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Olive Valley Falafel
722 West 19th Street
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Olive Valley Falafel is widely Served
in most Arabic Restaurants in
Houston you will find in Every Food
Stores and Supermarkets

Fax:713 426-0318

Website: www.olivevalleyfalafel.com
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Some Lebanese Texans and others do not know
that Lebanese were among the first immigrants
who came to Texas.

From 1856 to 2014 Lebanese and Syrians have
been a beacon guiding Texas into Medicine, Art,
Trade and Cuisine among other fields.

Lebanon Times wants to highlight those achieve-

ments and thank the Lebanese Pioneers of Texas.

In 2000, the U.S. Census Bureau estimated that
there were 29,518 Texans of Lebanese and Syr-
ian ancestry. The Lebanese-Syrian impact on the
culture has been profound.

Names of well-known Lebanese- and Syrian-
Texans appear in many fields. They include
medicine (Dr. Michael DeBakey, the late heart
surgeon); business (the Haggar and Farah fami-
lies, clothing manufacturers); and law and poli-
tics (the Kazens of Laredo and the Jamails of
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DID THE CAMELS ENTER?

Houston). In the arts, there is actor F. Murry
Abraham of El Paso who won an Academy
Award in 1985 for his role in the movie Ama-
deus.

The Antone family has a food import business,
and names like Halbouty and Haddad are big in
oil. El Paso is home of the Azar Nut Company.
Beginnings

Lebanese and Syrian families began coming to
Texas around 1880 from what was then a group
of Middle Eastern provinces within the Ottoman
Turkish Empire. But the first Arabic-speaking
individuals from that region already had arrived
in Texas in 1856 as camel tenders.

Hadji Ali was a young man from Syria who,
along with a few Turks and Greeks, arrived in
May 1856 in Indianola with a shipload of camels.
The camels, part of an experiment by the U.S.
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Army, were used for a few years before the Civil
War as pack animals in caravans that linked the
military forts on the western frontier.

Hadji Ali, a Muslim convert, was the son of a Syr-
ian father and Greek mother. He was called “Hi
Jolly” by the soldiers, and by that name he be-
came an American folk figure. After the job with
the Army ended, he mined for gold and silver in
the deserts of the Southwest, using camels as part
of his work. He died in 1902 in Arizona.

Elias, another Syrian who worked in the Army
camel experiment, moved on to Sonora, Mexico.
Elias’ son, Plutarco Elias Calles, became presi-
dent of Mexico in 1928.

The first Syrian family to visit Texas was that of
Professor Joseph Arbeely, who came in 1878 after
having served as president of the Patriarchal Syr-
ian Orthodox College in Damascus. He taught
Arabic to American missionaries. Two of his sons
remained in Austin until 1881.

About that same year, Cater Joseph Cater, a
teacher at the Presbyterian school in Roumieh,
Lebanon, began sending his children to Austin. In
Austin, the family name was changed to Joseph.

VOICEOF UNITY
LERE'NON
TIMES

The oldest son eventually opened a confectionary
and other sons opened retail stores there.

By 1910, there were 1,125 immigrants in Texas
“from Turkey in Asia,” as the U.S. Census Bureau
referred to the Ottoman Empire. Another 466 per-
sons had parents born there. The vast majority of
them were from the provinces then called Mount
Lebanon and Greater Syria. However, most of the
immigrants did not arrive directly, but instead
worked briefly in other states before settling in
Texas.

Ethnic History

Almost all of the early immigrants were Christian:
Antiochian Orthodox, Maronite Catholic and
Greek Catholic (called Melkites), all of whom
trace their roots to the Church of Antioch of the
first century. There were also some Protestants,
mostly members of the Presbyterian Church,
which had established schools in Lebanon. After
1945, some of the immigrants from Lebanon and
Syria were Muslims who were fleeing the unset-
tled situation in the Middle East. However, today
the majority of Texans from these two Arabic-
speaking countries remains Christian.
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Communities

Many of the Maronite Catholic Lebanese who
came to Texas assimilated into the Roman
Catholic parishes because none of their own
clergy was here. Only in the late 20th century did
Maronite parishes become established in the ur-
ban areas of Dallas, Houston, Austin and El
Paso. The exception was the creation in 1925 of
St. George Maronite Church in San Antonio.

The Antiochian Orthodox (sometimes called Syr-
ian Orthodox), on the other hand, began to estab-
lish churches in Texas much earlier. Galveston’s
Sts. Constantine and Helen Church was founded
in 1895 mainly by Serbians and Greeks, but it
also had a few Syrians among the parishioners.
The first Antiochian Orthodox church, St. Mi-
chael’s, was formed in Beaumont in 1907. Other
Antiochian Orthodox churches followed in Aus-
tin, Houston, Corpus Christi and EIl Paso.

In smaller Texas cities, some of the immigrants
joined Episcopalian, Methodist or other Protes-
tant churches.

