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TONY

NOUN

Conservative for State Representative

~“Our Conservative Business

Voice for the

Families of District 150”

Tony Noun, a family man and business owner, arrived to the United States of America with a vision to
reach the road of success. He brought with him a message of hope and passion from his home country
Lebanon, that would one day prove to be his foundation for the service of others. With much apprecia-
tion for what this country has provided him, and an understanding and belief in the principle of giving
back to the community, Tony decided to run for a State House seat as a Republican in District 150. His
focus is to be at the service of citizens of all nationalities and denominations, and he carries with him a
promise that his doors would never close to anyone in the community. In a special and exclusive sit-
down with Tony Noun from District 150 in Spring, Texas, we held this interview:

LTM: Who is Tony Noun? When did you
come to the U.S.?

| am from the town of ‘Hakel’ in Jbeil District,
the cradle of the alphabet in the world. I was born
in Achrafieh.

| left Lebanon but Lebanon did not leave me. |
carried my country in my heart and thoughts.
Over 25 years ago at the age of nineteen, | arrived
to the United States and came to Houston, where
my sister already resided.

LTM: How did you begin your career?

| got married in Lebanon and two weeks later, my
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wife and | went to Cyprus to obtain visas to the
United States. When we arrived, | had very lit-
tle...only my faith, my wife, a few hundred dol-
lars, and a tenacious desire to work and contrib-
ute. I had an understanding that if you work hard,
if you sacrifice, if you treat people right and con-
duct good business, you can achieve anything.

| was working night and day and rested only 4
hours every 24 hours. This struggle went on for
five years until | purchased a retail center then
followed that by opening an automobile repair
shop.



I moved to Spring, Texas and began to buy com-
mercial real estate, including buildings and apart-
ments. | continued doing this until 2008 when
U.S the economy was hit and badly shaken. Busi-
ness banking essentially halted, and that cost me
everything | owned, including a magazine, my
automobile repair shop, cars, real estate, and 110
employees. | lost everything but I did not lose my
dignity and my credibility. 1 came back with a
fight and stood up to start all over again. From
2009 until 2013, I was able to regain some of the
lost properties and businesses. God was always
with me. Now my businesses are on solid foot-
ing, and my wife and | are blessed to have raised
three wonderful children: Savannah (a business
owner in the District), Natasha (who attends the
University of Houston) and Tony Jr (a senior at
Klein High School)

LTM: Why are you a candidate for District
150 and who are your supporters?

For some time now, business and community
leaders in the area have encouraged me to seek
public office. For too long, we’ve seen several of
our businesses and sections of our community
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suffer here in Spring and Klein. While the rest of
the State has enjoyed growth, development and
success...parts of our own community have seen
increased criminal activity, creeping prostitution,
and unsightly building vacancies. The time for
empty rhetoric has passed and we deserve real
solutions.

LTM: What is the number of competing can-
didates in this race?

Two candidates in the Primary Election.

LTM: Who supports your campaign and what
is your plan in the event of winning?

I am both thrilled and humbled by the support |
have received so far, and | don’t take lightly the
faith so many are placing in me. As the campaign
moves forward, our team will block-walk and
knock on more doors than anyone in this race.
We will call more homes and talk to more voters
than anyone in this race. We will engage in a
purposeful and strategic mail campaign in this
race. We will out work the competition and I’ll
fight for this seat just like | plan to fight for the
residents of District 150 if I'm blessed to get to
Austin.
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St . John Chrysostom Church

Melkite Greek Catholic Community

5&3\ Lﬁ\AM‘ Uia go (sl ;\-u,)-\s
OpLal L Sl g

Pastor :Rev Elias L. Rafaj

Tel :713-256-89573%
Christ
is
Risen
Divine
Liturgy
Every

Sunday

At e
12.00 UL 5402 Acorn Street fo

houstonelias@gmail.com
Melkite.houston@yahoo.com Houston , TX 77092 | ’gh'
Noon Website: , ‘
www.stjohnchrysostom.com Tel : 713-681-3580
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There was a
deacon who
kY hated the
| Bishop and
wished him
death. His de-
testation and

; , = jealousy were a
passionate wish for the Bishop’s destruction.

The Bishop was known for his prayer in front of
Jesus Christ crucified on a wooden cross inside
the church and at the end of his prayer he ap-
proached the cross and kissed the feet of the cru-
cified, while the deacon constantly watched.

A malicious and satanic idea started to build in
the deacon’s mind. He sprayed the crucified feet
with a kind of poison that will immediately Kill
once touched especially if the lips of the Bishop
will come in contact. By doing so, the Bishop
would instantly die and the deacon would have
had his wish.

The next day the Bishop came and stood in front
of the crucified for prayer. After completion, the
Bishop approached Christ to kiss His feet when
suddenly the color of the cross and the crucified
turned to a black color as the cross and the cruci-
fied absorbed the poison and the legs of the cru-
cified were arched upwards to prevent the Bishop
touching the poison.

