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By Mayor Annise D. Parker 

As the last year of my time in office proceeds, we are at a point 
where we can celebrate the accomplishments.  But we are also a re-
minded that time is running out to do more. My love of Houston and its 
residents has been the driving force behind every decision I’ve made. I 
have been a mayor who has always put Houston first and never hesi-
tated to take on the difficult fights, even when it wasn’t to my personal 
political benefit to do so.  There is no question the city is better off to-
day than it was five years ago.   
 
Our long list of accomplishments that includes Hire Houston First, job 
growth, record economic development, the Wage Theft Ordinance, a 
revitalized convention center district, the lowest crime rate in decades, 
Rebuild Houston, creation of the independent crime lab, testing of rape 
kits, the sobering center, restoration of Buffalo Bayou, Bayou Green-
ways and other park improvements, demolition of abandoned proper-
ties and a more sustainable Houston.     
 
As I approach the end of my term, I am giving a lot of thought to what 
I would like to see from the person who replaces me.  My job descrip-
tion for the next mayor includes the following: 
 
 A mayor who will fight hard to maintain Houston as a national and 

world leader; 
 A mayor who recognizes the importance of providing opportunity 

in poor and minority neighborhoods; 
 A mayor who will take what her administration has accomplished 

and build upon it; 
 A mayor who tells the truth, even when it is hard; 
 A mayor who tackles the hard problems head on; 
 A mayor who will put Houston first and loves the city as much as 

she does. 
 
Being mayor requires more than talking about needing more police of-
ficers, filling more potholes or eliminating pension debt. A mayor has 
to know how to pay for it and how to make it happen.  It’s easy to point 
out problems.  The hard part is finding the solutions.  
 
While the candidates jockey to replace me, I promise to continue work-
ing as hard as I can until the very last day of my administration at the 
end of 2015. 
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Lebanon Times 

3 Years Later 

Dears Nabil and Julia, 
With the passage of 3 years since the inception of 
Lebanon Times in Houston, I like to congratulate you 
on your success in establishing a magazine of good 
quality. Lebanon Times has thus become valuable for 
the Lebanese American community in Houston, and 
many look forward to reading it on a monthly basis. 
 
Lebanon Times has captured events in the Lebanese 
American community at all levels. On one hand, it 
has captured personal moments with individual sto-
ries, friendship gatherings, birthday celebrations, and 
numerous happy hours. On the other hand, it has 
documented larger community and city-based events 
such as banquets, galas, ceremonies, receptions, pres-
entations, festivals, and educational and cultural 
events. Capturing these broad and diverse occur-
rences has highlighted what an active Lebanese 
American community we have in Houston. 
 
Lebanon Times has promoted connections within the 
Lebanese American community in Houston. Thus, it 
has increased the awareness of several community 
businesses in various sectors and disciplines, and 
highlighted achievements of many prominent indi-
viduals who are successful in their respective fields. 
By doing so, Lebanon Times enhanced communica-
tion, and interconnected individual professionals, 
businesses, with the community at large, and vice 
versa. 
 
Lebanon Times has connected the Lebanese commu-
nity with the Arab community. This is essential for 
both the Lebanese and the Arabs by virtue of Leba-
non being part of the Arab World. Lebanon has tradi-
tionally been a leader among the Arab nations in cul-
ture, education, finance, business, health-care, his-
tory, journalism, entertainment, and progress. The 

Arabs have always admired Lebanon and flocked to 
Lebanon especially in the summer to enjoy many of 
its venues and amenities. It is no surprise that many 
Arab Americans admire Lebanon Times, and have 
become faithful readers of the magazine. 
 
Beyond the Lebanese and Arab communities, Leba-
non Times has created new bridges with the great city 
of Houston, including City Hall and the Mayor’s of-
fice. By doing so, Lebanon Times has enhanced the 
image of Lebanese Americans living in Houston, and 
in the United States. Such American awareness can 
only bring respect to Lebanese Americans, whose 
community is rich with high achievers, scholars, and 
leaders. 
 
