-Byzantine period (64 
B.C. to 636 A.D.), starting with the famous 
Mosaic of the Seven Wise Men at the mu-
seum entrance. This well-preserved mosaic, 
which once decorated the dining room of a 
Roman villa in Baalbeck, depicts Calliope, 
muse of Philosophy, surrounded by Socra-
tes and the Seven Wise Men. Nearby is 
statuary from the same period, including the 
statue of Emperor Hadrian, discovered in 
Tyre. 

 Four carved second century A.D. Ro-
man Sarcophagi, two on either side of the 
central hall, are arguably among the most 
spectacular objects in the museum. One is 
decorated with the Drunken Cupids, another 
with scenes of Battle between Greeks. Fac-
ing them, the two others depict the legend of 
Achilles. The sarcophagi were found in 
Tyre’s necropolis, along with dozens of 
other tombs and sarcophagi discovered by 
Emir Maurice Chehab, Lebanon’s first Direc-
tor General of Antiquities (1942-1982). You 
can also see stone architects’ models of the 
Roman Theater in Baalbeck and the Roman 
temple at Niha in the Beqaa valley. Also 
from Niha temple is a reconstructed stone 

altar flanked by carved lions. 

 The rest of the museum’s ground 
floor is dedicated to the second and first mil-
lennium B.C. On the right side of the hall are 
the objects associated with Eshmoun, the 
Phoenician god of healing, whose temple 
can be seen near Sidon. Eshmoun was es-
pecially venerated for healing children, and 
the statutes of babies (usually boys) were 
used as votive offerings to the god. Also 
look for the hugs tribune from Eshmoun 
temple (4th century B.C.), carved with gods 
and goddesses on one tier and dancing fig-
ures on the other. Displayed on the left of 
central hall is the collection of thrones. A big 
one, discovered in the temple of goddess 
Astar te (Venus) .  Flanked by winged 
sphinxes, the Astarte thrones come from 
various sites in Lebanon and date from the 
Persian to the Roman periods. 

 The imposing limestone colossus in 
the Egyptian style at the far left of the hall 
was found in Byblos. Of local manufacture, 
its date is uncertain although it probably re-
flects the pervasive Egyptian influence in 
Byblos during the 3rd and 2nd millennium 
B.C. In the same room is a plain marble sar-
cophagus with a Phoenician inscription. 
Found in Byblos, it dates to the 4th century 
B.C. 
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 The museum’s most important piece is 
undoubtedly the sarcophagus of Ahiram, 
King of Byblos (10th century B.C.). The 
inscription which starts on the side of the 
coffin and continues on the border of the 
lid, is the earliest text using the Phoeni-
cian alphabet, the prototype of Roman-
Byzantine sarcophagi, this limestone cof-
fin reveals a mixture of Egyptian and Hit-
tite-Syrian influences. The sarcophagus 
on four crouching lions while one side 
king Ahiram is seated on a throne 
guarded by winged sphinxes. The other 
side shows people procession bearing 
offerings. 

 Only two of the museum’s 26 
white marble anthropoid sarcophagi, 
each with the carved face of the de-
ceased, are on display. This important 
collection will be exhibited in its entirety 
after extended work in the building’s 
lower level is complete, Dating from the 
5th century B.C., 19 of the sarcophagi 
were found near Sidon in 1901. They 
were called the “Ford Collection” in honor 
to the Director of the American Presbyte-
rian School where they were discovered. 

Later, other anthropoid sarcophagi were 
added to the collection. 

 One wood object can be found 
among all these stones. To the left of the 
entrance is a well-aged chunk of cedar, 
dating to 41 B.C. Valued for its long last-
ing properties, the Cedar of Lebanon 
played an important role in the early 
commerce of Tyre, Sidon and Byblos. 

 If the carved and inscribed stones 
on the ground floor are architectural and 
monumental in scope, the first floor re-
veals artistry of a finer kind. Here are the 
march of history seems to slow down as 
the traditions of pottery, jewelry and 
glass-making reveal the timelessness of 
human endeavor. 

 At the end of the visit, a vitrine dis-
plays damaged objects during the war. 
Lumpish blobs of molten glass, blacked 
stone and twisted metal give some hint of 
the war’s effect on Lebanon’s heritage 
and of the tremendous task of rehabilitat-
ing the museum. Many other objects are 
being restored and will gradually be 
shown to the public.  
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وھѧѧѧكѧѧѧذا عѧѧѧنѧѧѧدمѧѧѧا اقѧѧѧتѧѧѧرب عѧѧѧیѧѧѧد            
THANKSGIVING       دѧیѧأي ع

الشѧѧكѧѧر سѧѧمѧѧعѧѧا روكѧѧز وفѧѧدعѧѧوس           
صاحب الѧمѧزرعѧة یѧقѧول لѧزوجѧتѧھ             
بأن غداً سیذبح التركي إحتفاءً بعید   
الشѧѧѧكѧѧѧر ، فصѧѧѧرَخ روكѧѧѧز بѧѧѧوجѧѧѧھ        

غداً  ...  ھل سمعت : فدعوس قائلاً 
كان   1910لأنھ في عام (سیذبحنا 

اللبنѧانѧي یصѧل إلѧى دول الإنѧتѧشѧار             
یجواز سفر تركي وكانوا یѧطѧلѧقѧون     

لذا اختѧلѧط الإسѧم      )  علیھ إسم تركو  
) أي دیѧѧك الѧѧحѧѧبѧѧش    ( بѧѧیѧѧن الѧѧتѧѧركѧѧي     

