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By Mayor Annise D. Parker

City of Houston’s

Hire Houston
First Program

The City of Houston spends billions of dollars to maintain and im-

prove the City’s infrastructure and provide vital public services. Ensur-

ing that local companies — the life blood of our economy — have the op-

portunity to compete for city contracts has been a priority of my ad-

ministration.

In the fall of 2011, my administration implemented Hire Houston First,

a local preference program that provides contracting opportunities for

home grown businesses. There is a domino impact on the local econ-

omy that far exceeds the direct benefits experienced by the companies

that are winning city contracts. It keeps your tax dollars working lo-

cally to generate jobs and pay for the purchase of goods and services.

Last month, the City of Houston’s Office of Business Opportunity re-

leased the, “Hire Houston First Progress Report”, which details the pro-

gram’s success during the reporting period of October 2011-December

2013.

It was assumed that the designation would be necessary to give local

companies a fair opportunity during the procurement process, but we

have found that Houston companies are competitive without using their

Hire Houston first designation. Highlights from the report include:

e More than $1 billion dollars of City business has been awarded to
Hire Houston First firms

e More than 1,300 companies have been designated as Hire Houston
First, of which, 424 have won city contracts

e Hire Houston First companies support approximately 20,000 jobs in
the Houston region

e More than 50 Hire Houston First firms had never before secured a
contract before their Hire Houston First designation

e These companies collectively employ nearly 20,000 employees
right here in Houston

To view the full report visit www.houstontx.gov/obo and click on the

“OBO Reports” tab.


http://www.houstontx.gov/obo
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WAY TO GO TONY H11YOU MADE ITIHI

In Celebration of Anthony Obeid’s High School Graduation, his parents, Abraham and
Maria Obeid held a big party at the family vacation home in San Leon, where more than
120 friends and family gathered to party and dance for “Abu Yaacoub’s” 3oud and dur-
baki and wished Tony the Best of Luck in his College Career. (photo: Julia Nader)
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Brian Mirza, MD, FACS

Elias Darido, MD, FACS
Weight Loss Surgery

Dr. Mirza is a leading provider of weight loss surgery in the area. He has
been voted as Top Surgeon by H Texas Magazine three years in a row. He is

fellowship trained in minimally invasive Bariatric Surgery at the world-
Ky, renowned CLEVELAND CLINIC FOUNDATION.

1]‘ I / Dr. Darido is a fellowship trained laparoscopic bariatric surgeon. He has
A B extensive experience in the surgical treatment of morbid obesity and a
P oma Ol sisal) strong record of safety. Sl ulal) ) gasal)
cidds daf ja ladl Dr. Mirza and Dr. Darido offer laparoscopic surgical weight loss idds da) a Aladl
&os procedures including: Qo8
A L Bagd Jo s * Sleeve Gastrectomy s Balgd e s
da) jal) * Gastric Bypass da) jal)
A8 ppa¥) A0S B guae * Gastric Banding A8 el A B gac g

dgial jall * Revisions Ol all

At 310 pounds on the scale, I knew it was time for
weight loss surgery. I went on the internet and did
some researching, which is where I came across Dr.
Mirza. I asked around and after hearing great things my
decision was final, so I made my appointment. The staff
was nothing but caring and compassionate throughout
my entire experience and remains so to this day. Since
losing 132 pounds my life has finally started. Before, I
never wanted to go out with my friends and would only
work out in my garage. Now I am out and about, and
have no problem going to the gym. Recently I tried on
some clothes that I wore in the eighth grade, and they
were too big! I couldn’t be happier with the results and
would highly recommend Dr. Mirza to anyone looking
into weight loss surgery. I have said it before and I will
say it again....I'm a brand new person!

I have always struggled with my weight. Being 345
Ibs., I was a prisoner inside my own body. Simply put,
I was miserable and felt my life was passing me by.
When I came to Dr. Mirza’s office in April 2011, I knew
I was in good hands. Since the surgery I have lost 175
Ibs! I have literally shed a whole other person! My days
of suffering quietly and feeling terrible about myself
for who I was, and what I had become are way behind
me... they are now my PAST! Now I feel healthier than
ever and I can enjoy life with my loved ones and live
life to the fullest! Dr. Mirza is a great surgeon, a great
listener and a great person in general. I trust Dr. Mirza
so much I have recommended him to many others
including my own sister!