Since Lebanon continues to be prey for discordant 
forces and sectarian trends, it is difficult for any 
Lebanese group, club, or institution, in Houston, or 
anywhere in the world, to claim true global represen-
tation of Lebanon. Yet, Lebanon Times has carefully 
and successfully navigated through such difficulties 
and disparities to rise to an encompassing representa-
tion of all society sectors, ethnic groups, and religions 
that constitute the makeup of the beloved country 
Lebanon. 
 
Dear Nabil and Julia, I wish you continued success in 
your resilient and determined efforts and endeavors to 
keep Lebanon Times a first class magazine, with 
broad community representation, and a radiant source 
of pride for Lebanese Americans. I also urge all 
Lebanese Americans residing in Houston to rally in 
support of Lebanon Times to further enrich it with 
ideas, depth, vision, and momentum, while keeping in 
mind that the success of Lebanon Times is the per-
sonal success of every individual of Lebanese origin. 

By George M .Nassar, M.D.,F.A.C.P.,F.A.S.N. 



14th annual St. Jude Evening of Hope Gala 
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital hosted the 14th 
annual St. Jude Evening of Hope gala on Saturday, 
April 18, 2015 at the Royal Sonesta Hotel with Title 
Sponsor, Amerapex Corporation. It was a record break-
ing year, raising $370,000 for the kids of St. Jude.  
The event honored Brittany Hebert, active Houston 
Philanthropist and Founder of Sky High for St. Jude, 
for her dedication to fundraising for the kids of St. 
Jude.  Royce Walker of Epsilon Sigma Alpha was pre-
sented the Lifetime of Service Award for serving over 
20 years as a volunteer for St. Jude. Guests heard from 
the true heroes, four local St. Jude patients who shared 
“why there is a reason for St. Jude”. Their touching 
stories inspired the guests and led to raising over 
$121,000 in the Live Auction and Give to Live.  
The success of the gala was the result of the passionate 
work of the Gala Co-Chairs, Mrs. Roula Nassar Ger-
guis and Mrs. Amal Zakhem Nassar, and the dedication 
of the entire Gala Committee: Mrs. Nina Baki, Mrs. 
Mirna Chammas, Ms. Maya Hariri, Ms. Alissa James, 
Mrs. Dana Khan, Ms. Jackie Macha, Ms. Sophia 
Mafrige, Mrs. Rosemary McMullen, Mrs. Hilda Najjar, 
Ms. Donna Solomay, Ms. Yara Suki, Mrs. Royce 
Walker, and Mrs. Nouha Zaineldeen. 
The gala would not exist without all the incredible 
sponsor support. Title Sponsor, Amerapex, Healing 
Hope Sponsors - Lois A. Lewis, Steve and Carolyn 
Mafrige and MasterCard Worldwide, and all of the 
Child’s Dream, Heart Song, Angel’s Wing, Family and 
Friends, and In-Kind Sponsors.  
“No child should die in the dawn of life” was the 
dream of Danny Thomas when he opened St. Jude over 
50 years ago. St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital is 
leading the way the world understands, treats and de-
feats childhood cancer and other deadly diseases.  
St. Jude has the world’s best survival rates for the most 
aggressive childhood cancers, and treatments invented 
at St. Jude have helped push the overall childhood can-
cer survival rate from 20 percent to 80 percent since we 
opened more than 50 years ago. St. Jude freely shares 
the breakthroughs we make, and every child saved at 
St. Jude means doctors and scientists worldwide can 
use that knowledge to save thousands more children. 
Families never receive a bill from St. Jude for treat-
ment, travel, housing or food – because all a family 
should worry about is helping their child live. 
For more information about the event or to make a  
donation, visit stjude.org/houston.  
or contact Susannah Causey, Senior Regional Event 
Specialist at 713-599-1441. (Photo: Julia Nader) 



