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Mitchell
Elias
"Mitch"
Daniels,
Jr.

A Syrian-
American
from Homs
Syria
to the
Governor of
Indiana.

Mitch my Man” “the Blaa
(as President George W. Bush ¢
DanielSy

Mitchell Elias ""Mitch™ Daniels, Jr. (born April 7, 1949) is the president of Purdue University and
was the 49th Governor of the U.S. state of Indiana. A Republican, he began his first four-year term as
governor on January 10, 2005, and was reelected to his second term by an 18-point margin, on Novem-
ber 4, 2008, receiving the most votes for statewide office in Indiana history. Previously, he was the Di-
rector of the U.S. Office of Management and Budget under George W. Bush. He was formerly Senior
Vice President of Eli Lilly and Company, Indiana's largest corporation, where he was in charge of the
corporation's business strategy. He was widely speculated to be a candidate for President of the United
States in 2012 before choosing not to run He is the author of the bestselling book keeping the Republic:
Saving America by Trusting Americans. On June 21, 2012, he was selected to be President of Purdue
University after his current term as Governor ended on January 14, 2013.

Family and education
Mitchell Elias Daniels, Jr., was born in Monongahela,
Pennsylvania, the son of Dorothy Mae (née Wilkes)
and Mitchell Elias Daniels, Sr. His father's parents
were immigrants from Syria, of Greek Orthodox An-
tiochite descent. Daniels has been honored by the
Arab-American Institute with the 2011 Najeeb
Halaby Award for Public Service. His mother's ances-
try was mostly English (where three of his great-
grandparents were born), as well as Scottish and
Welsh. Daniels spent his early childhood years in
Pennsylvania, Tennessee, and Georgia.

31 Lebanon Times

Mitchell attended Delaware Trail Elementary, West-
lane Junior High School, and North Central High
School. In high school he was student body president.
After graduation in 1967, Daniels was named one of
Indiana's Presidential Scholars the state’s top male
high school graduate that year by President Lyndon
Johnson.In 1971, Daniels earned a Bachelor's de-
gree from the Woodrow Wilson School of Public
and International Affairs at Princeton University.
While there, he was a member of the American Whig
Cliosophic Society, where he overlapped with future
Supreme Court Justice Samuel Alito, who was a year



below. He initially studied law at the Indiana McKin-
ney School of Law in Indianapolis. After accepting a
job with newly elected Senator Richard Lugar, he
transferred to the Georgetown University Law Center,
from which he earned a Juris Doctor.

In 1970, while an undergraduate student at Princeton,
he and two roommates were arrested for possession
of marijuana, LSD, and illicit prescription drugs.!**
He spent two nights in jail. In a plea bargain, he pled
guilty to "maintaining a common nuisance" and was
fined $350. Daniels told The Daily Princetonian

Early political career

Daniels joined Richard Lugar's mayoral staff in De-
cember, 1974. Within three years, he became Lugar's
principal assistant. After Lugar was elected to the
U.S. Senate in 1976, Daniels followed him to Wash-
ington, D.C. as his Chief of Staff.

In 1983, when Lugar was elected Chairman of the
National Republican Senatorial Committee, Daniels
was appointed its Executive Director. Serving in that
position (1983-84), he played a major role in keeping
the GOP in control of the Senate. Daniels was also
manager of three successful re-election campaigns for
Lugar. In August 1985, Daniels became chief politi-
cal advisor and liaison to President Ronald Reagan.

In 1987, Daniels returned to Indiana as President and
CEO of the Hudson Institute, a conservative think
tank. In 1988, Dan Quayle was elected Vice President
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of the United States, and Governor of Indiana Robert
D. Orr offered to appoint Daniels to Quayle's vacant
Senate seat, but Daniels declined, fearing it would
force him to spend too much time away from his fam-

ily.

Daniels as OMB (Office of Management and
Budget) Director, 2003.

In January 2001, Daniels accepted President George
W. Bush's invitation to serve as director of the Office
of Management and Budget (OMB).

During his time as the director of the OMB, Bush
referred to him as *'the Blade," for his noted acumen
at budget cutting Daniels was responsible for estimat-
ing the cost of the invasion of Iraq,

Governor

Daniels' decision to run for Governor of Indiana led
to most of the rest of Republican field of candidates
to drop out of the race. The only challenger who did
not do so was conservative activist and lobbyist Eric
Miller. Daniels' campaign platform centered around
cutting the State budget and privatizing public His
campaign slogan, "My Man Mitch.”" "My Man
Mitch™ was a reference to a phrase once used by
President George W. Bush to refer to Daniels.

His opponent in the general election was the incum-
bent Joe Kernan, The 2004 election was the costliest




in Indiana history, up until that time, with the candi-
dates spending a combined US$23 million. Daniels
won the election, garnering about 53% of the vote
compared to Kernan's 46%. Kernan was the first in-
cumbent Governor to lose an election in Indiana since
1894.

