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LTM: Nijad Faris Did you attend school in
the United States?

NF: I Arrived to this country at the age of six-
teen to enter High School and then entered
the university in Denver, Colorado.

LTM: It is said that behind every human
charitable action is Nijad Fares and behind
every achievement of a Lebanese national is
Nijad Fares and behind all the actions in the
service of the community is Nijad Fares

NF: Every man is my brother in humanity not
for the grace of one over the other, God is
affectionate and loving and we are accus-
tomed to live with the sorrows and joys of
others.

LTM: Why you did not pursue the political
field in America by engaging in this battle
from wide doors since you have the love and
admiration of your community as well as the
respect of the American society.

NF: Thank you for your interested care, but
my goal and my dream is to remain faithful
to Lebanon as one cause for all religions
away from blind destructive sectarianism,
one Muslim and the other Christian and one
from the north and another from the south.
Yes we are all for one Lebanon this is my
dream to be one pack in the Diaspora and to
think of Lebanon as one nation and all join
together to build a homeland which will re-
main the nation of civilization, culture and
history.

LTM: What did you take from your father Mr.
Issam Fares?

NF: Many things, the most important the lov-
ing of people and service to others.

LTM: Do you see yourself soon a Congress-
man in America?

NF: Laughing, saying take it is easy on me?
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LTM: What do you think of the Lebanese
community are?

NF: | am proud of it! And tonight we hosted a
ceremony which honored the Lebanese phy-
sician who represents the brain of the immi-
grants which carries the banner of Lebanon.
| am very proud of them and emigration is
the blood that is pumped into the veins of
our home. There are a large number of suc-
cessful people and Lebanon should benefit
from their expertise and intellectual and cul-
tural energies, and we immigrants we should
keep our pledge in loving Lebanon and we
will put to work for it until the last breath of
our lives.

LTM: Will your father Mr. Issam Fares run in
the upcoming Lebanese elections in summer
of 2013?

NF: | do not have any information in this re-
gard perhaps you should contact his press
office.

LTM: If you were not Nijad fares who would
you wish to be?

NF: In Lebanese we say humbleness is an
Inexhaustible treasure I'm very content with
my life. (He then laughs saying :) | would
hope to be Nijad Fares

LTM: What are your last words or com-
ments?

NF: My last words are for Lebanon Times
Magazine are | wish you all lasting success,
| am one of the first of its readers and read it
from cover to cover and wish you Godspeed
as this is an achievement for the Lebanese
community in Houston and all the Lebanese
in America. This magazine has become the
bridge between the Lebanese and the
American society.
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American officials success by providing as-
sistance and support to help them reach
their positions, and much more..

Excuse me if | wrote what | have heard a
journalist is destined to to be a mirror of the
society and reporting disbelief does make up
a disbeliever.

By silence and by secrecy in your humani-
tarian deeds you are applying what Jesus
taught us ‘do not let your right hand know
what the left had done’.

But | am compelled to write to inform the
reader about you to become the aspirations
of all Lebanese and Arab communities and
the U.S. citizens that there is a Lebanese
person who does not live for himself and is
not selfish but live the life of others to be a
balm on their wounds.

Then | heard the news, which is that this
knight helped Maronite churches, Orthodox,
and Catholic in America and abroad, and to
Lebanon also helped in the construction of
mosques, he is for all religions and he is as
colossal as boastful as the area of the na-
tion. Nijad Fares is also in social and aca-
demic domains that earned him several
medals of which one of the most important
ones was from his holiness Pope Benedict.
Since Lebanon Times Magazine consistently
writes and highlights those who contribute in
elevating the name of their country regard-
less if Lebanese or Syrian or Palestinian or

Iraqi or Jordanian, this time Lebanese
Knight Nijad Fares the lights shone around
his character to be an example to others,
and during a ceremony at the Marriott Hotel
he was rightfully honored. Lebanon Times
Magazine was able to perform a quick inter-
view with him at the Marriott Hotel Salon.
Who is Nijad Fares:

Chief Executive Officer of Wedge Equities
Incorporated Head Quartered in Houston
specializing in the field of real estate and oil.
Nijad Fares arrived to the U.S. in 1981 and
graduated from US universities, and with still
a passion for Lebanon he presided over the
Task Force for Lebanon and is currently
serving as vice president, he also became
member of the International Advisory Board
of Expatriate Affairs in Houston. He worked
to help victims of natural disasters resulting
from Hurricane Katrina.

