General John Abizaid
Commander- Central
Command

John P. Abizaid retired from the United States
Army in May, 2007, after thirty-four years of
active service. After graduating from the
United States Military Academy at West
Point, he rose from second lieutenant of in-
fantry to four-star general in the Army. At the
time of his retirement he was the longest-
serving commander of United States Central
Command, with responsibility for an area
spanning 27 countries in the Middle East,
Southwest Asia, and the Horn of Africa. Dur-
ing a distinguished career he commanded
units at every level, serving in the combat
zones of Grenada, Lebanon, Kurdistan, Bos-
nia, Kosovo, Afghanistan and Irag. Units un-
der his command have included the 1st Infan-
try Division, a brigade in the 82nd Airborne
Division, and two Ranger companies. Abizaid
worked on the Joint Staff three times, the last
as Director. He studied at the University of
Jordan in Amman, holds a master’'s degree in
Middle Eastern Studies from Harvard Univer-
sity, and is widely considered to be an expert

in the field of Middle Eastern affairs. As such,
Abizaid was one of the first to recognize the
protracted nature of the ongoing conflict
against religious-inspired extremists, which
he once termed "The Long War." General
Abizaid serves as the Distinguished Chair of
the Combating Terrorism Center at West
Point. He is a Distinguished Fellow of the
Hoover Institution at Stanford University, and
works with the Preventative Defense Project
at Stanford University and Harvard’s Kennedy
School of Government. He speaks on leader-
ship and international security through the
Washington Speakers’ Bureau. He is a mem-
ber of the Council on Foreign Relations and
the International Institute for Strategic Stud-
ies, and serves as a Director of the George
Olmsted Foundation. Through his consulting
company, JPA Partners LLC, General Abizaid
advises small businesses through Fortune
500 companies nationally and internationally,
and serves as a Board Member for both
USAA and RPM, Inc.

Lieutenant Alfred Naifeh WWI1I Hero

Alfred Naifeh was raised in Norman,

Okla., and graduated from the Univer-
sity of Oklahoma with a law degree in
1940. Following graduation, he served
as law clerk for Federal Judge Alfred
P. Murrah in Oklahoma City. World
War Il began and Naifeh received
commission as an ensign in the Sup-
ply Corps on July 5, 1941. While serv-
ing on the USS MEREDITH in the
Solomon Islands, the ship was struck
by a massive Japanese air raid and
rapidly sunk. Naifeh, lieutenant, junior
grade, worked for two days and nights
to locate his wounded shipmates and
place them aboard life rafts. On the
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third day, he died of exhaustion after
fighting off shark attacks and rescuing
many shipmates. Naifeh was posthu-
mously awarded the Navy and Marine
Corps Medal and the Purple Heart for
his heroics. In 1944, the USS NAIFEH
was commissioned and began its ca-
reer in convoy duty. The ship was de-
commissioned in June 1946 and sat
idle for four and a half years in the Pa-
cific Reserve Fleet. The USS NAIFEH
was reinstated in January 1951 to as-
sist in the Korean Conflict. It was en-
gaged in extensive patrol, mine
sweeping, ASW and shore bombard-
ment activities.
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Theodore "Teddy"
Roosevelt Shapou

Captain, U.S. Army
Air Corps

known more simply as
Teddy Shapou, was an
American war hero of World
War Il. He was born in Law-
rence, Massachusetts in
1919 to Lebanese-American
parents but grew up in New
Bern, NC with his three sis-
ters. He first attended NC
State in Raleigh, NC, then
transferred to Georgetown
College in Kentucky to be
closer to his future wife.
There he starred in football,
baseball, and studied zool-
ogy and botany before drop-
ping out to join the Army Air
Force He was first assigned
to a pursuit group in Puerto
Rico before joining the 14th
Air Force in China as a
fighter pilot. He served with
the Flying Tigers in the
Burma Theater. (the 74th
Fighter Squadron). He was
awarded at the same cere-
mony the Silver Star, Distin-
guished Flying Cross, and
the Air Medal "for combat
flying in China." He is said to
have shot down several Ze-
ros and assisted with down-

ing a Mitsubishi bomber.

