Mayor Annise D. Parker
| Love being mayor. | think Mayor is the best Job.

Interviewed by Saleem A. Jaoude

Mayor Parker is Houston’s 61st Mayor and one of the only two women to hold the
city’s highest elected office and has been the recipient of numerous awards during

her career . The Mayor believes that Houston’s future is international ’ and she
would Love to visit Lebanon one day .

¢ For how many years have you been the Mayor of Houston, and during this period what did you think
you were most proud of economically and socially?

I have been mayor just over two years starting my third year. | am proud of two things. It has been a very
difficult economy and there is worldwide recession. | was able to lead the city during this period and con-
tinue to provide a very high level of services across the city to make some positive changes and improve
the city .1 have focused on five priority areas. Jobs and sustainable development, infrastructure, quality of
physical responsibility, quality of life, and public safety. In these areas | was able to make positive
changes. In jobs and sustainable developments I have personally become much more involved in Hous-
ton’s international community in helping generate both inbound and outbound trade delegations. Build-
ing our international ties created progress. | believe Houston'’s future is international and | am very proud
of the progress we have made here.
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¢Are you planning on running for Mayor
again or do you have other political ambi-
tions?

Yes | am planning on running for Mayor again and
I Love being mayor. | being think Mayor is the
best Job. I'd rather be Mayor than anything else
you could ever offer me. I am looking forward to
serving the maximum amount of time | can.

+How many votes do you estimate you have
received from the Arab Community?

That is a hard question; I don’t know. |
know I have received a lot of personal

had votes, but it's hard to quantify.

+How do you value the Lebanese
or Arab Community, and do you
think they play a good role in the
Houston economy?

There is a large and active Lebanese and Arab
community, and they do play an important role in
the Houston economy .It all goes back to where |
started our strength as a city with its diversity and
our international connections.Diversity could be-
come a weakness but here it's been a strength and
the more we nurture our international community
the better we are. Even the Islamic communities
here have been engaged with political and busi-
ness leadership for a long time and that’s impor-
tant because issues arise around the globe or lo-
cally. There is already a mechanism for addressing
issues and there is good communication. Hous-
ton’s Lebanese community has contributed to two
city governments in the past former council Helen
Huey and former council member Louis Macy, and
I know both of them and they are still active in the
community.

+How do you think we should encourage

I wish for all
and financial support and | trust that | the communi-
ties in Hous-
ton a better
engagement

the Lebanese or Arab Communities to get
more involved in the local political arena?

Obviously if one is a citizen of this country voting
is fundamental but whether or not that’'s possible
there are opportunities to contribute. We have
business opportunities, and we have volunteer op-
portunities there are also many ways to participate
in organizations to screen candidates. It is impor-
tant to engage with people who will be running for
office before they are elected and stay engaged
with them after they are elected. | am in a very dy-
namic position as our members of
council there is issues and chal-
lenges and new things that hap-
pen all the time and this is a very
large city and | can miss things or
forget and its helpful when en-
gaged communities have regular
opportunities to reacquaint those
of us in politics with issues that
are important to the community.

Lebanon times can be the voice of the mayor to the

Lebanese and Arab community
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Mayor Parker and Saleem A Jaoude

+As the mayor of the 4th largest city in the
USA, how do you rate Houston on the
level of pollution, safety, and do you think
that Houston has reached the level you
dreamed of?

No but no less Houston is getting better all the
time in my first inaugural speech | talked about
Houston in my imagination and what if we imag-
ine the city to be and what it will look like it
might be a little different for everybody but I
have Houston in my imagination and | keep try-
ing to get there we are a big city we are car de-
pendent city so we are going to have air quality
challenges and there are a lot of refineries here as
well we or any city that has had the explosive
growth is going to have some environmental is-
sues to deal with but over the last two year we’'ve
put our financial house more in order we are sys-
tematically improving and replacing our sewer
lines which will help the city to grow . The citi-
zens of Houston created the funding for rebuilt
Houston so we will be able to deal with flooding
issues across the city we have the pieces in place
there are few puzzle pieces need to put in place
and then we can take a big step forward .

+Did the city of Houston ever partnered
with other cities in the world?