Nijad Fares is a member of Harvard Univer-
sity and Lebanon’s International College and
a member of Tufts University’s Veterinary
board of Overseers.

Nijad Fares is also a member of the St Jude
Hospital. Won the Man of the Year Award
for 2005. Also received the Order of Cedars
of the Lebanese state and the Order of Ellis
Island Medal of Honor and medals from the
Mexican state. Most importantly the medal of
Knight of the Order of St Gregory granted to
him by his Holiness Pope Benedict.
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He is on every lip and tongue and constantly
available in the service of everyone, like the
Cedars of Lebanon bold and intrepid in his
speeches knowing when to smile and when
to debate.

His love for people made him a unique fig-
ure; he entered the social arena to serve the
community and the nation and became a ref-
erence.

His heart is on Lebanon and on the commu-
nity with and an eye on social, humanitarian
and development affairs.

He transformed his home into a haven, and
is the compassionate brother raising the slo-
gan of Lebanon over all, away from politics
and sectarianism, and also works to help the
American people, especially when natural
disasters strikes the country.

With deep roots in the community which also
extended to official institutions and govern-
ment through his strong relations with offi-
cials and politicians, he is really and genu-
inely became the benefactor of the commu-
nity and the nation.

He is the son of “Bino Akkar” (village in
Northern Lebanon), carried with him the
kindness of Lebanon and the might of its
mountains and the spirit of the immortal ce-
dar of Lebanon. Nothing to him is impossible
or unresolvable.
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am proud of the Lebanese

~we are all for one Lebanon
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He is the true Lebanese with substance,
took from his father Mr. Issam Fares (prior
Lebanon vice Prime Minister) the love of hu-
man beings in Lebanon and the Diaspora.

This young Knight has been able to occupy
the hearts of the Lebanese at home and
abroad, he resides overseas but not like an
expatriate because his spirit and his mind
and his heart are extended between the
Lebanese at home and abroad.

This knight is in the primary classes of soci-
ety that serve the interests of the nation.

Frankly and after one year has passed since
our arrival to Houston and after hearing so
much of this charismatic person called Nijad
Fares we were very anxious to make his ac-
guaintance especially after hearing how he
took on the responsibility in helping an entire
family struck by calamity.

From what | heard about Nijad Fares help to
the society here is a list of few:

How he had assumed all financial expenses
for treatments of a patient and how he paid
tuitions of students who could not afford pay-
ing for their education and the needy fami-
lies in “Akkar” and how he helped them with
their financial stress. How he helped many
people launch their new business.

Also how Nijad Fares was behind high pro-
file
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President Beshara El Khoury

Dahesh

his surroundings and writers, and authors, and
poets, and many visitors gathered around him.
He was a distinctive man and his genius person-
ality provided him the power of a spirituality path,
and a human constitution of faith and reform
which attracted a lot of followers where he an-
nounced a humanity globalization from the heart
of Lebanon to the world all over the world.

A glimpse of his life:

In 1911 he moved with his family to Beirut,
where his father worked in the U.S. printing
press and in 1918, the Turks enlisted him in the
army service but was discharged for his tubercu-
losis and was sent to the “Hemlin” institution in
“Chbanieh” where he died in 1920. Salim or Dr.
Dahesh lived in an orphanage in “Ghazir” then
sent to another orphanage in “Mieh Mieh” in Si-
don. His childhood and youth were distinguished
with five things:

First: Love of acquiring knowledge in historical
and literary culture.