. . Bariatzic Care €enters
For more information and 5757 Westheim@r Rd., Suite 104

success stories visit our site! Housto‘mw X

www.DrBrianMirza.com
= ﬂ‘f XA T2 T ET S
www.1stChoic ’f“%“@ﬂg%mﬁgﬂm%»%% com




Mabrouk Rachel Massaad

In celebration of Rachel Massaad High School Graduation, her parents Fadi and Rima Sahyoun Massaad invited
friends and family for a festive lunch at Rami and Rita Sahyoun Moghnieh’s house, where all the loved ones
surrounded Rachel with love and best wishes for a bright future and successful college career.

(Photo by Julia Nader).

------------




Mediterranean Grill & Market
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www.cedarsinkaty.com


http://www.cedarsinkaty.com

Amer Naofal &5y

To celebrate his success and hard work, Amer Nao-
fal’s parents, Ali and Ekhlas held a big party; they
invited family and friends for a special dinner at Café
Layal on Westheimer. Everyone congratulated
Amer’s for his High School Graduation and wished
him best of luck in his upcoming college year!!!.
(Photo : Julia Nader)
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Kamil N@sraW1

4| Internet Ma\nager

19010 N. W. Frwy Houston ,TX 77065 4_“ Jﬂ\ A_dl;j\ da0d ug
Tel : 281-222-0714 / Fax : 281-897-8038 Email : knasrawi@joemyerstoyota.com

www.joemyerstoyota.com

ALL MAKES / ALL MODELS / NEW & USED CARS

RORO, Containers, all
kinds of cargo v‘ 3 Ship with Middle

Machinery and Heavy S
Equipment East Shipping

Automobiles o ‘ For :
Containers of all L~ B safe Loading,
Sizes : 20 ft, 40ft, & 45ft ' R -
Inland Transportation competitive

from / to anywhere in the 1 P Rates, Reliability,

us

_ and Ease.
Marine Cargo Insurance

Tel : 832-628-9790

Containers :
mesco@middleeastshipping.com / Tel: 281-487-4545
RORO :
mesco@middleeastshipping.com / Tel : 281-487-9579
Heavy Equipment :

mesco@middleeastshipping.com / Tel : 281-487-4545 [
GET A QUOTE its Fast, Easy, and FREE

6013 Spencer HWY Pasadena, TX 77505 Tel : 281-487-4985
www.middleeastshipping.com
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Are you suffering from back pain?

Patients come to Mischer Neuroscience Associates for the diagnosis and treatment of back
pain resulting from a variety of causes, including trauma, degenerative disc disease,
deformity, and osteoporosis and related stress fractures.

More spinal surgeries are performed at Memorial Hermann than any other hospital system
in Houston. And our affiliation with UTHealth Medical School and Mischer Neuroscience
Institute at Memorial Hermann-Texas Medical Center helps us offer patients the latest
innovations and equipment, and access to groundbreaking clinical trials.

Baraa Al-Hafez, M.D. is a fellowship trained neurosurgeon at Mischer Neuroscience
Associates. He is fluent in both English and Arabic, and sees patients at three convenient

= 3 U
- % 1 22
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Baraa Al-Hafez, M.D.
Neurosurgeon To schedule an appointment, please contact us at 713.242.4410.

locations throughout the Greater Houston area—Katy, Memorial City, and Sugar Land.
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Memorial Hermann Katy Jadlal) o 4 [ gi80
23920 Katy Freeway, Suite 240 clas e
Katy, TX 77494 ) )

Memorial Hermann Memorial City Medical Center
Memorial Hermann Tower

929 Gessner, Suite 2410 MEMO RIAL H E RMAN N ’

Houston, TX 77024 Mischer Neuroscience Associates

Memorial Hermann Sugar Land

17510 W. Grand Parkway, Suite 320 g ™
Sugar Land, TX 77479 S UTH@ a.ldl
The University of Texas
Health Science Center at Houston

neuro.memorialhermann.org Medical School
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u WG /FTAR SPECIAL

Pick your own dinner plate

With: Soup, Fatoosh ,Rice
Hummos and Desert

RAMADAN KAREEM
$10.95 + tax

7 wad g qubl Us gl

www.shawarmakingonline.com
3121 Hillcroft at Richmond, Houston ,TX 77057

GULF COAST REALTY SERVICES INC.
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Sam Masri
Real Estate Broker

For All Your
Mortgage Needs
Low rate Loans

kS o 53228

Mortgage Inc SALE - PURCHASE - BANK FORECLOSURES

71 3 53 2 2 2 22 2825 Willcrest Dr. Suite 152 Houston, TX 77042
2 2 www.houstonsrealty.com



http://www.shawarmakingonline.com