We have a number of sister cities and we also are
involved in what is called world energy cities
partnership. We do a lot of cultural exchanges
that are beyond the sister city network. Examples
of a sister cities DOHA, and other 15 to 16 cities.
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Mayor Parker and Lebanon Times

We start with cultural exchanges and also share
business ties. The world energy partnership is
based around oil and gas industry.

s+Have you ever visited Lebanon, and
would you consider visiting Lebanon if
you receive a formal invitation?

No | didn’t visit Lebanon, but | would Love to
visit Lebanon one day. | have received a number
of invitations to travel internationally and it is
very hard to get out of the city. | visited recently
China with a focus on business. | enjoy foreign
travel. As mayor it's hard to get out of the city.

+What do you wish for the Lebanese or
Arab Communities?

I wish from all the communities in Houston a
better engagement. | want people to volunteer in
activities across the city. | want everyone to be
involved in their PTA or civic association.

+How can Lebanon Times magazine help
the Mayor of Houston?

Lebanon times can be the voice of the mayor to
the Lebanese and Arab community and | would
love to provide with some content on what is go-
ing on with the city and keeping the community
informed on things that are happening in the
city. The city will have a bond election a bond
election is to asking permission from the voters
to take on debt in order to do things and improve
the city. We need the Lebanese and Arab commu-
nity to be more involved.
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Memorial Weekend Concert
Bachachi Entertainment Presents

@ CAFE BYBLOS
For Reservation: 713-478-2056 / 713-478-8706
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Peter Auto

Complete Mechanical Car Repair
Oil Change & State Inspection

r.--1

Present this Flyer at the body shop and you can !
save up $300.00 on your deductible s

— i — — — — e — — — e e e e

Our Primary services include:

e Unibody and Frame Repair on Bothe

Free Loaner Car

Domestic and Foreign Cars ® Claims Handling Assistance
® Wheel Alignment e Guarantee on Parts from Manufacturer and Labor for
e Exterior Detailing as long as you own your Vehicle
® Suspension Repair ® Guarantee Paint Performance®
e General Body and Paint ® Free Estimates
e Color Matching e Bilingual Staff
e Rental Car Assistance e \We Accept All Major Credit
e All Insurance Work Accepted ~—
Peter Auto IB Auto Sales
8637 Schumacher Lane 8641 Schumacher Lane y
Houston, TX 77063 Houston, TX 77063 -
Tel: 832.433.2111 Tel: 832.433.2111 ;\ -
Fax: 713.532.1344 Fax: 713.532.1344 /]
s

eatf

FOR LIFE

Fresh meals on the go!

www. eatfitters.com

14520 Memorial Suite L
Houston, TX 77079

281-752-4422
Fax: 281-752-4421
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| \| Pastor: Rev. Ehas L. Rafaj

fr elias @ stiohnchrvsostom.com

Cell: (281) 250-4329
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For a Complete Listing of our Inventory visit
www.actionlimo.com
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http://www.actionlimo.com
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FAMILY MEDICINE,INTERNAL MEDICINE,WEIGHT MANAGEMENT,ANTI AGING FAMILY PLANNING

8221Gulf Freeway, suite 400 - Houston, TX 77017 / tel : 713 847 9400 / fax : 713 847 9405

WWW.CLINIC45.COM
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Cedars Bakery

8619 Richmond Ave # A
Houston TX 77063-5684
Tel : 713 706 4141
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President Editor

Nabil Habbaki nabil.habbaki@lebanontimesmagazine.com
Editor Chief

Julia Nader julia.nader@lebanontimesmagazine.com
Public Relations

Ousama Bachachi
sambachachi@lebanontimesmagazine.com

Political Public Relations

Saleem A. Jaoude

Art Director

Aref Mneimne amneimne@lebanontimesmagazine.com
Graphics

Mona Mocho

Mariejoe Sahyoun

Photographers

Julia Nader

Rita Nahas

Amal Noon

Mailing Address

8989 Westheimer Rd. #126 Houston TX 77063
Follow Us on Facebook ﬂ

Contact Us

For event coverage

(713) 961-1700 (713) 961-1701

For Advertising:

(832) 552-8438 (713) 961-1700

Ltm@Lebanontimesmagazine.com
Our office in Beirut Lebanon

Ziyad Abi Akar +961 3 941212
Marlene Nader +961 1 216857
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