Second: His creative literary talent as an author
of 150 books.

Third: His passion for art, painting and sculpture.
Fourth: For unusual phenomena of magical pow-
ers who some believed are hypnotherapy and
some of them believed to be from a supernatural
force.

Fifth: A nomadic life wandering around the coun-
tries of the world.

His spiritual messages.

In 1942, Dr. Dahesh made a spiritual calling for
the people to take into the essence of their relig-
ion away from the superficial shells also invited
them to human brotherhood. This invitation has
seen such a call, a strong demand, which
prompted to be adopted by a group of writers,
doctors and lawyers, including Mary Haddad sis-
ter of President Bechara El Khoury Lebanese
President in 1943 - 1952 but a few of her influen-
tial family members in Lebanon embarked on a
campaign of persecution against Dr. Dahesh un-
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Dahesh Behind Bars

der President “Alfred Nacache” in 1941 - 1943
and when president Bechara El Khoury took of-
fice he began a systematic campaign against
Dahesh to legally ban spiritualism but the House
refused to ratify it.

And on August 1944 Dahesh was illegally ar-
rested and imprisoned without legal justification
or trial until September 8, 1944, where Beshara
Khoury issued a decree revoking Dahesh Leba-
nese nationality.

Dr. Dahesh issued 65 blacklists books and 165
publications against President Beshara El
Khoury highlighting on his flagrant immoralities
of his term. In September 1952, the Lebanese
government issued a decree to re-instate his citi-
zenship during the Presidency of Camille
Chamoun.

Dahesh Lived between Lebanon and the Arab
states and died in New York.

In 1975 and during the Lebanese war Dahesh
left Lebanon traveling between the United States
and Europe and in late 1978 he concentrated his
work on the formation of a museum about all the
paintings and publications in New York. Dr. Da-
hesh died in America on 9 April 1984 in one of
New York hospitals.

Museum Aldahishi in New York:

The museum includes paintings, drawings and
literary writings including the publication of his
own faith and spiritual beliefs as well as the
“Daheshi Heritage” in offering, selling, and distri-
bution of leaflets “Dar Daheshism” for publication
of books translated into English and “World Mas-
terpieces” translated into Arabic plus the selling
of dictionaries in different languages close to 80
different languages, particularly Arabic.

Dr. Dahesh that surprised the Lebanese and
Arabs, Europe and America ,and the question
remains what is the secret of this phenomenon
he experienced, is it a man-made hidden thing,
hypnotism or magic things.

The answer is buried with him and remains a
mighty potent puzzle under the sand.



Dahesh Laying in The coffin Sunk at The Bottom of The Seine River in Paris

Who is Dr. Dahesh?

He Is Salim Moussa El Ashi Born in Bethlehem
in 1909 from the Syriac community and his fa-
ther is Moussa El Ashi, who moved to Beirut in
1911 with his family, and his mother is Mrs.
Shmouni. A few years later the family obtained
the Lebanese citizenship.

His accomplishments as a child:

Dahesh was three years when he acquired an
incurable disease his father summoned an
American doctor called Dr. Smith who found the
child in a coma.

The doctor tried treating him to regain con-
sciousness, but did not succeed and decided to
leave when the child suddenly woke up and ad-
dressed the doctor in fluent English pointing out
the treatment that he was supposed to adminis-
ter to remedy his illness. He stunned his parents
by his knowledge of the English language; in
turn the surprised doctor asked him how he
knew the disease and the cure. The child re-
sponded “I am the cure for all diseases”

The stunned doctor left the house and pro-
ceeded recounting to his acquaintances what he
had witnessed.

At the age of five he used to direct the fishermen
where to cast their nets pointing out the abun-
dance and whereabouts of fish, and in Bethle-
hem and in front of a crowd of watchers he
walked on the surface of the water of a lake

known as Lake Prophet Solomon and he
seemed as if he was walking on land.