Economic development

When Daniels was elected, he stated his number one
priority was job creation To achieve that goal, he cre-
ated the public-private Indiana Economic Develop-
ment Corporation (IEDC Between 2005 and 2008,
485 businesses committed to creating more than
60,000 new jobs and invest $14.5 billion into the
Indiana economy.

Healthy Indiana Plan
In 2007, Daniels signed the Healthy Indiana Plan,
which provided 132,000 uninsured Indiana workers
with coverage. The plan allows low to moderate in-
come households where the members have no access
to employer provided healthcare to apply for cover-
age.
WGU University

Western Governor's University of Indiana is the
eighth university in Indiana and was formed with the
support of Gov. Mitch Daniels in 2010. The purpose
of the new on-line university is to increase education
opportunities for working adults across Indiana. In
December 2012 WGU Indiana celebrated its 500th
graduate.
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Daniel’s Reelection

Daniels entered the 2008 election year with a 51%
approval rate, and 28% disapproval rate. Daniels'
reelection campaign focused on the state’s unemploy-
ment rate.

On November 4, 2008, Daniels defeated Democratic
candidate Jill Long Thompson and was elected to a
second term as Governor with 57.8% of votes. He is
a recent recipient of the Herman Kahn Award from
the conservative think tank the Hudson Institute, of
which he is a former President and CEO, and was one
of the first to receive the Fiscy award for fiscal disci-
pline. A November 2010 poll gave Daniels a 75%
approval rate.

Abortion
In May 2011, the state ended all funding for Planned
Parenthood and all other health service providers who
offered abortion services. Another law enacted ban-
ning abortions for women more than twenty weeks
pregn
2012 presidential speculation

Although Daniels had claimed to be reluctant to seek
higher office, many media outlets, including Politico,
The Weekly Standard, Forbes, The Washington Post,
CNN, The Economist, and The Indianapolis Star be-
gan to speculate that Daniels may intend to seek the
Republican nomination for president in 2012. On
March 6, 2011, Daniels was the winner of an Oregon
(Republican Party) straw poll. Daniels drew 29.33%
ant.



of the vote, besting second place finisher Mitt Rom-
ney (22.66%) and third place finisher Sarah Palin
(18.22%), and was the winner of a similar straw
poll in the state of Washington. On May 5, 2011,
Daniels told an interviewer that he would announce
"within weeks" his decision of whether or not to run
for the Republican presidential nomination Daniels
announced he would not seek the Republican
nomination for the presidency on the night of May
21, 2011.

Mitch Daniels Fast Facts

Personal:

Birth date: April 7, 1949

Birth place: Monongahela, Pennsylvania

Birth name: Mitchell Elias Daniels, Jr.

Father: Mitchell Daniels, Sr., a drug company
salesman

Mother: Dorothy Mae (Wilkes) Daniels

Marriage: Cheri (Herman) Daniels (1997 - pre-
sent and May 20, 1978 - 1994, divorced)
Children: Margaret, 1986; Meredith, July 1982;
Melissa, December 1981; Meagan, April 1980
Education: Princeton University, B.A., 1971;
Georgetown University, J.D., 1979

Religion: Presbyterian

Other Facts:

Daniels is a motorcycle enthusiast and rides a
Harley Davidson.

Daniels has worked in the presidential admini-
strations of Ronald Reagan and George W.
Bush.

He is known for being fiscally responsible, bal-
ancing Indiana's budget in his first term, cutting
expenditures wherever possible and having a
surplus over multiple years

Sources: Wikipedia and CNN Library.

Compiled by Tony Choufati

Lebanon Times Magazine Introduces The Next Republican Candidate for The USA Presidency

Houston’s Premier Florist

Tel : 713.774.8080
www.lexisflorist.com
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Cedar's Bakery J\j\ U‘ Ja\

E $4.49

Sandwich Falafel

a $4.49

Shawarma Beef

ll $4 49
Shawarma Chicken

$3.49
Labne Bread

$3.99

#l $3.50
Pizza with Mozarella

—=d 3 05
Parsley with cheese

$3.50

Pizza with mushroom

;.-"--'= dsz 'y

= 53 50

Pizza with Mozarella

SandW|ch S

Harhoura Veggie

Cheese Bread

Cheese Zaatar

P
- $2.75

Meat Bread

51,05
Sambosik

Cr0|ssant

SandW|ch Makanlk

$0.75
SM Meat Pocket

White Wheat Small

White Wheat Large

WWW.CEDARSBAKERYHOUSTON.COM
INFO@CEDARSBAKERYHOUSTON.COM

8619 RICHMOND AVE # A HOUSTON,TX 77063

Phone :713-706-4141
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The Center offers our history, civilization, and
heritage to the American society
A cup of coffee lasts 40 years of friendship

The Turkish Cultural Center has become an intersecting point of civilizations and cultures
through dialogue and continued meetings between the Turkish and the American societies. It
has become a bridge between the heritage, customs, and traditions between Turkish and
American culture. Since this Center has become a monument and a continuous beehive of
activities, Lebanon Times Magazine decided to focalize the spotlight on this Center.