e

Colonel James
Jabara

First American
jet ace, USAF F-
86 Sabre pilot
Shot down 15
MiGs over Korea,
awarded Distin-
guished Service
Cross

With family roots in the vil-
lage of Merjayoun , Leba-
non , standing only 5 feet,
5 inches tall, and needing
to wear glasses, James Ja-
bara was an unlikely candi-
date to become a hotshot
American fighter pilot. But
he was, and he was one of
the hottest, his country's
first jet ace, and a triple ace
in Korea .in the Air Force
community, if not to the
American public, he was a
legend . One night in
1953, a young pilot was
ordered to fly Jabara into
his base. He zipped out in
a T-33 and picked up his
famous passenger, who
promptly stowed his gear in
the way of the ejection seat
and lit up a cigar. But the
young pilot didn't object.

Bill B Bazzi
Staff Sergeant
U.S. Marine Corps

SSgt Bazzi was born in
Lebanon. Immigrated to
the United States in 1976.
Joined the United States
Marines in 1984. Got out of
Active duty in 1988. Re-
ceived Bachelor's Degree
in 1990 and a Master's De-
gree in 1993 from Embry
Riddle Aeronautical Uni-
versity. SSgt Bazzi Joined
the Marine Corps Reserve
in 1999 and was activated
6 times since September
2001.In the private sector,
SSGT is an Research En-
gineer for Ford Motor Com-
pany Awards & Decora-
tions MARINE CORPS
GOOD CONDUCT
MEDAL, SELECTED MA-
RINE CORPS RESERVE
MEDAL, GLOBAL WAR
ON TERRORISM SER-
VICE MEDAL, (2) NA-
TIONAL DEFENSE SER-
VICE MEDAL, NAVY AND
MARINE CORPS
ACHIEVEMENT MEDAL,
MILITARY OUT-
STANDING VOLUNTEER
SERVICE MEDAL,
ARMED FORCES RE-
SERVE MEDAL, (2) CER-
TIFICATE OF COMMEN-
DATION (INDIVIDUAL
AWARD), Numerous LET-
TERS OF APPRECIATION
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Chaﬂés Abdel-
nour Vietham Vet-
eran

Service: US Army
Status: Veteran - Vietnam Era

Former San Diego City Clerk
Charles "Chuck" Abdelnour
has become the newest
elected member of the TJSL
Board of Trustees. Abdelnour
also is a 1974 graduate of the
law school and was inducted
into the law school's "Hall of
Fame" in 1990. He was ap-
pointed San Diego City Clerk
in 1977 and only recently re-
tired in 2005 after a long and
illustrious career. Abdelnour
now will serve as a member of
the governing board of advi-
sors for Thomas Jefferson
School of Law, a private, not-
for-profit institution that is one
of San Diego's three American
Bar Association accredited law
schools. Located in the historic
community of Old Town San
Diego, the law school currently
has 800 students and more
than 5,000 graduates, includ-
ing such prominent alumni as
Abdelnour, San Diego District
Attorney Bonnie Dumanis, and
U.S. Congressman Duncan
Hunter. As City Clerk of the
nation's seventh largest city,
Abdelnour was recognized
many times for his adminstra-
tive skills and innovation
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Ms. Rima Kassis
Master Sergeant,
U.S. Air Force

Status: Active Duty
Billet: Instructor,Jet Air-
craft Mechanic

| am first generation Ameri-
can. My mom, dad, sister
and brother came to Amer-
ica in 1957. They came
from Lebanon. My dad was
Palestinian and my mom is
Lebanese.As | grew up |
always thought about the
fact that if they hadn't come
to America, | may not have
been born. | had always
had an interest in the mli-
tary due to the discipline.
Couple that with the fact
that | wanted to pay back
America giving my family
the opportunity to come
here, | joined the USAF in
1986.