14th annual St. Jude Evening of Hope Gala 



12225 Westheimer  # H 
   Houston, TX 77077  

 وأخیراً تحلى  بقطایف الجبنة والجوز/ ثم استعراض  للمأكولات الرمضانیة 

 Tel : 281.293.9090قرب سنتر فینیسیا    

 شراب التمر الھندي بانتظارك...إستمتع معنا بالعرض الرائع لدى وصولك 

We Cater for all Occasions 

www.sayadgrill.com 

 رمضان بیجمعنا عند الصیاد بأغنى افطار

 منسف كل نھار جمعة/ كبسة خلیجیة / مندي لحم / مناسف / اوزي/ خروف محشي 

 حقیقةً رمضان كریم عند الصیاد وكل عام والجالیة الإسلامیة بخیر

ROYAL HALL    صالة خاصة  للحفلات 

http://www.sayadgrill.com


 Woodlandsالف لیلة ولیلة بلیلة  في ال 
سѧنѧة زواج بѧلѧیѧلѧة مѧن لѧیѧالѧي                  25واخѧتѧصѧرا ال      ..  اختصر الدكتور سامر السوقي وعقیلتھ رحاب الف لیلة ولیلة بلیلѧة واحѧدة        

فقد اضاء الدكتور سامر السوقي وعقیلتھ رحاب القصر الذي حوّلاه الى متحف وكأنھ قصر بѧیѧت الѧدیѧن بѧالѧتѧصѧامѧیѧم                 .شھرزاد
والھندسة والباحات، فقد اضیئت الاضواء تحت العوامید التي تحمل حجارة مѧن لѧبѧنѧان، وتѧوزعѧت الѧمѧأكѧولات فѧي كѧل ارجѧاء                      

فѧقѧد غѧصّ الѧمѧكѧان بѧالѧمѧدعѧویѧن مѧن الاقѧربѧاء الѧى                         .القصر، والموسیقى تعزف وحسناوات من البرازیل قدّمن لѧوحѧة راقصѧة         
الاصدقاء الى المحبین، وحلبات الرقص منھا الاجنبي والشرقي في ان معا، والدكتور سامر السوقي وعقیѧلѧتѧھ رحѧاب یѧجѧولان          

 Lovesوعند منتصف اللیل قطعا ال      .  على الحضور للترحیب بھم كي یشعر المدعوون بأنھم اصحاب الدار ولیسوا ضیوفاً 
birds )ة                        .  قالب الكاتو وتمنى الجمیع لھما العمر الطویل والسعادة   ) سامر ورحاب. دѧلѧیѧف لѧي الѧالѧیѧن لѧة مѧلѧیѧت لѧانѧة كѧقѧیѧحق
سنة ھما الدكتور سامر السوقي وعقیѧلѧتѧھ رحѧاب، وألѧف مѧبѧروك وھѧذه               25لیلة اختصر بھا  حب شخصین على مدى .. ولیلة 

 ).جولیا نادر: تصویر:(بعض اللقطات 





 Alf Mabrouk  
تѧѧم افѧѧتѧѧتѧѧاح الѧѧمѧѧركѧѧز الѧѧطѧѧبѧѧي الѧѧذي اطѧѧلѧѧق عѧѧلѧѧیѧѧھ                

لѧѧلѧѧطѧѧبѧѧیѧѧبѧѧیѧѧن        The SPINE CENTERاسѧѧم
صقیب صدّیقي ومازن سیجري بѧجѧو مѧن الѧفѧرح،           
حیث ضم الافتتاح فرقة موسیقیة للجاز مع سѧاحѧر     
یجول بین المدعوین، وقد تѧمѧیѧز الافѧتѧتѧاح بѧالѧكѧرم             

وقѧد نѧال الѧمѧركѧز        .  وحسن الاستقѧبѧال والضѧیѧافѧة          
اعѧجѧاب     SPINE CENTER    Theالطѧبѧي    

الѧحѧضѧور بѧالѧمѧѧعѧدات الѧطѧѧبѧیѧة الѧѧحѧدیѧثѧѧة وآخѧر مѧѧا                    
فѧجѧاء   .  توصلت الیھ التكنولوجیا فѧي عѧالѧم الѧطѧب            

المركز الطبي قمѧة بѧالأنѧاقѧة والѧتѧنѧظѧیѧم والѧدیѧكѧور                  
والѧمѧركѧز یسѧتѧقѧبѧل زبѧائѧنѧھ             .  والمساحات الشاسѧعѧة   
 Westheimer 9400:  على العѧنѧوان الѧتѧالѧي        

suite 4     .          بѧѧیѧѧقѧѧن صѧѧیѧѧبѧѧیѧѧبѧѧطѧѧلѧѧروك لѧѧبѧѧف مѧѧال
صدّیقي ومازن سیجري  وبالنجاح والتوفیق وھѧذه    

 .بعض اللقطات من عدسة جولیا نادر 



 لبنان اضاء ساحات ھیوستن
  ALCC ِAmerican Lebaneseعلى مدار یومین اضاء لبنان ساحات ھیوستن بالمھرجان اللبناني الذي اقامھ واشرف علیھ تنفیذا وتلحینا .. 

