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Calling All Sports Funs
Great Athletes Highlight
The Immigrant Experience

We are finishing up an exciting sports
season. The San Antonio Spurs became
the 2014 NBA Champions with a 4-1
series victory over the Miami Heat. As
the Spurs ascended the Championship
stage assembled in the AT&T Center,
players draped themselves in the flags
of their home countries: Manu Ginobili
wore the flag of Argentina, Aron
Baynes and Patty Mills the flag of Aus-
tralia, Tony Parker and Boris Diaw that
of France, Marco Belinelli the flag of
Italy, Tiago Splitter the Brazilian flag,
Cory Joseph the Canadian flag, and
Tim Duncan the flag of the Virgin Is-
lands. Yes, I’m from San Antonio and
I’m a die-hard Spurs fan, so | would be
proud of my team no matter where the
players were from.

But this team shows us so many great
things: Great basketball, great enter-
tainment, and great stories — different
people coming together to be part of
one team. When we watch an NBA
finals game (or the World Cup, which
has also captivated audiences in the
United States and around the world)
we may not stop to think about what
goes into getting a great athlete to the
United States to play for a team like the
Spurs (or any professional sports team).
The reality is that these people have to
go through an immigration process just
like anyone coming to the United
States to fill a job they were offered.

There is a particular visa application
process for professional athletes. And

while it is true that if an athlete has an
offer from a professional, nationally-
recognized team, it should be easy
enough for them to get to the U.S.,
there are requirements besides athletic
ability that must be satisfied before a
person can get a visa to enter the
United States. For example, prior
criminal charges for offenses such as
theft may stop a person from coming to
the U.S. A prior misrepresentation to
the United States government (for ex-
ample, a lie on a prior visa application)
might stop a person from getting a visa.
Or, if the person’s case is compelling
enough, he or she might be able to get a
visa even with a crime or misrepresen-
tation on their record, but only after
requesting special permission to enter
the United States in spite of these prob-
lems.

When we think about some of the is-
sues professional athletes occasionally
have (just think back to some of the
problems that have landed well-known
NBA, NFL or MLB players on the
front page of the newspaper) and you
realize how easily a person could be
prevented from coming to the United
States regardless of his talent. | guess
this means that the Spurs — and many
other athletes present in the United
States — really are a good group of
guys! And for those soccer fans, let’s
hope that if the World Cup is held in
the United States, everyone gets to
come to play.
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Despite all the chaos & adversity, Bei-
rut continues to rise higher & higher.

Every year more than one famous
magazine makes Beirut a focal point or
a must destination. With all the adver-
sity, CNN money named Beirut #1 city
in the world to invest in 2014.

Beirut is like a beautiful woman that
is genetically blessed with looks and
intellect.

| asked myself today and many times
what made you so special and so
unique? This city is rebellious in every
sense; it’s rebellious in its fundamental-
ism.

Beirut is a city that never sleeps, it is
glamorous and cosmopolitan. It is a
name that almost everyone knows or
heard of. Yet so small but boisterous!

Beirut is one of the most religiously di-
verse cities of the Middle East. There
are nine major religious groups in Bei-
rut: Maronite Catholic, Greek Ortho-
dox, Greek Catholic, Armenian Apos-
tolic, Armenian Catholic, Protestant,
Sunni Muslim, Shia Muslim, Jews, and
Druze. It is a city with at least 5000
years of history. It is a culture that was
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influenced by the Greeks, Romans, Ar-
abs, Ottoman Turks, and French.

What is the magic behind this mag-
nificent city?

Driving through its streets makes you
feel like you are going through a history
book; the past & the present, the east &
the west all come together. If you want
to know about the latest trends, fashion,
music, world news Beirut will deliver
it. Beirut is like an amazing rare art
piece, every street has its unique theme.

Beirut has been destroyed many times
by earthquakes and tsunami, most nota-
bly in July, 9, 551 .It was the biggest
earthquake in the Middle East region. It
had an estimated magnitude of about
7.6. It created the largest Tsunami in the
area and killed over 30,000 people
which are equivalent to one million
people today. Beirut was destroyed 6
times since then and was completely
devastated. It is predicted due to sea
rise plans in 500 years a large part of
Beirut's coast will be under water that is
if we do not get another tsunami before.

