The Founders of the American Lebanese Secular and Cultural Cen-
ter in Houston, Texas
are pleased to congratulate the Honorable Mayor of Houston

Annise Parker on her re-election a third
term as the Mayor of Houston.

American Lebanese Secular and Cultural Club
8989 Westheimer Rd — Suite 119
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A Lebanese Flag in Houston
Called the Lebanese Club

A Lebanese flag in Houston called the Lebanese
Club. They told me: The community tried hard to es-
tablish a Lebanese club in the past, but hit a dead
end wall.

| said: This is normal, the strongest power in the
world is America, and has failed a lot of attempts at
first in reaching and landing on the moon, but re-
mained on its insistence to try and finally succeeded,
and today looks beyond Mars.

There is something else, how many priests came to
Houston to build a Lebanese Maronite church, many
and all have failed but the dream remained. The
dream embodied in the struggle and perseverance
and persistence of Father Milad Yaghi, and was able
to build a monumental church where all the former
failed.

Life my friend do not stop, and the determination to
achieve the dream does not stop as well, if stopped,
hope is turned into despair, and worldly beauty is
hope and dreams.

What if the dream came true? Today the club has a
physical address, an office and a website and there
is a serious search to find a piece of land or a build-
ing ready to be purchased and soon a press confer-
ence will be held to announce the birth of this gigan-
tic effort to be dedicated to the Lebanese community
regardless of their religion and political affiliations. It
is not the property of one person or a king of the hill,
but the property of the entire Lebanese community
and our dear mother country Lebanon.

So my dear friend and brother come and join me and

be part of this feat and meet me on the soil of Leba-
non the American Lebanese Secular and Cultural
Club in Houston, Texas.
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CHAMPS AUTO SALES Located in Houston, Texas

Champs Auto Sales Sales Department Opening Hours
Tel : (713) 278-7227 9 am - 7 pm Monday
Address . 9 am - 7 pm Tuesday
3209 Jeanetta St Website: 9 am - 7 pm Wednesday
9 am - 7 pm Thursday
Houston, TX 77063 www..champsautosales.com 9 am - 7 pm Friday
Tel : (713) 278-7227 Email: 9 am - 8 pm Saturday
) champsauto@ymail.com Closed Sunday

Fax: (713) 278-7229

RORO, Containers, all
kinds of cargo R * Ship with Middle

Machinery and Heavy o r
Equipment East Shipping

Automobiles B ' : For :
Containers of all ‘ *.  e safe Loading’
Sizes : 20 ft, 40ft, & 45ft - = v o
Inland Transportation ‘ . Competltlve
from / to anywhere in the w Rates, Reliability,

;jrine Cargo Insurance and Ease.
’ Tel : 832-628-9790

Containers :
mesco@middleeastshipping.com / Tel: 281-487-4545
RORO :
mesco@middleeastshipping.com / Tel : 281-487-9579
Heavy Equipment :
mesco@middleeastshipping.com / Tel : 281-487-4545

GET A QUOTE its Fast, Easy, and FREE

6013 Spencer HWY Pasadena, TX 77505 Tel : 281- 487- 4985

www.middleeastshipping.com
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RAFI §. BIDROS, M.D., EA.C.S. RAFI §. BIDROS, M.D., EA.C.S.
Board Certifies Plastic and Reconstructive Surgeon Board Certified Plastic and Reconstructive Surgeon

n 713-405-1211
MyBodyMD.com

" 713-405-1211
MyBodyMD.com
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The grave robbing concern rumors for the
family of Whitney Houston have again re-
bounded, this time a report claims that Cissy
Houston, the late singers mother "can't afford
24 hour a day security to keep thieves" away
from the family jewels, which were suppos-
edly draped over Whitney as she was buried.

To keep grave robbers away from the half a
million ,possible jewel haul, the family is
now allegedly paying big bucks for 24-hour
security to protect the grave and the jewels.

Houston had been buried dressed with dia-
mond broaches worth thousands of dollars as
part of her will last. The family told the
Daily Star newspaper that the cement makes
stealing impossible even if sophisticated
equipment were used. Houston’s mother an-
nounced that a forthcoming book about the
life of the late singer and actress will be re-
leased.
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Between wrapping presents, spending
time with family, and drinking hot choco-
late, there are many reasons why this sea-
son is one of my favorites. However, we
must not forget that this is also the time
we remember the birth of Jesus. There are
details that | have recently noticed that
have helped me see the whole event in a
different light and made it simply as-
tounding.