This phenomena was named Cristo Negro (Black
Christ) and it happened in Iglesia de Porta-Coeli
(Gate of Heaven) in Calle de Venustiano Car-
ranza 107, Cuauhtémoc, 06060 Federal District,
Mexico.
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Black Christ or Death
of The Bishop

The church became a popular place of pilgrimage
visited daily by thousands of the faithful. This
real miracle took place in the seventeenth century
and the black Christ with His feet arched and the
black cross are still displayed inside the church
until currently.

It is worth mentioning that the church was
founded by Lebanese in 1952 during the time of
Lebanon's Ambassador to Mexico Joseph Abu
Khater and under the supervision of Father
Shami.

Then Father Solomon Khoury took over in 1965
and is now under the supervision of Archiman-
drite Gabriel Gnome Olmakhlsa of the Melkite
Catholic community.
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Abdel A. Elkhadiri

President of the Arab American Cultural & Community Center (ACC) in Houston

Our motto Is service and maintaining roots
The Center iIs the home to reunite Arabs.

Abdel A. Elkhadiri, the President of the Arab American Cultural & Community Center in Houston,
impresses you with his kindness, educational, and cultural knowledge. He is working with an eye on
the Arab American Cultural & Community Center and the second eye focuses on the solidarity and
the unity of the Arab community. His mission is community service and maintaining roots, tradi-
tions, heritage, and the Arabic language. Elkhadiri is proud of the Arab community away from poli-
tics and sectarianism. An interview was held with Mr. Elkhadiri at the Lebanon Times office.

LTM: Who is Abdel A. Elkhadiri? Which
part of the Arab world are you from and
when did you arrive to the United States?

First, let me extend my thanks and admiration to
Lebanon Times Magazine which has made amaz-
ing achievements and has become a necessity for
the Arab community during a short period of
time. | wish the magazine lasting success. Going
back to the question, I was born in Marrakech,
Morocco. | arrived to the United States in 1995
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to study at the University of Houston. I then
moved to the University of Texas at Austin. I
hold a Master's degree in Mathematics and Infor-
matics. Before joining the Arab American Cul-
tural & Community Center in Houston, | was ac-
tive in social institutions in the service of the
Arab communities. | contributed to the establish-
ment of the Moroccan Association in Houston
and a member of the Rotary Club. In 2005, |
joined the ACC. | am currently working with
Deutsche Bank in Houston.




the presidency?

The ACC started in the early nineties and the
first meeting of the center was on September 23,
1993. On October 5™ of this year, we will be
celebrating twenty years of the Center’s founda-
tion. The land was bought in 1995 and the open-
ing of the center was in 1997. The Center works
to consolidate three things.

The Center stays away from politics and sectari-
anism. It is for all the people of the Arab world
without borders as the Center includes all nation-
alities from all Arab nations. We all work as vol-
unteers at no charge.

LTM: What were some achievements during
your presidency of the Center?

The length of the Center president’s term is one
year which can be renewed. When | became
president of the Center, | worked and cooperated
with members and trustees to achieve my pro-
gram which included 12 items. | was able to im-
plement 9 items and 3 remain under construction.
It was my first goal when | became president to
stay away from politics so as not to affect the
work of the Center. We are students of unity and
solidarity because the Arab American in the U.S.
is active in society and we are proud of the Arab
American because he is in all fields, from medi-
cine to engineering and law. We have a respected
community which only lacks unity and the Cen-
ter is the right place to reunite the Arab commu-
nity in Houston. As | said earlier, | started my
work at the Center relying on three things.
The first thing is unity, then unity, and then
unity. The second is transparency of the adminis-
trative and financial matters and to inform every-
one about the Center and what it expenses from
income to debt registered and declared through a
monthly report and we also have a website. The
third thing is openness to all Arab American as-
sociations in Houston as there are regular
monthly meetings with them to coordinate and
cooperate. There is also a plan to declare the
Arab Cultural Week in April 2014.

LTM: Does the Center have a school to teach
Arabic language?
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The most important of the Center’s offerings is
teaching the Arabic language through the Cen-
ter’s school because the Arabic language is our
mission as it is a key objective of the Center that
the Arab American does not lose his or her iden-
tity. Our mission summarized in two words is
serve and preserve.

LTM: What is your ambition?

My ambition is for the Center to transform to be-
come the central Arab house for all Arabs and all
who speak the Arabic language from West to the
East and that there is no differentiation between
the Atlas Mountains or the mountains of Leba-
non and that there is no differentiation of Arab
from the desert of Mauritania or the desert of Su-
dan or from the Nile or from Mesopotamia. We
must maintain our Arab identity and our civiliza-
tion and our culture and heritage. | wish that the
Center plays an important role in the unity of the
Arab community, especially since the Arab coun-
tries are going through difficult and fateful times.
The last word:

Thank you for your efforts. The Center is your
home and | wish for cooperation together to raise
the name of the Arab community.
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Tax Services
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IDDLE EAST SHIPPING CO.