Earthquakes, tsunamis, and wars so
far did not keep this amazing city
from rising again & again.
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Just Two Words To Be A Star in Houston

Chique Boutique
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Save Up TO 50 %

6363 Westheimer Rd Phone
Houston, TX 77057 832.767.2193

Visit Our Website at www.chiqueboutiqueonline.com


http://www.chiqueboutiqueonline.com

ol cat )

u8a Jda (e
Cua (b B aclaad) gaal B 8] ) Adbaa (3 ol
dalald) acilaiaa adg) 4Sl g ankaall & )30l Jgliss cuils
G Ad | ey ad) Gl b adygr Al o (o gt A
O dda i) cuigat dgle pliyg allidag opfyg alda olSall
L Adlgie g A gua g dad Jand il 4 gt AUy oY Alliie )

Ly ils; L
Sk il uall ale July George Clooney (ALl
LA 3 e (8 Gaa 0l SE Laglaghd il doallal) Ciaal)
ol el O aanillyg dipal) Juad b ALald) ) Bal)
o O (b il Ll B sy L) Clooney o slld
Lo d) pple 1dsiin Lanie (paling Baly B () (il Jaleua
L ) 5a 08 Ly (IS,

Jiaall 15, 5a)
o mad) ) sl e g Sl e g Jlia
548 A8 pudl g JLiadl an) Ad) Ciilgd) Adand gy Glaii) cilBlay
U Baad agandol Ao Jganll G AY) gl o Jany
(A af Sall (0 gual Bel A1 Jlaal) agd & By O @192 il gl
Csiw 353 500 O ST ada 4slid (B By (e IS Jhadayg
oM L paa doad C—H“ Jliaall 1Aa g < ghes &M Baalg
) AN g AT ) A oa JREL g8 g A ) Al
NEREY

Part 6 zliag Jé
ABle & Aoy pldal) o dmar W) cllug o g
ﬂuwﬁowsgidﬁﬁﬁj ::\.‘3134333;*‘;3\ esiliall
b | Al Jidy sgd dlayilia ABe 8 Alaad (o) Likal) 128
ol g alal il 1) Gglhl) Uik A g gl
PN R P AL KN C PR FE W IS X L QW
o D N A \!

VOICE OF

YNON

TIMES

Old 413
(b planii 5,58 plall dta ) clakual )8 L 20 2
Cipad) g 8 S A g3 da B cuilsh Ll A (3haliall (5aa)
G ) da g3l g g ol i) Jaa g Gaal) 1igy Wilkiaa
p oSl s 3t e 3 Y (A (B i) Jale (e S L
VA g e S Lad ], s SlinallS 112 o8 486 ;5L
o Bagall B ) 8 b J o) Alitisa (FAIAY) (e A s 7 9 AL

Ll
Siianall S35 g el Ly
O CuiSat ) g W) dand g i) Bp) B g Jultuall (8 dalle
Y Gssdlay ¥ Ol G N gd gda e S e gl
bl sl (e ga) dia 3 B8 LagBlis) o radadl ugly
40 slhasly sliall) ool L o 9SAl ol U B \gale
L ad cd) g o) Bale ) dday Bl B jlaall g LLieY) (e
A Al plin Ao Lgdgdag Lpaad Al o3 Lasa
(shiial)
Credit Card
R N gslall 3, 5id adat ) pladal g5 a3 985 Alisd Baus
L Al (e Jalad) cidasld ¢ Lgsi i (o8 Al
Ao Guilaly a9 i) e WIS a9 Credit Card J)
e Jeaa o A paad) ABUa ) Sasudl dle g il gal)
Bgdl) BTSN a9y rag il idial) By gild o Lgad
Oy Ady 3w Juladl Ll Ladle) AN Credit Cardd) b
O dam dades L)l A3 Jalad) o)) g 4 dla) ABUa
i) i g il g Aday JABT 5 Leedldl g ¢ LgtBlay Jaadiad
et
ubalY) Jue g s
QA (o (lind Lg BB a5y (B Adinhad ) (S il
3 L) ¢ 5us N d i) 300 ooam ALy M) Lallad)
Oliwdl) pli g sl T Olicdll dslia ol Mg ?U'GJ.L\S
i Cra Cmboa 10 Aalad) o Jas g Al dakid il 80
aa) Gl il (i grd (B Oliadl) 138 Ao lia a5 Mg (il
Joddl saal Al Aald 5 pilday AL8S &l g (i ) ggdial) ALl
B85 a gy (B (g ad) 4 il Ay el
& gall &JJAA
Qo b dadl ol Ada) sl Jpa gl dpaly i
2929 pdad Gigad) ARl Gl o iy T el o) ity
slea Lalall G o pdual) M) gl B slag 3 aka
Lial) 3 jalie Lgd gada g 4 8l S o pday AdNBU g ) Jadi
g A R (85 e aga g aard 1B BAY) ) JUEI)
Boskaall Bal) A aaliga ¢da ) & RN Gl



SAVE THE DATE

Forty Holy Martyrs Orthodox Christian Church

Annual Gala

Honoring Mr. Nijad Fares

Under The Patronage And The Blessing Of
The Archdioceses Of North America
And The Diocese Of Wichita And Mid-America

October 4, 2014

Formal invitation to follow

For info: oct4gala@gmail.com
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