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By Mayor Annise D. Parker 

I am proud to announce that philanthropist Philamena Baird and 
Project Row House Founder Rick Lowe have agreed to serve as co-
chairs of the effort to create a new cultural plan for Houston. 
Houston has changed dramatically since the last cultural plan in 
1994.  We are more diverse economically and ethnically.  The num-
ber of arts and cultural organizations has grown, and our artist com-
munity has become one of the most exciting in the country.  It’s time 
for a new plan that will position Houston as a leader and destination 
for arts and culture. 
Rick Lowe is a strategic thinker who is tapped as a consultant on 
cultural projects around the world.  He was selected by President 
Obama to serve on the National Council on the Arts.  His most rec-
ognizable local project, Project Row Houses, is celebrating its 20th 
anniversary this year.  Under his leadership, the organization has 
hosted more than 300 artists’ installation, performances, readings 
and other related activities.  He and his team have also developed 
affordable housing initiatives and brought new life to the El Dorado 
Ballroom. 
Philamena Baird has a lengthy resume that includes serving as presi-
dent of numerous organizations including the Moore’s School of 
Music Society, The Houston Ballet Guild and The Jung Education 
Institute.  She has chaired the prestigious Hunting Art Prize Event, 
the Shell Houston Open Eagle Awards Charity Gala, the Houston 
Ballet Dinner, the Miller Outdoor Theatre Advisory Board Gala, the 
Consular Corp Gala and the Texas Bowl. 
A study released last year by the Houston Arts Alliance and the Uni-
versity of Houston found that the arts, culture and creative busi-
nesses, generate almost $10 billion in annual economic benefit 
within the 10 county region, with the potential to double that num-
ber. 

Planning for  

Houston’s Future  

 a blueprint for  

Promoting Houston’s  





The University of St. Thomas and Houston Methodist Research Institute celebrated the launch of Houston’s first 
Master in Clinical Translation Management Degree Program on September 17, 2014. After the blessing of Fr. 
Mike Buentello, Dr. Robert Ivany and Dr. Mauro Ferrari signed the agreement at the event in the presence of 
highly respected guests including Dr. Dominic A. Aquila, Dr. Beena George, and Ms. Vickie Alleman. The new 
program provides students with the opportunity to obtain the business skills required to move innovative treat-
ments into clinical use. Lebanon Times Magazine congratulates the University of St. Thomas for its continued 
success in educating leaders of faith and character.  Here are some snapshots:                      (Photo: Julia Nader) 
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 خیر خلف لخیر سلف
أقام أبناء  طائفة الروم الملكیین الكاثولیك في ھیوستن بѧحѧضѧور الآبѧاء الѧیѧاس رفѧاج             
وفادي المیماس وحشد من آباء الطائفة الأرثوذكسیة حفل تكریم لѧلأب  الѧیѧاس رفѧاج          

 The" الذي سلم الأمانة لراعي الطائفة الأب الѧلѧبѧنѧانѧي فѧادي الѧمѧیѧمѧاس فѧي صѧالѧة                          
Bougainvilleas   "      ھѧیѧانѧتخلل الحفل كلمات عن خدمات الأب رفاج وإخلاصھ وتف

ثѧم الѧقѧى الأب       .  في خدمة الطائفة مع شكر الأب الروحي سیادة المطران أبѧو سѧمѧرا        
فادي المیماس ترتیلة صلاة بصوتھ الملائكي وكان شعار الѧحѧفѧل خѧیѧر خѧلѧف لѧخѧیѧر                 

اما مفاجأة الحفل ھو إعلان عید میلاد ماریا عبید حیث تفاجأت صاحѧبѧة الѧعѧیѧد        . سلف
بالقبلات تنھال على خدیھا مع قوالب الكاتو وأغنیة سنة حلوة یا مѧاریѧا بصѧوت نѧجѧم          
ھیوستن جبور الذي أشعل باحة الرقص بأغانیھ وبصوتھ العذب و كѧان مѧعѧھ  مسѧك          

 )جولیا نادر:تصویر:                                 (الختام ، وھذه بعض اللقطات
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St. Anthony The Great Orthodox Church Celebrated their Annual Banquet  
St. Anthony The Great Orthodox Church celebrated its eighth annual Mediterranean Night Gala at the Woodlands Resort 
& Conference Center with the presence of parishioners and the presence of Father Anthony El-Baba as well as all the lov-
ing and loyal friends. The program was filled with a silent auction, raffle prizes, and the wonderful entertainment of the 
evening was a solo by the talented Simone Sarkis of the Al-Awtar Zaffa Group. Here are some stills: (Photo: Julia Nader) 





فѧي جѧѧو مѧѧن الѧѧفѧرح والѧبѧѧھѧѧجѧة تѧم إكѧѧلѧѧیѧѧل               
الشاب جورج أبو خلѧیѧل عѧلѧى لѧیѧن حѧداد           
في مطرانیة الروم الملكیین الكاثولیك في    
بیروت لبنان وكان الاشبین جѧو شѧویѧري       

وبѧعѧد الإكѧلѧیѧل انѧتѧقѧل           .  والاشبینة لیا حداد
صالѧة    Le Royalالمدعوون إلى فندق 

Azurea Ballroom     رѧحیث دام السھ
ومجلة لѧیѧبѧانѧون      . والرقص حتى الصباح 

تایمز تتمنى للعروسین السعѧادة وبѧالѧرفѧاه          
 :والبنین وھذه بعض اللقطات

 )جولیا نادر: تصویر(                     

 بالمجد والكرامة تكللا





Over a two day period, Dr. Housam Khadour and Lulu  
Khadour celebrated their daughter Lara’s tenth birth-
day. The first day was celebrated around the pool with 
twenty of Lara’s friends followed by a slumber party. 
The next day a limousine drove the birthday girl and 
her friends to Arcodoro Restaurant  where each guest 
baked their own pizza. Lebanon Times wishes Lara and 
her parents a very healthy and successful life. We wish 
all of their days to be full of happiness and celebration. 
Here are some stills:                      (Photo: Julia Nader ) 

Days with Lara Khadour 





The AMERICAN LEBANESE 
 CULTURAL CENTER (ALCC) 
launched its program during a celebration at Café 
Byblos. Sheriff Adrian Garcia was among over 
300 people in attendance. Following the national 
anthems performed by flag waving youngsters, 
Dr. Issam Raad, and Dr. Philip Salem delivered 
two heart-warming speeches focusing on the 
Lebanese heritage and encouraging support for 
the ALCC. Thanks to the men and women who 
make up the ALCC’s Board of Directors, this or-
ganization has become a reality.                       
                                (The Photos are from ALCC)  