RORO, Containers, all . Ship with Middle

kinds of cargo i
Machinery and Heavy - East Shlpplng
Equipment : o for :

Automobiles a7 I :
Containers of all Sizes: 3 ' B . Safe Loadlng,
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Inland Transportation : o
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GET A QUOTE it s, Fast, Easy, and FREE
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CHAMPS AUTO SALES Located in Houston, Texas

Champs Auto Sales Sales Department Opening Hours
Tel : (713) 278-7227 9 am - 7 pm Monday
Address . 9 am - 7 pm Tuesday
3209 Jeanetta St Website: 9 am - 7 pm Wednesday
9 am - 7 pm Thursday
Houston, TX 77063 ww.champsautosales.com 9 am - 7 pm Friday
Tel : (713) 278-7227 Email: 9 am - 8 pm Saturday
) champsauto@ymail.com Closed Sunday

Fax: (713) 278-7229

WWW. oscargomc COm

& )verseas

Y Cargo, Inc

We Are Providing Full Range of Shipping & Export ; :
Services From Any Point/ Location/ Port in USA to |
Worldwide, Destination including:

- Ocean Container “FCL” and “LCL”

- Ocean Ro-Ro “Cars, Boats & Heavy Equipment”
- Trucking “Cars, Containers, Heavy Equipment”

- Air Cargo For All Kind of Goods W

- Customs Clearance & Export Documentation

- Online System “Manage Your Inventory, Finance”

Buymoreandshpfastlmosteoonomml

Office / Houston warehouse : 301 S. Cesar Chavez Blvd., Houston, TX 77011, Sales: 713-382-7685,
sobhi@overseascargoinc.com, office / finance : 281 888-4278 bllhng@overseascargomc com,
Documentation: 713-936-9864, docs@overseascargoinc.com, Fax : 866-207-9091.
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The oldest standing army in the world dating
back to seven thousand years is the Egyptian
army at the time of King Narmer. The Egyptian
army at that time was the most powerful army in
the world.

Thanks to the Egyptian army the world's first
empire was created. The Egyptian empire
stretched from Turkey in the north to Somalia in
the south as well as Iraq in the east and Libya in
the west.

This was the golden age of the Egyptian army
which was composed of infantry, carts, horses,
arrow shooters, and soldiers.

The Egyptian army consisted of a land branch
and other branches and a fleet which protected
the marine coast of Egypt in addition to the Nile
River.

Some of the war plans of ancient Egyptians are
still taught in military academies of the world.
The Egyptian military has provided many old
great leaders who were some of the best brains in
military tactics such as Emperor Thutmose 111,
the first emperor in history that created the Egyp-
tian empire. Thutmose 111 became a great Phar-
aoh in his own right and has been referred to as
the Napoleon of ancient Egypt. Perhaps his repu-
tation is due to the fact that his battles were re-
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b e o ias
The Egyptian Army is the Oldest Army

corded in great detail by the archivist, royal
scribe, and army commander. In his tally, there
were many battles and wars, most notably the
Battle of Megiddo which is still taught until to-
day.

The presence of the Egyptian army continued
until the reign of the State of the Ptolemy, the
first to recruit men from the people of Egypt to
the Arab army which participated in the libera-
tion of the city of Jerusalem from the rule of the
Crusaders in the most important historical battles
over the ages.

The hero commander of the battle was Saladin
and the bulk of the army was Egyptian soldiers.
In addition, the Egyptian army played a major
role in the defeat of the Mongols who had de-
stroyed the Abbasid Islamic State led by Com-
mander Qatar .

In 1820, the modern Egyptian army was founded
during the reign of Muhammad Ali Pasha (a civil
or military authority in Turkey or Egypt). The
first military school was built to prepare soldiers
and officers in a modern style.
So dear reader, take note that the first and oldest
army in the history of mankind is the Egyptian
Arab army.
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Kristin Rehler Civil R“ights Supervisor & SA Al Tribble Special Agent

You have rights! Don’t be afraid ...

People’s perception of the FBI is that their main focus is security, but very few know
that the role of the FBI is to also protect the civil rights of its citizens and non-citizens

that reside on American soil.

e What role does the FBI play when it comes
to civil rights?
The FBI is the primary federal law enforcement
agency responsible for investigating federal civil
rights violations. The FBI’s Civil Rights Program
is comprised of four components: Hate Crimes,
Human Trafficking, Color of Law (police mis-
conduct) and FACE Act (Freedom of Access to
Clinic Entrances Act). It is a federal crime for
anyone to willfully injure, intimidate, or interfere
with those seeking to obtain or provide reproduc-
tive health care services. Hate Crimes are the
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number 1 priority subprogram due to the impact
these offenses have on individuals, the commu-
nity and society as a whole.