Professions

The Middle East’s central location had contrib-
uted to a tradition of trade, dating back to the
time of the Phoenicians. Thus, many of the first
Lebanese and Syrians in Texas began making
their livelihood here as itinerant peddlers and
traversed the state from Canada to the Panhandle
to Del Rio on the Rio Grande and Tyler in East
Texas.

These enterprising and adaptable merchants, who
have also been described as clannish, soon had
relatives joining them to create the first Lebanese
and Syrian communities within Texas cities. The
second and third generations then began moving
into the fields of law, education and oil explora-
tion.

Social Clubs and Festivals

The close-knit communities, mostly in urban ar-
eas, began to form social and benevolent organi-
zations. The Jamails of Houston, the largest clan,
formed the United Jamail Club in 1890, which in
turn became part of the Southern Federation of
Syrian Lebanese Clubs.

The Southern Federation was founded in 1931
and held its first convention in Beaumont in
1932. Besides serving to tie together all the vari-
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ous clubs in each city, the federation began to

help the most recent immigrants from Syria and

Lebanon and to provide scholarships to young

people of the ethnic community.

Since the 1960s, it also has been contributing to

the Center for Middle Eastern Studies at the Uni-

versity of Texas at Austin.

Other ethnic organizations include the Cedars of

Lebanon Clubs in Austin, Waco and Tyler, and

various women’s clubs throughout the state.

(The Syrian and Lebanese Texans, The Univer-

sity of Texas Institute of Texan Cultures at San

Antonio, 1974.)

Lebanon Times Magazine comment is:

Some foreign countries think that in the Middle

East camels are still being used for transportation

that they live next to our homes, and the entire

land is a parking lot for camels.

To those we say: The Middle East is the land of

prophets and saints, the land of Ibn Sina the first

Medicine man. The Middle East invented the al-

phabet, the continent named Europe “Europa”,

the land that gave the world Gibran Kahlil Gi-

bran, the color purple, and the first ship to sail to

America.

The Middle East is not the land of the camels but

the foundation of civilization and academia.

If the Middle East is ill today, ask the powerful

countries why it is so.
i JOR X0 '.E:".‘_
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X-RAY, EXAM, AND REGULAR CLEANING

FOR ONLY $59!

Excludes patients Periodontal with Disease
Credit will be applied to patients who need special services

QUALITY DENTAL CARE AT AN AFFORDABLE PRICE!
In General and Cosmetic Dentistry

Come visit our friendly
and experienced staff for
all your dental needs

CALL FOR SAME PORCELAIN CROWNS $599
DAY APPOINTEMENT
TOOTH COLOR FILLINGS $99
Bahman Saffari Tel: (281) 589 -7777 ROOT CANALS $499
D.D.S.PC. . g ., &
A ad) Addlad) dadd 2 EXTRACTIONS FROM $89

Website www.saffaridental.com
Email: info@saffaridental.com

14039 Westheimer Rd. Houston, TX 77077S
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Compact yet powerful for workgroup environments

e Print speed (letter): Up to 30/35/45/51ppm (Color)

35/40 50/ 55(B/ W)

Paper capacity (sheets): 1,200 standard; 5,000 maximum
Paper size:12”x18” maximum

Print resolution:1200x1200 dpi

Scan speed: Up to 120ipm(300dpi) (B/W, Color, duplex)
Space-saving design

IR ADVANCE Designed for busy workgroups that demand
4200 Series (/W Only) outstanding versatility in a compact space

e Print speed:Up to 51ppm (B/W)

e Paper capacity (sheets)1,180 standard; 4,980 maximum
e Paper size: 11”°x17” maximum

e Scan speed : Up to 51 ipm (Color, simplex,300 dpi)

e Print resolution: 1200x1200dpi
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What’s in store for our future? What does it hide
for our grand children on some planets like Mars
and the moon? Whose constitution will they fol-
low? How would they organize their lives? Some
scientists have worked hard to find a Constitution
to regulate life on Mars and the moon.

In the south of London, a group of thirty people,
among whom were philosophers, lawyers and
anthropologists, met to create a constitution for a
Government which does not yet exist.

They reviewed the constitutions of Japan, Ice-
land, and Mongolia. Their mission was to draft a
constitution for the free and independent human
colonists on the surface of Mars or the moon.

"So this future of humanity in space became an
exciting and fun subject,” says Charles Cockle
astrobiologist at the University of Edinburgh,
who organized the meeting that represented the
International Conference on Freedom of
Extraterrestrials. He adds: of the most important
things in the history of human civilization is free-
dom, therefore we want to think about the free-
dom outside the boundaries of land, especially
in the project Mars One.
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Mars One will establish a permanent human set-
tlement on Mars. Crews of four will depart every
two years, starting in 2024. Our first unmanned
mission will be launched in 2018. If you join the
Global Mars One Community and participate in
our mission to Mars and the NASA Plan, we
can reach the Red Planet by 2033. Collaboration
with the company Space X for space tourism
owned by billionaire Elon Musk for the estab-
lishment of a permanent human colony on Mars
becomes a way of thinking that will be managed
by independent entities.

