piL. Morris

Special Agent in
Charge of the

Houston FBI Division

i Interviewed by Julia Nader & Saleem Jaoude

|
N role of the FBI is somewhat
undefined in the minds of
Jmost people. Who is the

FBI ? What is the mission of
the FBI ? Is the FBI still the major na-
tional intelligence-gathering agency?
Does the FBI have a role regarding immi-
grants?

Lebanon Times Magazine took the lead
in interviewing the Head of the FBI office
in Houston Mr. Stephen L. Morris

¢ What is the role of the FBI, their
goals, and when do they intervene?

Principal role is to defend and protect the
Constitution of the United States. Three
Principal roles. The first is to defend United
States against foreign attacks whether it is
counter intelligence or terrorist attacks. The
other is to investigate violations against
criminal law being committed against the
U.S thirdly serving a leadership role where
we go out and facilitate and teach and lead
our domestic law enforcement agencies
throughout the country. We have roughly
anywhere from 18,000 or more law



enforcement agencies. We play a leadership
role in providing national policy guidance train-

ing.

¢+ Is the FBI considered the highest au-
thority agency in the USA?

No, not the highest. We are partners with
18,000 law enforcement agencies and we pro-
vide leadership role when it comes to stan-
dardizing. One of the unique things that we
have is a domestic law enforcement role and
integral members of intelligence community.
We are equal partners with other agencies.
We do not supersede anyone. We bring to the
table any information that may help other
agencies.

¢ Was the FBIl able to lower the risk of ter-
rorism outside the USA?

| would like to say we have been successful.
Outside of the U.S., we work hand & glove
with host countries in a liaison capacity to help
facilitate investigations. Through our partner-
ships with other countries we like to think we
have been successful. Since 911, our pres-
ence in foreign countries has more than dou-
bled. This is a reflection of the relationship we
have built with other countries.

¢+ Does the FBI get involved in politics or
security or both?

Doesn’'t matter what political party is in the
White House. When you find yourself involved
in some investigations, particularly fraud, we
have to be careful of our political involvement.
We stay A-political.

¢+ Does the FBI have any presence in the
Middle East?

Our legal attaché offices have more than dou-
bled. We currently have nine offices in the
Middle East. Our mission is the same no mat-
ter what country we are in. We are the liaison
in every country. Many times our offices are

not staffed in other countries, and they often
have to do everything from typing reports to
taking care of equipment and conducting in-
vestigations. It is challenging and we have
been able to share information with other
countries. It all comes back to protecting the
U.S. and citizens traveling outside of the U.S.

¢ Does the FBI work under cover or in the
open, and what risks are they exposed
to?

The majority of investigations are in the open.
Depending on the nature of crime or investiga-
tion, sometimes we have to be under cover.
As an agency, we have a tremendous role of
oversight. We have to make sure that investi-
gations are being conducted within the law.
The FBI strikes the balance in protecting civil
liberties.
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¢+ Do you have a lot of Agents from the
Middle East?

Hard to track how many agents we have from
the Middle East because we don'’t track differ-
ent ethnicities. We recruit from all walks of life.
We are only as effective as we are able to get
along with different communities. We don’t
keep numbers or statistics on agents’ ethnici-
ties.

e« What are the requirements to join as an

agent in the FBI?

Every FBI agent has to have a 4 year college
degree. Minimum age is 23 years old and the
maximum age is 37 for a field agent. Profes-
sional support can be older. | started in 1988
as administrative and then finished my degree
then took the test. The FBI will perform a
background check on your entire life. They will
check everything about you. They also check
your immediate family members. When you
hold top secret clearance, it is extremely im-
portant that they know everything about you.

¢+ Can an FBI agent share his memoires
after retirement?

Yes, an FBI agent can share their memoirs.

They can even write books while employed,

but it requires FBI approval. They just can’t

reveal any top secret stuff that would compro-

mise a third party or intelligence.

¢+ What do you vision or see the role of
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the FBI ten or twenty years from now?