A Hate Crime can be defined as a criminal of-
fense that is committed against a person or prop-
erty motivated in whole or in part by the of-
fender’s bias against race, color, religion, disabil-
ity, ethnicity/national origin, gender, gender
identity or sexual orientation.

Hate crimes can be categorized as Thrill Hate
Crimes, Reactive Hate Crimes and Mission Hate
Crimes. Thrill Hate Crimes are generally



committed by two or more individuals. The indi-
viduals who commit Thrill Hate Crimes are gen-
erally under the influence of alcohol or illegal
narcotics. They target an individual due to their
own biases and generally inflict serious injury.
They sometimes commit these offenses to gain
the favor of a peer group.
Reactive Hate Crimes are generally committed
by individuals who are influenced by media stim-
uli, (news reports, proposed legislation). News
reports of American soldiers dying in Iraq, and
legislation regarding immigration reform have
spiked incidents of bias motivated crime.
Mission Hate Crimes are rare and are generally
committed by individuals who have a diminished
mental capacity. These individuals target a per-
son based upon a bias, kill them and commit sui-
cide.
Victims of Hate Crimes generally do not know
their attacker(s) and are more likely to suffer a
violent attack more so than individuals who are
targeted for a typical theft or burglary.
e What kind of involvement does the FBI
partake when the civil rights of an illegal

s
immigrant are violated?

The same as if the individual was a citizen. The

United States Constitution protects everyone, not

just citizens. The FBI ensures the rights of all

persons are not abridged.

e« What does the civil rights encompass,
color, religion race and country of origin?

The FBI can initiate a federal civil rights investi-

gation based upon the use or threat of force due

to bias against an individual’s race, color, relig-
ion, disability, ethnicity/national origin, gender,
gender identity or sexual orientation.

e Can an illegal immigrant file a complaint
to the FBI if his civil rights are violated
without being deported?

The FBI treats victims of civil rights violations as

victims.

e What advice would you give to LTM read-
ers?

Remain vigilant. Your readers are the eyes and
ears of the community. They can contact the FBI
24 hours a day, seven days a week at (713) 693-
5000 or by email Houston.Texas@ic.FBI.gov
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Dr. Jihad Georges Youssef

Dr. Jihad Georges Youssef is Board Certified in Pulmonary Medicine,
Sleep Medicine, Internal Medicine and Critical Care Medicine and is a
specialist in these disciplines.

Dr. Youssef earned his bachelor's degree in Biology and medical di-
ploma from The American University of Beirut in Lebanon.

He then completed his internship and residency at Good Samaritan
Hospital of Maryland, a Johns Hopkins affiliated program. Dr.
Youssef then completed a Pulmonary and Critical Care Medicine fel-
lowship at State University of New York at Stony Brook and a Pulmo-
nary Transplantation Medicine fellowship at the University Of Pitts-
burgh Medical Center in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. He relocated in the
Houston- Sugar Land area after 10 years of Practice in Arizona.

Dr. Youssef has strong roots in the community and is looking forward
to serving all of your Pulmonary, Critical care and Sleep Medicine
needs.

OUR SERVICES Accepting New Patients

e Consultations
The Pulmonary Function Laboratory provides comprehensive physiologic test-
ing for the patient with known or suspected pulmonary disease

e In addition to standard tests of pulmonary function we offer the following ser-
vices: Cardio-Pulmonary Exercise testing, Pulmonary Stress Testing, Full Pul-
monary Function testing, Respiratory muscle strength, evaluation for exercise
induced asthma, Complex Pulmonary stress testing (including measurements of CRITICAL SLEEP
CO2 production, O2 uptake and electrocardiography recording) CARE MEDICINE

e  Minimally Invasive Procedures to Diagnose Lung Cancer including Ultrasound

Guided Bronchoscopy and Electromagnetic Navigation Bronchoscopy

Bronchial Thermoplasty ( Bronchoscopic Treatment) for Asthma

Pre-operative evaluation (including lung-volume reduction surgery, Lung

Transplantation and gastric bypass)

Disability evaluation

Occupational health evaluation

Chest X-Rays

CT Chest

Comprehensive Laboratory Testing

Nocturnal Pulse Oximetry

Sleep Evaluation including home sleep study as well as in Lab sleep studies.

Call 713-781-4600 for an Appointment

PULMONOLOGY B\

Main Location  Two locations to serve you!  Second Location
1429 Hwy. 6 South 7777 Southwest Frwy

Sugar Land, Texas 77478 . % _ Suite 860
Tel : 713-781-4600 Houston, Texas 77074



