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Translated by Sam Jaoude

He is the only Lebanese-American secretary in
Obama’s administration .He was described as the
best secretary of transportation because he had
strong beliefs and works on implementing them. He
is a Lebanese that only speaks few Lebanese words,
his father is from Ayto village in north Lebanon and
he is Christian Maronite. His grandfather Sam La-
Hood emigrated to united states in 1895 and
opened a butcher store but he lost his money .He
moved to Peoria and opened a small restaurant
named after him. After many years many families
from Ayto joined them in Peoria and they were four
families living together under one roof and later the
sons of these families went to become engineers,
lawyers, and doctors and founded the Ayto founda-
tion in Peoria.

LaHood was born in Peoria, Illinois, to Edward M.
LaHood, a Lebanese American who managed a res-
taurant, and Mary A. LaHood (née Vogel), who was
of German ancestry. He graduated from Spalding
Institute, worked his way through Canton Junior
College and Bradley University in Peoria, earning a
Bachelor of Science in education and sociology in
1971,

Following graduation, he taught middle school so-
cial studies at public and Catholic schools, and has
said that "teaching kids ... about the constitution
and government" stirred his interest in politics.
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RAY LAHOOD

From Ayto
asmall Lebanese village
to United States

Secretary

He was appointed in 1982 to fill a vacant seat in the
lllinois House of Representatives, serving for nine
months, and running for the seat in November
1982, but losing to Democrat Bob DelJaegher. La-
Hood then became administrative assistant and ul-
timately the chief of staff to U.S. House minority
leader Robert Michel, serving from 1982 until 1994.

During his service in Congress, he became well-
known among C-SPAN viewers as the presiding offi-
cer of more debates than any other member. Most
notably, in 1998 he presided over the contentious
debate over the impeachment of President Bill Clin-
ton.

LaHood was said to be considering a challenge to
Governor Rod Blagojevich's re-election bid in 20086,
but chose to run for another term in Congress in-
stead. He won the 2006 race against Steve Water-
worth.

On December 19, 2008, President-elect Barack
Obama announced that he would nominate Ray
LaHood to be the next Transportation Secretary.

Ray LaHood took a strong supporting role in mak-
ing sure that Arab-Americans don't get mistreated
at the airports and to be treated with respect. He
was very ambitious and worked hard on achieving
his goals not only for Lebanese but for all the Arabs.
He is from the cedar land where Gibran Khalil Gi-
bran came from.
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Brian Mirza, MD, FACS
Weight Loss Surgery

o Fellowship trained in minimally invasive
Bariatric surgery at World renowned CLEVE-
LAND CLINIC FOUNDATION.

. Board Certified , American Board of Surgery

« Houston Top Surgeon 2011-2012

Brian Mirza , MD , FACS offers laparoscopic
surgical weight loss procedures including :
. Sleeve Gastrectomy

. Gastric Bypass

. Gastric Banding

Brian Mirza /
Lavam-annL,’{BL' Facs

. Revisions e Ol sisal)
) i ) Gl cidds da) ALl
L ose Weight, Enjoy Life! Aalall b 3yl Bigd o s

Canl ! A8 paal) A0S 8 guae

ERICKA AFTER

ERICKA BEFORE

5757 Westheimer Rd., Suite 104 Houston, TX 77057
713.339.1353 or 888.DR.MIRZA
www.DrBrianMirza.com


http://www.DrBrianMirza.com
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APEX

PHYSICAL REHABILITATION
8 WELLNESS

www.ApexRehab.com

Our Services: Our Benefits :

Memorial Sugar land Katy - 713-270-590C
7575 San Felipe 4610 Sweetwater Blvd, 777 S. Fry Rd,

Suite 125 Suite 120 Suite 104 FAX : 713-270-5910
Houston , TX 77063 Sugar land , TX 77494 Katy, TX 77450
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