والѧѧتѧѧركѧѧو فѧѧاعѧѧتѧѧقѧѧدا بѧѧأن صѧѧاحѧѧب           
الѧѧمѧѧزرعѧѧة سѧѧیѧѧذبѧѧحѧѧھѧѧمѧѧا ، فѧѧأخѧѧذا            
یѧѧѧفѧѧѧكѧѧѧران عѧѧѧن طѧѧѧریѧѧѧقѧѧѧة لإنѧѧѧقѧѧѧاذ           
أرواحھما من الذبح فاسرعا وأخѧذا    
ثیابھما وأخذا یركضان في الѧظѧلام     
لѧѧѧلѧѧѧھѧѧѧروب فشѧѧѧاھѧѧѧدھѧѧѧمѧѧѧا صѧѧѧاحѧѧѧب     
المزرعة فاعتقد بأنھما سرقا شѧیѧئѧاً         
مѧѧا مѧѧن مѧѧزرعѧѧتѧѧھ فѧѧحѧѧمѧѧل بѧѧنѧѧدقѧѧیѧѧة          
الصید التي كان یحѧتѧفѧظ بѧھѧا وأخѧذ         
یطلق علیھما النیران وھما یقѧفѧزان     
وأحѧیѧѧانѧѧاً یѧѧنѧѧبѧѧطѧѧحѧان عѧلѧѧى الأرض         

نѧجѧیѧنѧا یѧا       :  وھما یصرخان قائلѧیѧن    
ربّ مѧن صѧѧاحѧب الѧѧمѧزرعѧѧة الѧѧذي         
یرید ذبح التركي أي یرید ذبحѧنѧا ،        

 . كل ھذا العقاب لأننا مش روم 
وبین صریخھما وعویلѧھѧمѧا وعѧلѧى       
صѧѧوت الѧѧنѧѧیѧѧران وصѧѧل الѧѧبѧѧولѧѧیѧѧس        
الذي ألقى علیھما القبѧض ، ولѧكѧنѧھ          
لѧم یѧفѧھѧѧم شѧیѧئѧѧاً مѧنѧھѧمѧѧا إلاّ بѧعѧد أن                   
استعان في الѧیѧوم الѧتѧالѧي بѧمѧتѧرجѧم              
للغة العѧربѧیѧة ، وعѧنѧد الإسѧتѧفѧسѧار               
وتѧѧفѧѧھѧѧم الѧѧوضѧѧع غѧѧرق الѧѧجѧѧمѧѧیѧѧع             

 . بالضحك 
والیوم أحفѧادھѧمѧا أصѧبѧحѧا یѧمѧلѧكѧان             

مѧѧوتѧѧیѧѧل مѧѧا بѧѧیѧѧن نѧѧیѧѧویѧѧورك               18
 ѧѧرسѧѧوجѧѧیѧѧان        يونѧѧظѧѧفѧѧتѧѧحѧѧا یѧѧمѧѧوھ ،

بشѧѧراویѧѧل فѧѧدعѧѧوس وروكѧѧز فѧѧѧي           
 . منازلھما 

ھѧѧذا نѧѧمѧѧوذج عѧѧن الѧѧقѧѧھѧѧر والѧѧعѧѧذاب        
الѧѧѧѧذیѧѧѧѧن كѧѧѧѧانѧѧѧѧا یѧѧѧѧرافѧѧѧѧقѧѧѧѧان أوائѧѧѧѧل        
الѧѧمѧѧھѧѧاجѧѧریѧѧن إلѧѧى دول الإغѧѧتѧѧراب       
الذین حفروا الصѧخѧور بѧأظѧافѧرھѧم           
ومھدوا طریق النجاح للجیل الثاني   

 . والثالث 

 في العدد القادم یبدأ مسلسل جدید عن أول مغترب وصل الى أمیركا 
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 خبر عاجل
فمن یجد بنفسھ   Lebanon Timesمطلوب مندوبین ومندوبات للإعلانات والعلاقات العامة لمجلة 

 الكفاءة الإتصال على الارقام التالیة 
713 961 1700  /  Cell : 832 552 8438 Tel :  
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 وقف إعرابي أمام جملھ الذي یُفارق الحیاة ، حزیناً كئیباً 

 :فوجده یَبكي ، فاستغرب الإعرابي للأمر وقال لھ  

 لماذا تبكي أیّھا الجمَل؟

 :لكن الجمل رفض الكلام ، فقال لھ الإعرابي 

 .سامحني إذا ضربتك یوماً بالعصا 

 لكن الجمل لم یتوقف عن البكاء 

 :فاقترب منھ الإعرابي  قائلاً  

 سامحني إذا تركتك تعطش 

 سامحني إذا حمّلتك أكثر مما تستطیع  

 سامحني یا جملي ، یا رفیق عمري  

 .لكن الجمل إستمرّ في البكاء  

 :عندَھا صرَخ الإعرابي وقال 

 بربك قل لي لماذا تبكي ؟

 :فنظر الجمل الى الإعرابي وقال 

 لم أبكِ من سوء معاملتك لي 

 ولا أبكي لأنك كنت تضربني  

 ولا لأنك كنت تحمّلني أكثر مما أستطیع 

 بل أبكي لأنك كنت تربطني وراء الحمار ، وتجعلھ یمشي  

 .لھذا السبب أبكي ، ولن أسامحك أبداً ... أمامي 

 والآن أیھا القارئ إذا كنت تبكي فھذه مُصیبة ، وإذا كنت لا

 !!قل لي من یَمشي أمامك؟؟... تبكي فالمصیبة أعظم  

 رئیس التحریر                                               
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