To begin with Jesus chose to be born to a
virgin teenager at a time where being 16
and pregnant was not celebrated by a
show on MTV. Mary endured nine months
of humiliation and isolation because of
the baby in her stomach. We have forgot-
ten the influence of dreams and often dis-
miss them as unimportant, but Joseph
only had a dream from an angel to com-
fort him as he supported Mary during her
pregnancy. | wonder how many times he
must have thought about the contents of
that dream and the faith it must have
taken for him to trust in it.

Mary was about 14 and pregnant, in poor
circumstances, and said that the Holy
Spirit told her that the baby she carried
was the Son of God. These factors would
have instantly sent her to a mental hospi-
tal and possibly an abortion in today’s cul-
ture. 1 cannot image a more humiliating
situation for the Son of God to be born
into then this one.
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Reexamining the
Christmas Story

By :Cynthia Rouhana, MA,LPC-I

In a book titled The Jesus | Never Knew,
Philip Yancy describes, “The Maker of all
things shrank down, down, down, so
small as to become an ovum, a single fer-
tilized egg barely visible to the naked eye,
an egg that would divide and re-divide un-
til a fetus took shape, enlarging cell by
cell inside a nervous teenager. The God
who roared, who could order armies and
empires about like pawns on a chess-
board, this God emerged in Palestine as a
baby who could not speak or eat soiled
food...depended on a teenager for shelter,
food, and love.”

Through this birth story we learn that Je-
sus was humble. He could have been born
to a king and lived a comfortable life, but
He chose to be born to two poor teenag-
ers. He was not looking to becoming king
by man’s terms, but had a bigger kingdom
in mind. This kingdom invited the poor,
weak, broken, and lonely. Jesus coming
this way allowed Him to be approachable
to all. In most religions gods are feared,
but there is not fearful about a baby sleep-
ing in a manger. Although the way Jesus
came is not one we would have expected,
it truly is perfect.

| pray that during this season of Christmas
we find time ponder the incredible story
of the birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ.
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NAZIF’S TURKISH GRILL & CATERING

Brings a taste of traditional Turkish cuisine to Houston's

BYOB NO CORKING FEE

Live Band Friday Night
8 &Sunday Breakfast Buffet

: 4

We Cater for all Occasions

e S = o TEY 8821 Westheimer Rd Suite 109
LA B Houston, TX 77063
Tel : 713-977-4476 Fax : 713-977-4494
www.nazifs.com E:nazif@nazifs.com



Broadly speaking, in order to immigrate legally
to the United States you need to prove two things
to the Immigration Service. First, you have a
basis upon which to immigrate. Second, you are
admissible to the United States.

Think of “basis” as one of the legs to stand on.
Basis can be a U.S. citizen family member will-
ing to sponsor you if you are that person’s parent,
spouse, child or sibling. Or it can be employ-
ment, such that an employer is willing to petition
for you based upon your skills & expertise.
These are obvious, but there is a third category,
which is a public policy basis. | will expand
upon this concept below, after we discuss a bit
about inadmissibility.

After you prove the basis, you still have to prove
that nothing in your case renders you inadmissi-
ble, in other words, you are not an “undesirable”
alien. There are numerous grounds of inadmissi-
bility, the most common being criminal activity,
a drug use, a habitual drunkard or a communica-
ble disease. These are some examples of
grounds that can keep you out of the U.S. or pre-
vent you from adjusting your status even if the
basis is approved.

Getting back to the concept of “basis” the United
States has created a third basis for reasons of
public policy. Interestingly enough, if you fit
into one of these categories, you do not need a
petitioner or a sponsor. You are allowed to peti-
tion for yourself. Practically speaking this means
you don’t need a family member or an employer
to petition for you. Furthermore, this basis is
available to you even if you are here illegally or
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Immigration Benefits
& Protection for
Battered spouses

By Shiva P. Gill
Immigration Attorney
Gill & Benton practice Limited to Immigration Matters

have fallen out of status.

One of the public policy categories was created
under the Violence Against Women Act
(VAWA). Historically, battered women were
victims of abusive spouses (or of abusive parents
& children) because the abuser would hold the
threat of deportation against the victim spouse if
they called the police. VAWA allows for these
victims to “self-petition” to gain legal status.