Looking back on last 20 years, the short an-
swer is very high tech or cyber. As far as
threats, it will go up. Cyber threats will be our
biggest challenge. We have to evolve-- we
have to change. If we don’t then our jobs be-
come extremely difficult. In Houston we had to
stop resisting what we are looking at. We have
to look down the road a bit. This is what is go-
ing on now, but where is it taking us? On a na-
tional level, the director is concerned with cy-
ber threats. State sponsored stuff, interna-
tional organized crime groups that are hack-
ing, to just the basic 16 year old that defaces
a website. Anonymity that the internet pro-
vides is the double edged sword. We live in a
global community. The FBI has to be able to
work outside the U.S. Our mission will always
be to protect our country, and be partners with
other countries to mitigate the threat.

“Technology continues to shrink our com-
munities”

¢+ What is the percentage of terrorism the

FBIl was able to uncover?
It is hard to measure something you don’t
know. There are probably threats that we
have mitigated that we don’t know about. We
are good as an agency about responding to it
and mitigating it. After 911, we can no longer
afford to be reactive; we have to be more pro-
active.



¢ What is the difference between the FBI
and the NSA?

That's a very good question because you're
right. We are not like a national police agency
that does it all. The best way of putting that is
that the FBI is a domestic law enforcement
agency, but we don’'t wear uniforms. What is
unique about the FBI is that we have the larg-
est jurisdiction. If it is a crime against the U.S.
we override. We have over 400 criminal viola-
tions that we are currently charged with inves-
tigating. We are partners with the NSA and
often find ourselves sitting at the same table.
What a lot of people are confused is that we
are full partners in the intelligence community.
The FBI wears two hats: the intelligence com-
munity partners in charge of protecting the US
and we have a basic law enforcement role.

¢ How can Lebanon times be of help to
the FBI?

You just touched on it a minute ago. Person-
ally, I found myself doing this over the last 15
years--demystifying the FBI. The perception is
that we are this secret police force. The reality
is that we are law abiding citizens that live and
work where you do. Depending on which
country an individual came from, their relation-
ship with law enforcement is different. One of
our biggest things is that it is all about civil
rights and privacy and the constitution of the
United States. Sometimes we are called upon

to investigate other agencies. Whether you
are talking about fraud or corruption. If you
had to sum it up, the FBI separates itself as a
law enforcement agency and is the enforcer of
civil rights. The Federal government has the
most powerful tools when it comes to investi-
gating or enforcing civil rights. So the FBI
keeps everybody in check? Lebanon Times
magazine can help us send a message to the
communities that we are serving the people
and protecting their civil rights. Every FBI em-
ployee is engrained to defend our rights as
U.S. citizens and protecting our life. We want
people to understand that their right to walk
down the street and have businesses is as sa-
cred to us as it is to them. When it comes
down to what is truly our mission, we have to
communicate that there is a level of trust. You
have to trust the FBI. The FBI wants you to
call with any suspicious activity. The number
is 713-693-5000.

It's beyond civil rights its human rights.

¢+ How many agents would you like to re-
cruit in Houston from Middle East back
ground in the next 12 months?

The more the merrier. It's difficult, but clearly
our success as an agency regardless of where
we are is directly attributed to how we are ac-
cepted in the community. The more Lebanese
agents and employees we can employ, the
better off we will be. There is no Limit.
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That applies to any ethnicity.

¢ When should someone from the Leba-
nese or Arab community call the FBI?

If you feel that you or someone may be a vic-
tim of a crime or witnessed a crime. | don’t
care what country you come from, if some-
thing doesn’t feel right, you need to call
the FBI. Any time there is a concern call :

713-693-5000 or report to fbi.gov.

¢+ If a crime is committed that is a viola-
tion of local, state, and federal laws,
does the FBI “take over” the investiga-
tion?

The Houston offices of FBI have the best rela-
tionship with local police, state police, and
other federal agencies. We work very closely
with HPD Chief McClelland and Sherriff Gar-
cia. We talk every week. The beauty of our
great relationship is that it permeates through
the office down to the street level. If a local
officer comes into a situation, they can discuss
where they can get the biggest bang, so they
may decide to take it to a federal level to get
the maximum penalty. We don’t take over any
investigations, we coordinate with other agen-
cies.