David Fawal

U.S. Navy JAG-
Judge Advocate
General

Rank: Commander
Status : Active Reserve

Commander David Fawal is
a Palestinian Arab-
American, whose parents
were born in the West Bank
town of Ramallah." David is
an Alabama native, who
graduated Cum Laude from
Birmingham-Southern Col-
lege in 1986. He graduated
from Cumberland School of
Law, Stamford University
(J.D.) in 1990. While in law
school, he was Associate
Managing Editor of The
American Journal of Trial
Advocacy, and a member of
the Trial Advocacy Board.He
began his legal career as a
law clerk for Heninger, Burge
& Vargo and as an intern for
the Honorable Joseph J.
Jasper, Senior Criminal
Judge, 10th Judicial Circuit
(1988). In 1990, David en-
tered the Judge advocate
General's Corps of the U.S.
Navy. David compiled an
outstanding trial record as a
prosecutor at the Naval Le-
gal Service Office in San
Francisco, California, begin-
ning in 1991



General George Joulwan
Supreme Allied Com-
mander- Europe

General George A. Joulwan, United
States Army, retired in 1997, has had
a career of exemplary military service
and outstanding foreign policy experi-
ence. His final military assignment
was as Commander in Chief, United
States European Command
(CINCEUR) and as the 11th Supreme
Allied Commander Europe
(SACEUR). As CINCEUR, General
Joulwan conducted over 20 success-
ful operations in the Balkans, Africa
and the Middle East. He established
the first-ever strategic policy for U.S.
military engagement in Africa, and
orchestrated the State Partnership
program linking American reserve
forces from 23 states with the former
non-NATO countries and newly inde-
pendent democracies of Europe and
the former Soviet Union. General
Joulwan was SACEUR during the
most revolutionary period in the
NATO Alliance since its inception. For
18 months he was the overall military
commander for the Agreement in
Berlin. This first-ever NATO operation
includes the 16 NATO nations and 20
non-NATO nations. He was directly
involved in establishing the Partner-
ship for Peace program that now has
27 nations represented in the Partner-
ship Coordination Cell at Supreme
Headquarters Allied Powers Europe
(SHAPE) in Mons

Yousef M. El-
Yousseph

Specialist, US Army

Status: Deployed to Iraq
Specialty: Helicopter Me-
chanic

Yousef is the son of retired
US Air Force Technical Ser-
geant Mahmoud EI-
Yousseph, a native of Colum-
bus , Ohio . Born and raised
in a Palestine refugee camp
in Lebanon, Mahmoud immi-
grated to the US in 1977 and
enlisted in the US Air Force in
1984. His son, US Army Spe-
cialist Yousef El-Yousseph
enlisted in March of 2004 at
the age of 24. The eldest of
six children, Yousef is now
stationed in Iraq as part of
Operation Iragi Freedom. His
hobbies include flying, moun-
tain hiking, Playing billiards,
and target shooting.
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Brigadier General James
J. David

National Guard of Geor-
gia - US Army (USAR)

Brigadier General James J. David
was commissioned as a second
lieutenant in the United States Army
on 5 June 1965 after completing the
Reserve Officer's Training Corp
(ROTC) upon his graduation from
La Salle University, Philadelphia ,
Pennsylvania. After attending his Air
Defense Artillery Officer's Basic
Course at Ft. Bliss , Texas , he was
assigned as a tactical director of the
3rd Missile Battalion, 68th Artillery,
Snelling Army Air Defense Site,
Minnesota. After an 18 month tour
General David accepted command
of a Nike Hercules Nuclear War-
head Detachment with the 37th
USA Artillery Detachment, United
States Army Europe (USAREUR) in
Greece. He later became the Group
Adjutant with the 558th USA Artil-
lery Group, Elevsis , Greece. After
serving his European assignment in
Greece that included TDY tours in
the Middle East, General David was
assigned to the Republic of Vietnam
serving as Company Commander
with the 101st Airborne Division. He
served in Vietnam from 9 January
1969 until 26 February 1970
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Some of our

Lebanese Heroes

Houston War Hero Abe Jamail is Home on
Leave from Hospital .... (The Houston Press,
1944) For 15 minutes work on a battlefield in
France .Houston’s sgt. Abe Jamail killed seven
Germans, captured 23 more, and Knocked out
« six machine guns, and seven machine pistols.

