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www.CedarsBakeryHouston.com


http://www.CedarsBakeryHouston.com

By Mayor Annise D. Parker

Strike-off
Blight Program

Putting Properties Back in
Productive Use

Three short months after Houston City Council put the process in
place, the resale of tax delinquent dangerous properties, known as
strike-offs, is proving to be quite a productive program. A total of 42
properties have been sold at constable’s auction since April. The City’s
take from these sales is $183,705.24, which represents a 58 percent re-
covery of the sewer disconnect and demolition costs the city incurred
cleaning up these blighted properties to make them more attractive for
resale. This is in sharp contrast to the typical abatement lien recovery
rate of less than one percent. Without the new process in place, the city
would have netted just $1,469.64 from the sale of these properties.

In April, we stressed the new program had the potential to generate sig-
nificant funds that could be used to accelerate the demolition of danger-
ous buildings that threaten public safety in many of our neighborhoods.
We now have compelling figures that attest to how well the process is
working. A lot of the credit for this achievement goes to the crew at
Linebarger Goggin Blair and Sampson LLP, which helps with our de-
linquent tax collections.

This program allows the city to remove dangerous and blighted struc-
tures from neighborhoods, return the properties to the tax rolls and,
most importantly, recover the costs incurred to make them attractive for
resale.

Another seven properties are expected to be offered for re-sale in Au-
gust and September after all legal requirements have been satisfied.
Properties will be available for as low as a couple of thousand dollars
and sometimes even lower. They will be posted twice for resale and if
no bids are received, any existing dangerous buildings will be removed
and then the properties will again be offered for resale at prices that
will cover the demolition costs.
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Brian Mirza, MD, FACS

Elias Darido, MD, FACS
Weight Loss Surgery

Dr. Mirza is a leading provider of weight loss surgery in the area. He has
been voted as Top Surgeon by H Texas Magazine three years in a row. He is
fellowship trained in minimally invasive Bariatric Surgery at the world-
renowned CLEVELAND CLINIC FOUNDATION.

{ : I / Dr. Darido is a fellowship trained laparoscopic bariatric surgeon. He has
e extensive experience in the surgical treatment of morbid obesity and a

) A ul.v 1 sisal) strong record of safety. Sl ) gisaly

gl da) a Aladl Dr. Mirza and Dr. Darido offer laparoscopic surgical weight loss (TGP EN PR PEY
Qs procedures including: Qo8
QA’ Q) dalgd e il * Sleeve Gastrectomy ‘_,a sl Balgd e il
da) ) * Gastric Bypass da) yal)
4 paal) 40N A g * Gastric Banding 4 pud) 0l A e

Ol _all * Revisions Gl all

At 310 pounds on the scale, I knew it was time for
weight loss surgery. I went on the internet and did
some researching, which is where I came across Dr.
Mirza. I asked around and after hearing great things my
decision was final, so I made my appointment. The staff
was nothing but caring and compassionate throughout
my entire experience and remains so to this day. Since
losing 132 pounds my life has finally started. Before, I
never wanted to go out with my friends and would only
work out in my garage. Now I am out and about, and
have no problem going to the gym. Recently I tried on
some clothes that I wore in the eighth grade, and they
were too big! I couldn’t be happier with the results and
would highly recommend Dr. Mirza to anyone looking
into weight loss surgery. I have said it before and I will
say it again....I'm a brand new person!

I have always struggled with my weight. Being 345
Ibs., I was a prisoner inside my own body. Simply put,
I was miserable and felt my life was passing me by.
When I came to Dr. Mirza’s office in April 2011, I knew
I was in good hands. Since the surgery I have lost 175
Ibs! I have literally shed a whole other person! My days
of suffering quietly and feeling terrible about myself
for who I was, and what I had become are way behind
me... they are now my PAST! Now I feel healthier than
ever and I can enjoy life with my loved ones and live
life to the fullest! Dr. Mirza is a great surgeon, a great
listener and a great person in general. I trust Dr. Mirza
so much I have recommended him to many others
including my own sister!

()__gjar Before

. . Bariatrjc Care Centers
For more information and 5757 Westheun“f Rd., Suite 104

success stories visit our site!
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The National Kidney Foundation of Texas names the
George Nassar Volunteer Award

The National Kidney Foundation (NKF)
is a Nation Wide Organization that pro-
motes kidney health education throughout
the United States, and provides kidney
health screening, mostly through pro-
grams run by volunteers. On Saturday
July 19, the Texas Chapter of the NKF
conducted a series of Seminars in Hous-
ton that were held in the Marriott hotel
close to the Galleria. These Seminars
were delivered by prominent Houston
Nephrologists, Dietitians, and Nurses. In
these Seminars, education about general
health, kidney health, dialysis options,
and transplantation were delivered to an
audience of about 100 individuals.

The event was attended by the Mrs. Marie
Collins, NKF Texas President, Mr. Mark
Edwards, NKF Programs Director, and
Terri Phillips, NKF-Houston Chairman of
the Board. Dr. Stephen Fadem, current
Houston NKF Chairman of the Medical
Executive Committee attended the event
and delivered a presentation on dialysis
options. Dr. George Nassar held a session
entitled “Ask the Nephrologist”.

Dr. George Nassar, held the position of

Chairman of the Houston NKF medical &=

executive committee between 2010 and
2013. In view of his contributions to pa-
tient care and to volunteer activities in the
NKF, Dr. Nassar was honored by the
NKF of Texas by naming 2 Volunteer

- y  ® .