¢+ What are the biggest crime problems
threats facing the FBI in Houston?

Nationwide, preventing any terrorist act from
happening is top priority. Terrorism is abso-
lutely the top priority. Second priority would be
any threats from foreign intelligence, or spies,
coming in and stealing our information, tech-
nology, or way of life. Third is Cyber. From
there, public corruption is our top criminal
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threat. That gets to the integrity of our way of
life as far as our trust of elected officials and
people in power is concerned. When you lose
your position of power and trust that is when
you start degrading our way of life. Of course
civil rights are right on the heels of corruption.

¢ Are we safe?

Right now we are. | say that because we have
been successful. | feel more confident that al-
though we hit some bumps in the road as far
as information sharing, we have significantly
improved in our ability to share information
and mitigate threats. | think we are safe, but it
is not an end game, it is a constant intui-
tive thing. It is a mindset. You are con-
stantly striving to do your best. The com-
munity has a responsibility to keep the FBI in-
formed of suspected threats. The individuals
that inform the FBI can keep their identities
anonymous.
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. Majed and Mrs. Jenny Savage Ibrahim celebrated the engagement of their beautiful daughter
Ashley to Mr. Fred Becker. The celebration was at their beautiful residence with friends and
loved ones filled with joy, and amazing music. Lebanon Times magazine wishes the newly en-
gaged couple the best. (Below are some pictures of the event)
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Dr. Firas Rahman :
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Dental Cleaning
New Patient Special
4 X-rays &
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IV Sedation
4 Wisdom teeth
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may be an addifional charge.
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Natlonal Shlpplng Avallable Over 30 Years of Experlence

3330 Hillcroft Ave Suite C. Houston ,TX 77057
Tel : 713-780-2041 / Fax : 713-780-2042 / Web : www.asweetfactory.com

"'Sim goron
Our Primary services include:

All insurance Work Accepted
We accept all Major Credit Cards
Claims Handling Assistance

General Body and Paint Free Loaner Car Free Estimates
Suspension Repair Color Matching Rental Car assistance
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Dr Sean, Claudine , Stephen & rge Boutros

1 Happy Birthday Stephen

Attorney Stephen Boutros celebrated his 40" birth-
day on July 4™. He was surrounded by many friends
and family members at his beautiful mansion. Leba-
non Times Magazine wishes him the best.




Lose Weight, Enjoy Life!

“I have always struggled with my weight. Being 345 Ibs., | was a prisoner inside my
own body. Simply put, | was miserable and felt my life was passing me by. Since the
surgery | have lost 175 Ibs! | have literally shed a whole other person! My days of
suffering quietly and feeling terrible about myself for who I was, and what | had be-
come are way behind me... they are now my PAST! Now | feel healthier than ever
and | can enjoy life with my loved ones and live life to the fullest! Dr. Mirza is a great
surgeon, a great listener and a great person in general. | trust Dr.

Mirza so much | have recommended him to many others including

my own sister!”

Brian Mirza, MD, FACS offers laparoscopic surgical

weight loss procedures including:
O Sleeve Gastrectomy

8 0 Gastric Bypass
O Gastric Banding

CALL TODAY O Revisions

FOR YOUR NEW PATIENT APPOINTMENT!
888.DR.MIRZA OR 713.339.1353

DrBrianMirza.com * 5757 Westheimer Rd., Suite 104, Houston, TX 77057

Brian Mirza

MD, FACS

MANA YEGANI

ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW

AREAS OF PRACTICE
+ IMMIGRATION LAW (CITIZENSHIP, GREEN CARD, VISAS, DEPORTATION)
+ CRIMINAL DEFENSE (DWI, FELONY ASSAULT, DRUG CHARGES, TICKETS)
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MY@LAW-MANA.COM . WWW.LAW-MANA.COM /11500 N.W. Freeway, Suite 305— Houston, Texas 77092
Call us for a consultation / Languages we speak: English, Spanish, Farsi, Arabic

Licensed By The Supreme Court of Texas
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On the ground floor of the museum
are displayed mosaics and stone pieces,
some of which are monumental. In the cen-
tral and right hand sections of the hall are
objects from Roman-Byzantine period (64
B.C. to 636 A.D.), starting with the famous
Mosaic of the Seven Wise Men at the mu-
seum entrance. This well-preserved mosaic,
which once decorated the dining room of a
Roman villa in Baalbeck, depicts Calliope,
muse of Philosophy, surrounded by Socra-
tes and the Seven Wise Men. Nearby is
statuary from the same period, including the
statue of Emperor Hadrian, discovered in
Tyre.