~+ The Army rates ABE JAMAIL, WWII infantry ser-
geant, a hero and gave him its highest award the
Distinguished Service Cross. He also won the
FRENCH Croix de guerre, two silver stars, the
Purple Heart and the combat infantry badge.

Janice Jamail |
the daughter of
Abe Jamall . |

For Janice Jamail memorial day
means a day of Honor. And It brings
the feeling of immense pride .

Janice Jamail said :

“ My father took pride in serving his
country *

“The medals were not that big a deal
to my dad .When they told him he
was awarded a second Silver Star ,
he didn’t go to pick it up , He told
them he had enough “.
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UNDOUBTEDLY the biggest” UN-
family contribufion to the
armed forces in Houston—and prob-
ably in the nation—is that made by
the Jamail family.

A grand total of 23 Jamail boys
are now serving in the army, navy,
marine corps or coast guard, at sta-
tions scattered all the way from El-
lington Field to Australia and North
Africa.

They include seven ‘‘brother’”
teams, four of three brothers each
and three of two brothers each, and
five “singles” from other branches
of the family.

The Jamail family is o Houston
institution. Not even the Jamails
themselves can keep up with how
many Jamails live here. The best
available estimate is “more than
200.”

““At 5 cents g head,” one mem-
ber of the family laughed, “a census
enumerator could make a living just
counting Jamails. | guess we won’t
know for sure until the next census
how many of us there are now."

More than three years ago when
the war clouds first began gathering,
the Jamail boys started leaving their
jobs and schools and going into the
service.

.To date, 17 of them have chosen
the army, three the navy, two the
marine corps and one the coast
guard.

Jamail boys are responsible for
13 of the stars in the St. Thomas
High School service flag. Five ot-
tended Sam Houston High School,
two John Marshai Junior High.

Due to “conditions,” the Jamail
fomily’s celebrated annual get-to-
gether has been suspended for the
duration, but the family already is
making plans for the biggest con-
vention in its history ‘after the war,
and many are the tales that will be
told then by these far-roving Ja-
Is pictured here beon

Edmund, Eddie and Sam Jamail,
sons of Mr. and Mrs. N. S. Ja-'
it of 26 Artesion. Edmund is 23,
seamon second class in the navy|
Seobees, now stationed in the
South Pacific. He is a graduote of
St. Thomas High School. Eddie is
24, o technical sergeant in the
ormy, stotioned in New Guinea, at-
tended St. Thomas High School.
Sam is 26, o private in the army,
now stationed in California, at-
tended Sem Houston High School.
Albert N. and Joe N. Jamail, sons
of Mr. and Mrs. N. K. Jamail of
1401 Richmond. Albert is 20,
an air forces radio operator,
stationed at Maijors Field, Greenville,

o croducte of St. Thomas High h S

School. Joe is 24, an instrument
specialist with the army air forces |n
Sicily, ottended St. Thomas High
School. A third brother, Harry, 18
not pictured here, a groduate of Sr
Thomas High School was inducted
in October. Owen, Edmund and
Fred Jamail, sons of Mr. and Mrs.
A. F. Jamail of 610 Trinity. Owen
is 32, o private in the army service
forces, stationed in California. Ed-
mund, 26, is a seaman first class
with the navy Seabees in Alaska, ot—
tended Sam Houston High School
Fred, 33, is in the military pohce
stationed at Fort Bliss, Et Paso. Ed-
die T., Abrahom and Anthony Ja-
maif sons of Mr. and Mrs. M. D. Jc-
mail of 1320 Dart. Eddie is 21, a
private in the army, now stononed
in Louisiana, graduated from Sam
Houston Hrgh School. Abraham is
26, a corporal in the army, stationed
in California. He attended Sam
Houston ngh School. Anthony, 32,
is serving in the army in California,
as a corporal. Paul end Henry Jo-
mail, sons of Mr. and Mrs. A. D.
Jamail of 323 Hutchesorn. Paul is
19, a graduate of St. Thomas High
School and is in the military police,
?oh')n,i' at Camp Hood, Texas.

lenry is 74_also a graduate of St. .