2 ‘ National
Kidney ;
» < ; o Foundation
X ;

Dr. George Nassar /

Professional Care Award
Presented to
Mimi TRAN

,i | -
: / Patient & Community K In appreciation for your dedication and

Education Seminar » devotion to the kidney community
A New Normal » -~

/ ( .

National
ir

ney
Foundation™

awards after his name. One is given to a MBS

patient with kidney disease who exhibits
resiliency, perseverance, encouragement
to others, and demonstrates adherence to
care. The other recognizes a professional
in the kidney community that goes be-
yond the call of duty in providing care for
kidney patients. In the event, the Houston
based dietitian, Mimi Tran was the first to
receive the “George Nassar Professional
Award” for her dedication to patient care.
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thical Consultation

0ood Work (CMP, TSH)

$ FREE Vitamin B-12
“Injections (given 1 per week)
 One month Prescription of An
Appetite Suppressant

(If Medically Indicated)
FREE Diet Menus

“"MARTLIPO Laser Body Sculptlng
. Laser Anti-Aging

« Facial Skin Treatment

« Leg & Facial Veins

Special offers available!!!

CALL & SCHEDULE
YOUR APPOINTMENT!!!

Tel:713.847.9400
Tel:281.499.6444
8221 Gulf Freeway, Suite #400

Houston, Texas 77017
www.clinic45.com
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ALF MABROUK TO MOSSAAB & DIANA

With Happiness & Joy gathered the immediate family and friends of Dr. Mossaab Shuraih and Miss Diana
Seijari to celebrate their engagement ceremonial bond, followed immediately by a special party at Byblos
Café with jabour and his band . Lebanon Times express their best wishes for a long happy life together for

(photo: Julia Nader)

the Bride and the groom!




Are you suffering from back pain?

Baraa Al-Hafez, M.D.
Neurosurgeon

Patients come to Mischer Neuroscience Associates for the diagnosis and treatment of back
pain resulting from a variety of causes, including trauma, degenerative disc disease,
deformity, and osteoporosis and related stress fractures.

More spinal surgeries are performed at Memorial Hermann than any other hospital system
in Houston. And our affiliation with UTHealth Medical School and Mischer Neuroscience
Institute at Memorial Hermann-Texas Medical Center helps us offer patients the latest
innovations and equipment, and access to groundbreaking clinical trials.

Baraa Al-Hafez, M.D. is a fellowship trained neurosurgeon at Mischer Neuroscience
Associates. He is fluent in both English and Arabic, and sees patients at three convenient
locations throughout the Greater Houston area—Katy, Memorial City, and Sugar Land.

To schedule an appointment, please contact us at 713.242.4410.
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23920 Katy Freeway, Suite 240
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Memorial Hermann Memorial City Medical Center

Memorial Hermann Tower
929 Gessner, Suite 2410
Houston, TX 77024

MEMORIAL HERMANN'

Mischer Neuroscience Associates

Memorial Hermann Sugar Land

17510 W. Grand Parkway, Suite 320

Sugar Land, TX 77479

neuro.memorialhermann.org

.|. ™
g UTHealth
S C
The University of Texas
Health Science Center at Houston

Medical School



Nazif’s Special Event

Traditionally, just like every year, The Nazif’s

Restaurant premiered their special entertain- |

ment weekend events, organized specially for
the holy month of Ramadan, where Karagoz
and Hacivat musical group performed every
Friday and Saturday . here are some photos.

(photo: Julia Nader)
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1531 HWY 6 5922 Hillcroft
Sugarland, TX 77478 &% Houston, TX 77063
. Business Meetings =005 . Take-Out/ Catering

Corporate Events D g Service Available

Party Hall Up to 100 ' Beautiful Patio / Hookah

www.RestaurantBijan.com
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Our Primary services include:
All insurance Work Accepted

We accept all Major Credit Cards
Claims Handling Assistance

General Body and Paint Free Loaner Car Free Estimates
Suspension Repair Color Matching Rental Car assistance




Wholesaler - Importer - Manufacturer
wwwi.argilawholesale.com

' ‘ q M. Your one stop shop ffor all your faverite brands
: Authorized Distributor
ARGILA INC. P ——
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The deserted island with ghosts and sounds and the
rustle of the trees and the wind whistling, and hissing
snakes It is the island "Ella de Grande Kimada™ lha
de Queimada Grande. , About 32 kilometers from the
coast of Sao Paulo in Brazil, it embraces the golden
snake known as Golden Lance-head Viper where
hundreds of thousands of snakes live and pluck birds
feathers and kill them and kill humans where their
flesh melts due to high annihilating poison.

The island is very dangerous to the degree that the
Brazilian government banned visitation. Note that a
number of people have ventured in the past to enter it
an area of 500 thousand sg. m. The only island where
the Bothrops Insularis snake can be found.

The island is devoid of any visitors except for a small
number of scientists who have been granted
permission to study snakes and a few of them have
returned alive.

It is also believed that the number of hunters visiting
the island steal gold snakes by risking their lives in
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order to sell them on the black market at prices up to
30 thousand dollars per snake.

Note that the reason why these snakes become fatal
to this point is still unknown and very mysteriously
the venom that snakes produce kills the prey on
contact and dissolves human flesh and is five times
more effective than the venom of other snakes.

It also is rumored that one of the fishermen who
ventured and went to the island lost control of his
boat and engines and after the deviation of his boat to
the island, he was found dead and his body covered
with snake bites.

Another story is of the lighthouse keeper who
inhabited the island with his family, and they tried to
flee the island from the fear of snakes. Snakes
crawled through the windows of their homes and their
bodies were found later scattered all around the island
and half the bodies had been melted and covered with
corrosion