This meeting was held In the Office of the Director General of the Center MEHMET OKUMUS

accompanied by our friend Imad Elroz.

MO: First, let me welcome Lebanon Times
Magazine. | came to the United States in
2002. Upon my arrival, | worked in the field
of education and now took on the responsi-
bility of the Turkish Cultural Center as Gen-
eral Manager of the center.

LTM: What is the goal of the center and
its activities?

MO: The center was founded in 2000 at the
hands of the Turkish community in Houston.
Currently, we have 17 centers in the United
States in several states and the main center
is in Houston.

We encourage and promote cultural dia-
logue between communities by highlighting
Turkish heritage and civilization through cul-

37 Lebanon Times

tural programs. We are working on extend-
ing our culture to our American friends. The
English language is adopted at the Center in
servicing the Turkish and American commu-
nities with the message that we serve every-
one equally and work to preserve our history
and our culture and our civilization.

On Saturdays and Sundays there are les-
sons for Turkish-American children to learn
the language and religion. We also have a
dialogue dinner during the month of Rama-
dan because we are aware that there exists
an abusive understanding of Islam unfortu-
nately, so we wanted to send a positive
message in the provision of Islamic religion
by inviting managers, teachers, colleges,



presidents and professors, and some offi-
cials such as police officers and firefighters
to express to them our appreciation for their
services. We also call on the sons of the
neighborhood and the neighbors to an intro-
ductory dinner especially during the month
of Ramadan as a night to identify neighbors
and introduce the activities of the center and
also share with our American friends their
traditions by sharing with them Thanksgiving
because we believe that thanking God is a
duty in all religions.

The social activities are many including
cooking classes of Turkish dishes, also the
invitation of guests to provide lessons in
American cooking, and Mexican, and lIrish
for knowledge sharing. We also offer les-
sons of the Turkish language in all our
branches and in some universities such as
the University of Houston and the University
of Texas, Austin.

The Turkish festivals do carry our heritage,
from music to Turkish cuisine and the next
festival will be on March 24th and is called
the Olympiads of the Turkish language and
culture. This festival also offers Mexican and
Indian dances of different cultures and com-
munities. The ladies coffee night is reserved
for women, where they invite a police officer
or a woman in the fire brigade and give them

awards for their services because the Center
is devoted to community service.

LTM: What is the space size of the Cen-
ter?

MO: Nine acres and the center also includes
the so-called turquoise and conference cen-
ter and a kindergarten, a kitchen, and we
have a new project. | will provide more detail
in a subsequent interview.

LTM: Who finances the Center?

MO: Voluntary contributions of the Turkish
community and our friends the Americans.
We do not receive any funding from the
Turkish or the U.S. governments. We have
financial revenue from projects such as the
Olympiads of the Turkish language and cul-
ture.

LTM: Does the Center have a particular
political color?

MO: If you go into the Istanbul “Rumi”
Convention Center you will see his famous
philosophy which says come because it
does not matter who you are and which way
you belong, come it does not matter who
you are a wayfarer or hermit or lover come
even if you emptied your commitment and
pledged a thousand times, just come. So our
doors are open to all, and we want to com-
municate with everyone without bias, so that
we can work together, but from the religious
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aspect, we aspire to have a community of be-
lievers to work on the establishment of sci-
ence and education, which is a major source
of our society.

LTM: The last word?

MO: We have a saying which is one of our
traditions. It says a cup of Turkish coffee lasts
40 years of friendship. We invite all our friends
to visit our center and we will always have a
cup of coffee ready to offer them.

Language, Painting, and Cooking with the Ladies

During our presence at the center, we had a meeting with some of the women who work in
the service of the Cultural Center.

Ayse Zirih
Volunteer Turkish Class ESL Class Coordinator / Teacher
| teach the Turkish language and we have many students
interested in the education of the Turkish language for vari-
ous reasons, usually lessons are given on Saturdays. So
find some friends who wish to teach the Turkish language to
converse with their friends the Turks or have been visiting
Turkey, or are about to marry someone Turkish. We offer
language along with our traditions and our civilization, and
we now have 18 students. Lessons are given at three levels:
Primary, Intermediate and Advanced.

Sema Aydin
Cooking Classes
We learn Turkish cooking in the center.
The Turkish cuisine is very rich and we also offer the art
of cooking for other countries such as Mexican cuisine,
German, and Italian. The Turkish cuisine has different
rules based on different backgrounds. Olive oil is com-
monly used in Turkish cuisine. We have a lot of dishes
similar to the Arabic cuisine because of the convergence
between us and the Arab countries.

Nazle Cizmeci

Raindrop Outreach Water Marbling-Ebru Instructor
| was studying painting with water, a very old and tradi-
tional Turkish art. We draw on the surface of the water
where we put the water in a dish and use special colors
and design different things and types of flowers and then
turn the drawing water into the paper. The course lasts six
weeks and begins at the end of next March.
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