“me corporal

Pvt. Eddie T. Jamail

Pvt. Fred Jamail

Pvt. Albert N. Jamail

Soolnu Edmund .lcmcll

alifornia. George is on ensign
2 Navy Air Corps, now stationed

orpus Christi., He attended St.
sas High School and Texas A.
M. College. Mike and George
il, sons of Mr. and Mrs. J. E.
il of 705 Paschall. Mike is
1 private in the army, now sta-
d in Australia, attended Mar-
Junior High School.. George is
i corporal in the tank corps, now
arth Atfrica, also attended Mar-
Junior High School.  James

Jamail, 18, is the son of Mr.

Mrs. C. J. Jamail of 1811
ner. He attended St. Thomas
School and is now in the coast
i, stationed at Alameda, Cai.
"Thomas A. Jomail, 19, is the

# Mr. and Mrs. M. $. Jamail of
? Bell, attended St. Thomas
Schoo! now stationed at El-

>n Field. Freddie Jamail, 21,
e son of Mr. and Mrs. 5. K.
il of 24 Artesian. He is a
iate of St. Thomas High School,
w in the army qir force sta-
d at Hamilton Field, Califor-
Freddie Jamail, 21, is the son
*Mrs. N. D. Jamail of 322

e is a araduate of St

"Armed FOI’CC)

Pyt. 5. P. Jamail

Pyt Freddie Jamail

Pvt. Paul Jamail




You talk about courage ......
How about our heroes

Memorial Day was first widely observed in May 1868. The
celebration commemorated the sacrifices of the Civil War and
the proclamation was‘made by General John A Logan. Fol-
lowing the proclamation, participants decorated graves of
more than 20,000 Union and Confederate soldiers.

On Memorial Day, we also remember our Lebanese and Arab
American heroes that served this great nation.

We pause and think about the meaning of this day . We all
dream about the freedom that this country has offered all the
immigrants that chose United states as their new home.
Every fallen hero dreams of freedom, and almost every war
since WWI up to the Arab spring was in the name of freedom.
We chose this cover page as a symbol to all the fallen heroes
because many of them came from different ethnic back-
grounds .They stood proud to defend this great nation. Start-
ing from WWI, Vietnam to the IRAQI WAR.

We salute every soldier that died for the free-
dom of this country.

On this Memorial Day; we would like to honor the great' sal-
diers that gave their lives for this great nation .And some'of
them immigrated from Lebanon and other Arab countries.

Since WWI many Lebanese immigrants were willing to give
their best for this country, they chose to serve and protect this
nation.

Lebanese immigrants have contributed a lot, and always will-
ing to continue because they are grateful to what this country
has offered them, and how;it welcomed every one of them.

In this issue we will also recognize with you some of these
great heroes that served,.and give special acknowledgment
to those who lost their lives.

No doubt many more Lebanese and-Arab immigrants will
continue to serve, and sacrifice their.sons. for the sovereignty
of this great nation.

Proud to serve'and be an American ....
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On this occasion, we would like to share with
you a great heroic story that happened in World
War Il. One famous general was trying to put
together a resistance group against the German
invasion.

A handicapped man on a wheel chair ap-
proached the general to join the resistance
group. The general was surprised and asked
him; “how can you help?”

The wheeled chair man replied; “ | want to join
and serve on the frontier ,and | don’'t need my
legs so | cannot run or retreat”.