Four carved second century A.D. Ro-
man Sarcophagi, two on either side of the
central hall, are arguably among the most
spectacular objects in the museum. One is
decorated with the Drunken Cupids, another
with scenes of Battle between Greeks. Fac-
ing them, the two others depict the legend of
Achilles. The sarcophagi were found in
Tyre’s necropolis, along with dozens of
other tombs and sarcophagi discovered by
Emir Maurice Chehab, Lebanon’s first Direc-
tor General of Antiquities (1942-1982). You
can also see stone architects’ models of the
Roman Theater in Baalbeck and the Roman
temple at Niha in the Begaa valley. Also
from Niha temple is a reconstructed stone
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V—
altar flanked by carved lions.

The rest of the museum’s ground
floor is dedicated to the second and first mil-
lennium B.C. On the right side of the hall are
the objects associated with Eshmoun, the
Phoenician god of healing, whose temple
can be seen near Sidon. Eshmoun was es-
pecially venerated for healing children, and
the statutes of babies (usually boys) were
used as votive offerings to the god. Also
look for the hugs tribune from Eshmoun
temple (4™ century B.C.), carved with gods
and goddesses on one tier and dancing fig-
ures on the other. Displayed on the left of
central hall is the collection of thrones. A big
one, discovered in the temple of goddess
Astarte (Venus). Flanked by winged
sphinxes, the Astarte thrones come from
various sites in Lebanon and date from the
Persian to the Roman periods.

The imposing limestone colossus in
the Egyptian style at the far left of the hall
was found in Byblos. Of local manufacture,
its date is uncertain although it probably re-
flects the pervasive Egyptian influence in
Byblos during the 3" and 2"* millennium
B.C. In the same room is a plain marble sar-
cophagus with a Phoenician |nscr|pt|on

Found in Byblos, it dates to the 4™ century
B.C.
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The museum’s most important piece is
undoubtedly the sarcophagus of Ahiram,
King of Byblos (10" century B.C.). The
inscription which starts on the side of the
coffin and continues on the border of the
lid, is the earliest text using the Phoeni-
cian alphabet, the prototype of Roman-
Byzantine sarcophagi, this limestone cof-
fin reveals a mixture of Egyptian and Hit-
tite-Syrian influences. The sarcophagus
on four crouching lions while one side
king Ahiram is seated on a throne
guarded by winged sphinxes. The other
side shows people procession bearing
offerings.

Only two of the museum’s 26
white marble anthropoid sarcophagi,
each with the carved face of the de-
ceased, are on display. This important
collection will be exhibited in its entirety
after extended work in the building’s
lower level is complete, Dating from the
5" century B.C., 19 of the sarcophagi
were found near Sidon in 1901. They
were called the “Ford Collection” in honor
to the Director of the American Presbyte-
rian School where they were discovered.

Later, other anthropoid sarcophagi were
added to the collection.

One wood object can be found
among all these stones. To the left of the
entrance is a well-aged chunk of cedar,
dating to 41 B.C. Valued for its long last-
ing properties, the Cedar of Lebanon
played an important role in the early
commerce of Tyre, Sidon and Byblos.

If the carved and inscribed stones
on the ground floor are architectural and
monumental in scope, the first floor re-
veals artistry of a finer kind. Here are the
march of history seems to slow down as
the traditions of pottery, jewelry and
glass-making reveal the timelessness of
human endeavor.

At the end of the visit, a vitrine dis-
plays damaged objects during the war.
Lumpish blobs of molten glass, blacked
stone and twisted metal give some hint of
the war’'s effect on Lebanon’s heritage
and of the tremendous task of rehabilitat-
ing the museum. Many other objects are
being restored and will gradually be
shown to the public.
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