In order to prove you are eligible to “self-
petition” you need to show a good faith marriage
to the abusive spouse, battery & extreme cruelty,
& good moral character. Important: There must
be a formal marriage (not common law) & the
spouse must be a U.S. citizen or Legal Permanent
Resident. Any documents that show that you &
the spouse had a good faith marriage include
commingled finances (leases, taxes, utility bills
in both names, etc.), & birth certificates of chil-
dren born to you. Evidence of battery & extreme
cruelty includes conviction records, transcript of
911 calls, police reports if police were called &
of course medical records if you sought medical
treatment.

Last but not least, many grounds of inadmissibil-
ity are waived if your VAWA petition is ap-
proved. This is a very broad overview of the
VAWA self-petitioning relief available to vic-
tims of domestic battery & cruelty. It is by no
means intended to be the last word on the sub-
ject. Please consult with an experienced immi-
gration attorney if you feel you fit into this sce-
nario.
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18927 kuykendahl, Spring, TX 77379 Tel : 281-376-8880

www.tinosautoshop.com
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S MIL L E D N RSING SERWICES
COLOSTOMY & ILEOSTOMY SPEECH THERAPY

HOME HEALTH AIDES
PHYSICAL THERAPY IV THERAPY OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY

WOUND CARE & DRESSING CHANGES

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT, LICENSED SOCIAL WORKERS...AND MUCH MORE!
S ERWVING HAaRRIS & SURROUNDING COUNT I E S

ADDRESS:
13101 NW FREEWAY SUITE 215

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT US AT:

WWW.AHCND.COM
HOUSTON, TX 77040
FRanes 502 0000 N R REFFERALE
FAX: 713-782-1824 YOUR ESEWFERALS,'
MABIL (BILL) H? S, OWNER

“QUALITY HOME HEALTH FOR THE ELDERLY IS OUR BUSINESS"


http://www.tinosautoshop.com

I am not a beggar | want to enlarge my breasts

Some beg for a loaf of bread or to cover their
fate needs which may be a matter of life or
death but others....

A woman in Pensacola, Florida, has started
panhandling on the roadside not because she
needs food or shelter, but because she wants
larger breasts.

Christina Andrews first brought her "Not Home-
less Need Boobs" sign to the intersection of

W and Beverly streets Thursday.

"l just want bigger boobs people put out signs
that they're homeless. I'm not ... so I'm just be-
ing honest."

Her breast intentions seem to be working. An-
drews said she was surprised that people actu-
ally started donating to the cause. "I thought
people would just laugh and keep riding, but
they're like hey here's some money," she said.

It's unclear what her operation would cost, but
plenty of sites on the subject advertise im-
plants for around $3,000. Andrews didn't say
how much she's raised so far.
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By Tony Choufati

Stunning homosexuality true facts brought to you in a fiction style with a fictitious
Private Investigator Harry Mandel and special character agent Allegra Fiore.

And when someone sins and confesses, he said,
God not only forgives but forgets.

"We don't have the right to not forget,” he said.
Harry and Allegra did not stop looking into each
other eyes in disbelief. So who is right Allegra
asked: ‘Pope Benedict XVI, signed a document
in 2005 that said men with deep-rooted homosex-
ual tendencies should not be priests”

Harry replied look what The Guardian wrote:
‘One priest was so distraught by the attempts to
blackmail him as well as his sense of guilt that he
covered himself in petrol in front of the other
priest with whom he was in a relationship and set
himself alight. He died, whilst the surviving
priest lives with a huge psychological burden.”
Allegra responded but don’t you think this is
good news: ‘As his remarks on the plane imply,
an opening towards honesty in Catholic attitudes
to homosexuality and gay people must form a
part of what Francis was elected by the cardinals
to do: reform the Vatican. It is a huge task’

Hey Harry did you read this: “This week Pope
Francis himself, in a private audience, appears
to have acknowledged what he called a “gay
lobby” operating inside the Vatican, vying for
power and influence.” “‘Look at this too” she said:
‘Before his retirement on Feb. 28, the reports
said, Benedict had been worn down by corrup-
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tion scandals — including what they said was a
network of gay priests inside the Vatican who
used blackmail to gain influence and trade in
state secrets’.