How about America’s and the world’s' first jet
ace? He was the Korean'War hero, U.S. Air
Force Col. James Jabara. in' World War I,
Army officers like Maj.. Gen. Fred Safay feught
alongside Gen. Patton, and Brig. Gen." Elias
Stevens served on Gen. Eisenhower’s staff.
And in 1944, one of our Navy’s ships, the de-
stroyer escort USS Naifeh, was named inthonor
of an Arab American hero, Navy Lt. Alfred
Naifeh of Oklahoma.. Retired Brigadier General
James J. David served as Company'Com-
mander of the famous 101st Airborne Division
in Vietnam in 1969 and 1970.

More recently, West Point graduate and retired
four-star Gen. George Joulwan was the NATO
Supreme Allied-Commander of Europe, where
he commanded both European and U.S. troops.
Brig. Gen. William J. Jabour is the Director of
the Air Force Program Executive Office for
Fighter and Bomber programs in charge of the
F-22 System Program Office (SPO). General
John_Abizaid is head of U.S. Central Com-
mand in lraq.
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First communion

Eliot R. Jaoude has
celebrated his first Holy
Communion at St. John
Vianni church located
on Memorial in Hous-
ton. On this beautiful
occasion his parents
Saleem and Lina A.
Jaoude celebrated a
dinner for their close
friends and relatives at
Petit Café restaurant.
Wish Eliot a great First
Holy communion.

TOWN & COUNTRY
ENDODONTICS

Saud Alawadhi D.D.S., M.S.

Practice Limited to Endodontics

state-of-the-art and friendly environment.

« Root Canal Therapy Specialist Member
 Retreatments American Association
» Periapical Surgeries of Endodontists
791 Town and Country Blvd., Ste. #209 Office: 713-461-3636
Houston, Texas 77024 Fax: 713-461-3639

www.townandcountryendo.com
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Live entertainment on Friday and Saturday
with Belly Dance Show and

Best Mulfilingual Singer “Youssef”
(reservations recommended)

New Executive Chef and Operation Manager Jovi Beiz
New Menu ltems and a chef table
Ksara wine, Alimaza Lebanese beer, and much more

3991 Richmond Houston, TX 77027

713.599.1444 | www.skewerscafe.com




The church of the Forty
Holy Martyrs celebrating
mother’s day

A dinner event celebrating mother’s day
was hosted by Father Gabriel karam on be-
half of his church of Forty Holy Martyrs lo-
cated in Sugarland.

The dinner event took place at Café By-
blos,beautiful red roses filled the restau-
rant. Father Karam emphasized on the im-
portance of mothers in the holy bible and
our daily lives.

Also In this event, Khourieh Diana Karam
was honored by the parish.
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APPLIED HEALTH CARE ?
NURSING DIVISION

op
NE OF THE T0F . s
a0 s
HOME HE Homebare Elite

SKILLED NURSING SERVICES

COLOSTOMY & ILEOSTOMY SPEECH THERAPY HOME HEALTH AIDES
PHYSICAL THERAPY IV THERAPY OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY

WOUND CARE & DRESSING CHANGES
MEDICAL EQUIPMENT, LICENSED SOCIAL WORKERS...AND MUCH MORE!

SERVING HARRIS & SURROUNDING COUNTIES

ADDRESS: FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT US AT:
3101 NW FREEWAY SUITE 245 WWW.AHCND.COM
HOUSTON, TX 77040

CONTACT US: WE APPRECIATE
i arsers YOUR REFFERALS!

AABIL (BILL) HAIDAMOUS, oyEp

“QUALITY HOME HEALTH FOR THE ELDERLY IS OUR BUSINESS"
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http://www.christianunitynow.com

19010 N. W. Frwy Houston

, TX 77065

Tel : 281 —222-0714 / Fax : 281-897-8038

Peter Auto

Complete Mechanical Car Repair
Oil Change & State Inspection

Present this Flyer at the body shop and you can 1
save up $300.00 on your deductible

O . . . . . . R R . . . . . . . R e e e e e S e e e e e e s s e mes ml

Our Primary services include:

Unibody and Frame Repair on Bothe

Free Loaner Car

Domestic and Foreign Cars ® (Claims Handling Assistance
Wheel Alignment e Guarantee on Parts from Manufacturer and Labor for
Exterior Detailing as long as you own your Vehicle
Suspension Repair e Guarantee Paint Performance®
General Body and Paint ® Free Estimates
Color Matching e Bilingual Staff
Rental Car Assistance e We Accept All Major Credit Car
All Insurance Work Accepted —

Peter Auto IB Auto Sales

8637 Schumacher Lane 8641 Schumacher Lane

Houston, TX 77063 Houston, TX 77063

2

Tel: 832.433.2111 Tel: 832.433.2111 N T
Fax: 713.532.1344 Fax: 713.532.1344 "}-
o



mailto:kamilnasrawi@yahoo.com

As remote as they are, the cedars are not un-
touched by history. The grove we see today de-
scends from an immense primeval forest of ce-
dars and other trees such as cypress, pine and
oak that once covered most of Mount Lebanon
including part of its East facing slopes. The Ce-
dar is an historical entity mentioned often in
the Bible and other ancient texts, often playing
an important part in the culture, trade and reli-
gious observances of the ancient Middle East.
Serious exploitation of these forests began in
the third millennium B.C. with coastal towns,
such as Byblos growing wealthy from the timber
trade with Egypt. Over the centuries, Assyrians,
Babylonians and Persians have made expedi-
tions to Mount Lebanon for timber or extracted
tributes of wood from the coastal cities of Ca-
naan-Phoenicia. The Phoenicians themselves
made use of the cedar, especially for their mer-
chant fleets. King Solomon requested large
supplies of cedar wood, along with architects
and builders from King Hiram of Tyre to build
his temple. Nebuchadnezzar boasted on a cu-
neiform inscription: “lI bought for building,
mighty cedars, which cut down with my pure
hands on Mount Lebanon”. Prized for its fra-
grance and durability, the length of the great
logs made cedar wood especially desirable. Ce-
dar was important for shipbuilding and was
used for the roofs of temples to construct
tombs and other major buildings. The Egyptians
used cedar resin for mummification, and pitch
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was extracted from these trees for waterproof-
ing and caulking. In the second century AD., the
Roman Emperor Hadrian attempted to protect
the forest with boundary markers bearing in-
scriptions, most carved into living rock, others
in the form of separate engraved stones. Today
over 200 such inscriptions have been recorded,
allowing scholars to make an approximate re-
construction of the ancient forest boundaries.
Two of these inscriptions, carved in abbreviated
Latin, can be seen at the Museum of the Ameri-
can University of Beirut.

In the centuries after Hadrian, Leba-
non’s trees were used extensively as fuel, espe-
cially for lime burning kilns within the Middle
Ages, mountain villagers cleared forests for
farmland, using the wood for fuel and construc-
tion. The Ottomans in the 19th century de-
stroyed much of the forest cover, and during
the World War Il British troops used the wood to
build a railroad between Tripoli and Haifa.

All the inscriptions of Hadrian are re-
lated to the karsts. They are engraved or rest-
ing on a Karstic support (therefore running ero-
sion and erasing danger). Their distribution cov-
ers the whole Lebanese mountain at the north
of Beirut. They left on rocks or big stones, ei-
ther on cliff flanks or nearby footpaths. They
stack up from starting 250 till 2000m of alti-
tude. Nowhere else had the emperor such in-
scriptions engraved.
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President Editor

Nabil Habbaki nabil.habbaki@lebanontimesmagazine.com
Editor in Chief

Julia Nader julia.nader@lebanontimesmagazine.com
Public Relations

Ousama Bachachi
sambachachi@lebanontimesmagazine.com

Political Public Relations

Saleem A Jaoude
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Aref Mneimne amneimne@lebanontimesmagazine.com
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Contact Us

For event coverage
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Marlene Nader +961 1 216857
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Cedar s

Fresh/ingredients
Baked Daily

8619 Richmond Ave #A
Houston ,TX 77063—5684
FAX : 713- 706 - 4145

Tel : 713- 706- 4141



http://www.CedarsBakeryHouston.com
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