Culture Center                    ةѧیѧانѧنѧبѧلѧولات الѧأكѧمѧالѧخ وبѧاریѧتѧالذي جمع شمل اللبنانیین تحت سقف واحد وھو سقف الوطن، بالتراث والعادات والتقالید وال
 بѧعѧض  والرقصات الفولكلوریة والدبكة اللبنانیة ،حیث سارع جمیع الفنانین والمطربین والعازفین في ھیوستن للمشاركة في ھذا المھرجان حѧتѧى ان        

 ).جولیا نادر: تصویر:(وھذه بعض اللقطات .الفنانین  اتوا من خارج الولایات المتحدة الامیركیة للمشاركة بھذا الحدث





  3121 Hillcroft at Richmond, Houston ,TX  77057  
 Tel :713 784 8882  / Fax : 713 784 0686 

www.shawarmakingonline.com 

Pick your own dinner plate 
With: Soup, Fatoosh ,Rice  

Hummos and Desert  

 رمضان عنا  أطيب وأرخص 

http://www.shawarmakingonline.com


 اًعید الامھات في كنیسة الاربعین شھید
وبѧعѧد كѧلѧمѧة الѧمѧتѧقѧدم            .  بمناسبة عید الامھات حفل عشاء ساھر حیث زُینت الѧطѧاولات بѧالѧورود          Sugar Landاقامت كنیسة الاربعین شھیداً في 

ثѧم تѧلاه عѧلѧى الѧغѧنѧاء الѧمѧطѧرب یѧوسѧف                   . بالكھنة الأب غبریال كرم ومباركة العشاء، احي المطرب جبور الحفل حیث اضѧاء الѧلѧیѧل بصѧوتѧھ وأدائѧھ               
وتخلل الحفل قص قالبي كاتو احتفاءً بعیѧد مѧیѧلاد الѧدكѧتѧور جѧوزیѧف ابѧو سѧلѧیѧمѧان والѧیѧان                        .  المغربي بأغانیھ العربیة والأجنبیة وبعزفھ على الاورغ

 ).جولیا نادر:تصویر:(بعقلیني ودام السھر في صالة كنیسة الاربعین شھیداً الى ما بعد منتصف اللیل، وھذه بعض اللقطات 



9511 Westheimer 

Houston, TX 77063 

 صباحك ومساك 

 إفطاربوفیھ 

 وقوم وتسحر .. إفطر وإسھر 

 یفتح لیلاً نھاراً 

Special Ramadan 

 بدون اركیلة  

 إفطاربوفیھ  مع اركیلة     



مھرجاناً للرقص الشرقي في المركز العربي الامیركي، حیث شارك عدد " زفة غروب"اقام سیمون سركیس مؤسس فرقة 
 :كبیر من عشاق الرقص الشرقي من كل الولایات المتحدة الامیركیة وكانت نجمة الحفل الراقصة اماني وھذه بعض اللقطات 

 سیمون سركیس واللوحات الراقصة

فѧي الѧمѧركѧز الѧعѧربѧي               PICNICفي ھیوسѧتѧن  ال          ST. BARBARA Melkite Greek Catholic Missionاقامت 
 PICالامیركي بحضور ابناء الرعیة والأصدقاء وأبناء الجالیة العربیة، حیث اقیѧم الѧقѧداس الالѧھѧي فѧي بѧاحѧة الѧمѧركѧز ودام ال                    

NIC   جولیا نادر: تصویر:(حتى المساء وقد أحي الحفل المطرب جبور بأغانیھ وصوتھ العذب وھذه بعض اللقطات.( 

Melkite Greek Catholic Mission Picnic  