Dahesh and a the Doctorate ‘Ph.D.’

After Dahesh renowned reputation had spread to
the French Society of Psychological Research
they sent him an invitation to travel where the
conferees asked him to show them one of his
miracles.

Dahesh asked them to lock him in a steel box
and tightly fasten the container then drop it to the
bottom of the Seine River under a heavily
guarded supervision for seven days.

At first he baffled the conferees to the serious-
ness of the offer but then came back and ac-
cepted after he wrote them a consent that he is
responsible for the consequences of his request.
After 7 days and before 150 witnesses the box
was raised from the bottom of the river and un-
sealed. Dahesh lull body moved along with a
smiling facial expression. by the International
Association on May 6, 1930 and then a doc-
torate degree by the Institute of SAGE Eng-
lishman in Paris.

Kantari District Beirut:

Dahesh resided in central Beirut in an area
called Kantari where his character shinned
After this amazing miracle Dahesh was
granted a certificate in Psychological Sci-
ences and his ideas and beliefs influenced
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He astonished the world
but did not amaze
President
Beshara El Khoury

Born in Palestine
Lived in Beirut
Died in New York

Buried at the bottom
of the Seine River
for seven days and

came back to life

Translated by Tony Choufati

Believe it or not it is a historical era for
Lebanon and the Arab countries and
even Europe and finally settled in a Mu-
seum in his name in New York.

Dr. Dahesh astonished everyone with his
dazzling deeds and intellectual and liter-
ary writings which exceeded 150 books,
a person who did not attend school but
only for a few months only.

Dr. Dahesh had pupils and younkers and
was surrounded by a number of Palestin-
ian and Lebanese intellectuals who
adopted his doctrines, including poet
“Mutlak Abdul Khalig” owner of “Diwan
"Rahil" “The Departure” as well as the
honorable “Tawfiq Alesrawi” who died as
a hermit in one of Petra’s caves in 1937
after he donated all his wealth to the
poor. Dahesh miracles news rapidly wid-
ened and spread to international forums,
but what is the role of President Bechara
El Khoury during his presidency of the
Republic of Lebanon between 1943 and
1952 epoch and how Dahesh Museum
was founded in New York?
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Why
makes
Marriage

fail?

Nisreen Sayegh
Professor of Psychology
University of Houston-Downtown

In continuation of our previous discussion on
the reasons for divorce among Middle Eastern
couples.

After sexual dissatisfaction in marital relationship
comes gender inequality in the relationship that lead
many couples to be discontent with their marriage
and initiate divorce. Traditional gender role ideology
tends to pervade our Middle Eastern culture such
that men are perceived to be the breadwinner and
the head of the household, whereas women are
relegated to the traditional domestic role. However,
living in an egalitarian society (i.e., U.S.) that pro-
motes gender role equality may potentially create
marital conflict within traditional marriages. Women
in traditional marriages are both dependent on men,
and frustrated and subordinated by male domi-
nance. These women may feel more resentment
toward men for what they view as abuses of power,
and consequently initiate divorce. However, many
will stay unhappy in their marriage and may not
seek divorce due to the lack of personal resources
such as education, assertiveness, and employment.
Some may even psychologically deny that they are
personally at disadvantage and continue with mar-
riages discontent and dissatisfied. What may be
important is that couples discuss their perception of
gender roles and work together to emphasize gen-
der equality in an effort to promote marital satisfac-
tion and overall psychological well being, and to re-
duce conflict and potential for divorce. If we can be
convinced that gender is a socially constructed phe-
nomenon, then we can easily undo it and strive for a
more egalitarian society.

43 Lebanon Times

Turns Life
Into a Smile

4434 Bluebonnet Dr suite 100
Stafford, TX 77477

Tel : 281-568-3737
281-494-3144