A secret dossier compiled by three cardinals
Benedict had asked to investigate a leaks scandal
at the Vatican last year had revealed the network,
which also included lay people who were aware
of gay clerics inside the Vatican and who were in
a position to blackmail them, the reports said.
(http:/lwww.foxnews.com/world/2013/07/29/
pope-francis-says-wont-judge-gay-priests/)
Harry suddenly came to his feet and poured an-
other glass of scotch came back and sat beside
Allegra saying: ‘Well | believe we have enough
beaten this dead horse let’s move on to phase
two’ ‘And what is that’ she asked ‘But first let
me ask you why did you come to Copacabana’
Harry took a long sip of his iced scotch then said:
‘It is the place where Pope Francis visited last
and | was inspired to come here and | was right
because Monsignor Vercelli was expecting my
visit 1 don’t know how but he apparently knew
about my visit’ Harry giggled whispering to him-
self “It must be the Holy Spirit’

The sound of the jumbo jet wheels hitting the
airport tarmac awakened Harry while Allegra’s
head laid comfortably on his shoulder


http://www.foxnews.co

‘Wake up we just landed in Rome’. She moved
her head up open her eyes and threw a glance
from the window ‘Leonardo Da Vinci you could
not have drawn a better airport’ she said.

After going through a painful customs check they
both walked out the airport on a cold rainy day.
‘Taxi’ Harry yelled the taxi driver brought down
the passenger window ‘dove si sta andando’
Harry replied ‘come muc a Villa Napoli’ *20 Dol-
lars senior’

Villa Napoli was a three story villa very well
maintained and very elegant from the inside and
the rooms were spacious and clean smelling like
fresh rose water. They each went to their rooms
to freshen up and agreed to meet in the dining
room at 7:00 PM.

After dinner Harry and Allegra sat at the bar for a
final drink before turning in when the barman
told Harry ‘I have been waiting for both of you to
finish dinner before giving you this’ He handed
Harry an envelope in it was a note from John Al-
right curator of the British Library and it read:
‘Harry you are looking in the wrong place and
the wrong city you need to come to London li-
brary after midnight and ring the bell ten times
try to make it tonight | have what you are looking
for’

The flight from Leonardo da Vinci International
airport to Heathrow London took almost three
hours and it was close to eleven PM when Harry
reached for his cell and dialed 44 20 7930 7705.
A deep voice answered “‘Hello” “Its Harry we are
at the airport’ ok see you when you get here’
Harry signaled to a driving by taxi he hopped in
with Allegra and told the driver *14 St James’s
Square.” ‘“The London Library’ the driver com-
mented.

The 17 miles drive took 35 minutes as the driver
dropped them off at the library main entrance.
After ringing the bell ten times as instructed John
the curator appeared behind the half-opened door
and whispered ‘Please come in’ Harry and Alle-
gra followed him as he led them to a dimmed
room full of bookshelves and he pointed at a
desk with desk lamp shining over a 1600 years
old manuscript ‘Oh my God! The Codex Sinaiti-
cus’ let out Allegra. ‘What is it?’ asked her
Harry. ‘I will leave you two alone now you have

VOICE OF UNITY
LERETNON
TIMES

till 4:00 Am to leave the same way you came in’
said the curator.

Allegra sat behind the desk while Harry sat fac-
ing her while she started explaining.

‘Codex Sinaiticus (The Sinai Book) is one of the
most important books in the world. Handwritten
well over 1600 years ago, the manuscript con-
tains the Christian Bible in Greek, including the
oldest complete copy of the New Testament. Its
heavily corrected text is of outstanding impor-
tance for the history of the Bible and the manu-
script — the oldest substantial book to survive An-
tiquity — is of supreme importance for the history
of the book.’

‘There are more explanations about the Codex
Sinaiticus, a manuscript of the Christian Bible
written in the middle of the fourth century, con-
tains the earliest complete copy of the Christian
New Testament. The hand-written text is in
Greek. The New Testament appears in the origi-
nal vernacular language (koine) the common
language of the Greeks from the close of the
classical period to the Byzantine era. And the Old
Testament in the version, known as the Septua-
gint (The Septuagint (also known as the LXX) is
a translation of the Hebrew Bible into the Greek
language. The name “Septuagint” comes from
the Latin word for seventy. The tradition is that
70 (or 72) Jewish scholars were the translators
behind the Septuagint.) That was adopted by
early Greek-speaking Christians. In the Codex,
the text of both the Septuagint and the New Tes-
tament has been heavily annotated by a series of
early correctors. The significance of Codex Si-
naiticus for the reconstruction of the Christian
Bible's original text, the history of the Bible and
the history of Western book-making is immense.’