Charles Cockle explains the situation by saying:
the importance of this conference is now dictated
by a range of considerations, including the grow-
ing number of countries that are invading the
space, the presence of a number of private com-
panies which manufacture space shuttles, and the
concomitant renewed efforts to explore space.
All of these entities make things important as
to who will dominate and control space: the pri-
vate sector and the colossal companies, or large
countries? And how can an individual obtain
freedom in such a difficult environment in which
to live described as a “Killing Environment.”



The participants agreed at the International Con-
ference that to guarantee the freedom of extrater-
restrials they should look at Iceland as an exam-
ple of personal freedom. It is an isolated island,
inhabited by a relatively small number of people
facing the same challenges as on Mars,

which presents a unique combination of natural
hazards to the extent that some parts of the island
look like they belong to another planet.

Cockle said: We have hundreds of years of ex-
perience in writing constitutions so let's build on
that and embrace the spirit of the American Con-
stitution, if the participants agree on the text of a
democratic life guaranteeing the protection of
legislated personal liberties and special rights
supported by an independent judiciary and free-
dom of the press.

Cockle added that there are certain things in
space that are quite different from Earth's envi-
ronment, especially the question of who would
control the oxygen, for example.

It was decided in the conference that providing
air to breathe is a fundamental right that must be

YOICE OF UNITY
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guaranteed and enshrined in a constitution for the
colonies of Mars or the moon. Cockle warned
space colonies represent a fertile environment for
tyranny. He pointed out that no known constitu-
tion states that breathing air is controlled by per-
sons who have control over the entire colony and
can be life-threatening if they have boundless
powers.

Participants finally admitted at the conference
that "the right to leave™ must be guaranteed in the
new constitution. It raises, however, questions
about the practical means to leave for one of the
other colonies on the surface of the planet if it
does not have air to breathe.

The greatest concern remains about the private
companies which will take over the reins in run-
ning and managing the colony. Will they have
the rights to go after the inhabitants and punish
them or send them back to earth?

Lebanon Times wonders where will the Lebanese
and Arab officials live.
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Our Primary services include:

All insurance Work Accepted

We accept all Major Credit Cards
Claims Handling Assistance = ,
General Body and Paint Free Loaner Car Free Estimates

Suspension Repair

Color Matching

Rental Car assistance
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The Dread of Number ‘13’

Many people in the world consider the number 13 as
an ominous number, so they do not want to be linked
to this figure in anything they do or own--they avoid
it as a home address, a hotel room number, and even
dinner at a table with 13 guests.

Most likely, the source of this superstition goes back
to the Syriacs who were using numeric digits for let-
ters at the dawn of Christianity. Since Sunday is a day
of rest and devoted to worship, no one was allowed to
work. They believed that bad spirits and sadness will
descend on those who provoked the wrath of God.
The numeric powers of the word ‘Sunday’ in Syriac
add up to 13—*AHD’ ‘A’ is 1, ‘H’ is 8, and ‘D’ is 4.
Witches in ancient Rome met in groups of 12, be-
cause ‘13’ represented the devil. The ancient Scandi-
navians formed 13 knots on a hanging noose. Some
superstitions said that Eve gave Adam the apple to eat
on a Friday and that it fell on the 13th day of the
month. Some ancients also thought that Cain killed
Abel on Friday the 13™.

In the nineteenth century, Lloyd's Marine Insurance
in London refused to insure any ship sailing on Friday
the 13 and even until today, the US Navy does not
sail on a Friday 13th. In Germany, the Berlin Wall
was built on the thirteenth of August 1961.
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The United States, and the West in general, regard
Friday the 13 as a bad omen. In the 1930s, the New
York Herald reported the daily rate of marriage in
New York reached 150 marriages with hardly beyond
60 on a Friday for fear of falling on a Friday 13™.

The fear of Friday 13", an anxiety disorder called
‘triskaidekaphobia’ (Greek: 3+10+ extreme fear),
seems to affect about 21 million people in the US.
Scientists concludes that symptoms can range 1 name
from mild to hysterical fear to the point that some
folks do not even leave their beds or their house.

On April 11, 1970, Apollo 13 was launched at 13:13
CST from the Kennedy Space Center. Two days later,
on April 13, an oxygen tank exploded at about two-
thirds of the distance to the moon, forcing the astro-
nauts to cut their journey short.

In the US some skyscrapers and hotels skip ‘13’ in
the numbering of stories. They jump from 12 to 14,
and sometimes replace number 13 by Al3.

Some Airlines do not use the number 13 for their
flights and some hospitals have no rooms with the
number 13.

Lebanon Times brings to the reader’s attention that
the civil war in Lebanon ignited on April 13, 1975.
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