Harry looked amazingly surprised by what he has
just heard ‘Can we also use the New Testament
in this book in our study? ‘Absolutely we can and
we should there is this project called The Codex
Sinaiticus Project’ She was interrupted by Harry
‘OK tell me about it’

Allegra adjusted her posture saying: ‘The Codex
Sinaiticus Project is an international collabora-
tion to reunite the entire manuscript in digital
form and make it accessible to a global audience
for the first time. (To be Continued in the Next Edition )
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Zest in the West at Chateau Crystale

The Kroger Foundation held  Kroger dujs—s couldl
the sixth festival of food and =¥ sShell Lualid) ol yeal
beverage in Chateau Crystale  Chateau & <las dally
where most important restau- (2 @SS S Crystale
rants participated in the pres-  amelball aal pa el 13a
entation of world’s food and ~ log el 4030l ol sall

beverage. These are some
snapshots:
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James B. Comey In Houston
NEW FBI NATIONAL DIRECTOR

FBI Houston Special Agent in Charge
Stephen L. Morris is proud to host FBI Di-
rector James B. Comey, the new presiden-
tially appointed seventh Director of the FBI,
in Houston today October 25™ 2013. Leba-
non Times magazine was invited to cover
this news. On September 4, 2013, James B.
Comey was sworn in as the seventh Director
of the FBI.

In the Home of Dr. Joseph Abou Sleiman

Dr. Joseph Abou Sleiman and his
wife Rita held a dinner gala in
their home. Among the guests
were Dr. Nizar charafaldin and his
wife Hala, Lebanon Times, Ms.
Mary Ashkar and the kibee was
the victim of the attendance.
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Make a Wish Dolly

Some friends wanted to surprise
Dolly Baaklini, Samih Baaklini
spouse on the occasion of her
birthday with a dinner at restaurant
Max and Julie. And on the rhythm
of the song happy birthday, Dolly
extinguished the celebration candle
surrounded by friends. Lebanon
Times wishes Dolly a one hundred
birthday.
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Max and Julie prbs & Ladds
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Happy Birthday Souheil

Suheil Ghaoui put out the felici-
tous candles on the occasion of
his birthday while closing his
eyes and making many wishes.

The magazine to Lebanon
Times wishes him many more

happy years.
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Happy Birthday
Monica Garcia

Monica Garcia blew out her
birthday candles surrounded by
her family, love ones, and
friends. Lebanon Times
Magazine wishes her and her
spouse Sheriff Adrian Garcia
happiness and eternal health and
many more to come.
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Irena Sahyoun
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the proud parents.

Welcome to the Baby Girl Hanna Mirza

Dr. Brian Mirza and his wife 15,00 o) )y eiSall 33,
Susan were blessed with a new- il 33 ¢ gy (51 ) g aciliic
born baby girl and Lebanon Uaay clia aul Lele LGl
Times Magazine wishes her ., AR v o) ol
many years full of health and ;4 ;. siae i
happiness and congratulations to e i i
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A Cup of Cappuccino
at Fuzzy's Pizza

At the invitation of Rafik El-Hajjar owner of Fuzzy's
Pizza some close friends attended to taste cappuccino of
true Italian original at his restaurant located at 8914
Westheimer Rd.
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Saleem ( Sam ) A. Jaoude

Freedom of Press!

Your civil rights are the protections and
privileges of personal liberty given to all
American citizens by law, as specified in the
Constitution.

The freedom of speech; you have the right
to speak freely without censorship.

How much freedom do we really have?

Freedom of Speech was once only for the
rich and powerful.

Now, thanks to the Bill of Rights, Free
Speech is a protected right for everyone.
Most people don’t realize that 200 years have

passed since the First Amendment was rati-
fied.

Most immigrants don’t really realize how
important this amendment is.

YOU NEED TO KNOW THE BOUNDA-
RIES because FREEDOM doesn’t mean you
can abuse the system!

Thanks to John Peter Zenger.

In 1735 the Trial of John Peter Zenger is
often seen as the cornerstone court case of
American press freedom.

The press is responsible for the Discovery of
Truth, checking Abuse of Governmental
Power, facilitating Participation by Citizens
in Political Decision-Making & Creating a
More Interesting Community.

The Press protects your right to know!!!

HAPPY BIRTH AY
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