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Mayor Parker Honored
with
National Arts Award

Houston Mayor Annise Parker has received the National Award
for Local Arts Leadership for cities with a population of 100,000
or more from the Americans for the Arts, the nation’s leading non-
profit organization for advancing the arts and arts education.

“Mayor Parker embodies the best of what a civic leader can do to
promote the arts,” said Robert L. Lynch, president and CEO of
Americans for the Arts. “She understands the important role the
arts play in advancing the economy and uniting communities.
Americans for the Arts applauds Mayor Parker’s accomplishments
and the efforts made by all civic leaders to support and promote
arts and arts education nationwide.”

For 17 years as a council member, controller and now Mayor of
Houston, Mayor Parker has been an avid supporter of the arts. As a
council member she shepherded a civic art ordinance that sets
aside 1.75% of qualifying capital improvement projects. She in-
troduced and passed an ordinance to use the Hotel Occupancy Tax
to provide an unprecedented amount of funding -up to $86 million
over 5 years -for arts and cultural organizations and programming.

“Arts and culture contribute to our quality of life and are an ex-
pression of the soul of a city,” remarked Mayor Parker. “Houston
prides itself on being the most diverse city in the nation. Our cul-
tural communities are a big part of that. Through public policy and
funding opportunities, we are working hard to grow and expand
arts and culture projects in our City. | want to thank you for this
award. It is truly humbling to have our efforts recognized.”
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Mediterranean Grill
and Hookah Lounge

Your Table Is Waiting

There are numerous restaurants in Houston,
yet a table at Kabab Avenue says you know where to try for
authentic menus and the atmosphere to sooth the night.
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OUR SPECIALTY SANDWICHES

Any Sandwich comes with a side dish of your choice
(Hummus, Baba Ghanouj, Fries or Rice)

Makanik e Beef Philly Steak ~— laMd
Sojok o Beef Burger AP
Chicken Liver — glesond Chicken Sub  cus3bds
Lamb Brain Slels Haloumi Cheese (o
Lamb Tongue oL

FIRE UP YOUR TASTE BUDS WITH
OUR DELICIOUS HEALTHY GRILLS

Served with a side dish of your choice
(Hummus, Baba Ghanouj, Fries or Rice)

,:JUJ\/j{,‘eJ\C‘j‘.G cg,w\&\j\él

(,ﬂ\.&g;)

Beef Kabab Kabab Halabi
Lamb Kabab Kabab Eggplant
Shish Tawook Kabab Orfali
Kafta Kabab Grilled Chicken
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P Traditional
Hookah

Pineapple
Head

FRESH FRUIT JUICE - les

(All our Fruits are Freshly Squeezed)

Orange Juice

Lemonade with mint

Melon Juice

Mango Juice

Carrot Juice

Pineapple Juice

Strawberry Smoothie Eruit Cocktail
Jalab ) e
Mango Smoothie
Banana Shake

Fruit Cocktail (Juice)
Fruit Cocktail (Chunks)
Fresh Fruit Plate
Avocado Smoothie
Tropical Avenue

Avocado
/' Smoothie

Ta YvdLS3IM

HILCROFT RD.

3330 Hillcroft Rd, Suite T,
Houston, TX 77057

713 517-5163 | 832 834-5833




BRILLIANT Lecture Series
presents Lunchtime
Conversations With

Brilliant Lecture Series held a lunch with
Mayor Annise Parker honoring her for the
recent award of ‘seventh place’ in the 2014
World Mayor Prize, organized by the City
Mayors Foundation. It highlighted a key
accomplishment of her administration: the
impact that the economic development of the
infrastructure had on the quality of life and
tourism. During the lunch, Mayor Parker
spoke about the economy and the future of
Houston. Some stills by Julia Nader.
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Philippe Nassif with the Lebanese community

Shuck & Eliana Jaoude held a reception at Byblos Café, in support of Philippe Nassif who is running for a
Houston City Council at Large position 1. The event was attended by some of the sons of the Lebanese commu-
nity with whom the candidate discussed his plans for Houston's future. Here are some stills by Julia Nader.
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Visit our newest location in 716 Highway 6 (at University Blvd]

Sugar Land! ’

(281)313-3144
Travel around the world with taste. w/. Dt Thio

DUNVALE BEECHNUT SHADOWBRIAR
8383 Westheimer Rd #112 4738 Beechnul 12360 Westheimer Rd, Ste A
Houston, TX 77063 Houston, TX 77096 Houston, TX 77077
(713)532-0666 (713)666-4644 (2B1)556-8390




Cover Story

The
Thief

Before resurrection, we must open a window on
theft ... We know very well that there are thieves who
steal from homes and institutions, and steal safes and
rob banks and invade the state treasury. There are
thieves who steal in the name of the people,
representatives and ministers who rob the country.

Is it possible for a thief to steal paradise in one
second?

He was the thief who was crucified on the right of
Jesus Christ, known as Dismas or Titus. We will
adopt ‘Dismas’ as his name reportedly means
“mortal” in Greek.

Paradise was stolen by Dismas, a notorious criminal.

Dismas was bleeding and had to lift his body with
torn muscles, to grasp a bit of air when he heard the
thief on the left of Jesus mock Him. “If you are the
Christ, save yourself and save us.” Dismas said “We
deserve death for what we have done, but this man
has done nothing wrong.” Then turning to Jesus
Christ, he said “Lord, remember me when you come
into your kingdom.”

The answer came to him quickly. “Truly, | say to you
that today you will be with me in Paradise.”

The thief Dismas, struggling at his last moments,
recalled his evil deeds with criminals, and how he
intercepted passers-by and robbed them including the
Holy Family on their way to Egypt fleeing the wrath
of Herod.

But the thief Dismas also remembered that he had
returned to the Holy Family the stolen goods and
accompanied them to the borders to protect them
from any harm. He did not realize that the day would
come when he would be crucified next to the infant
who is now the Lord.

11  Lebanon Times
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Back then, the thief looked at baby Jesus with
reverence and respect and saw a halo surrounding the
baby’s head. He asked the Virgin Mary if he could
carry the baby and receive His love.

Dismas accompanied the family to the border. When
he noticed baby Jesus sweating, he pulled his
handkerchief and wiped the baby’s brow.

The sweat gave out a fragrance like essence. He did
that several times until the tissue was well wet.
Dismas pulled out a small bottle from his bag,
squeezed the tissue in the bottle for the sweat drops
and saved the bottle as a future blessing.

Infant Jesus looked at his mother Mary and told her:
“This thief Dismas who escorted us will be crucified
to my right but will enter Paradise because of his
faith. The thief on my left, Doumakhos will perish.”

Dismas was canonized and today we celebrate his
sainthood on March 25",

In Europe Dismas became the patron of prisoners.

Dismas, the thief of Paradise sought Jesus’ last
minute favor when many,including a few of His own
disciples, believed that His death was the end of His
Kingdom.

Lebanon Times comment: Now tell me dear reader,
when you are in trouble do the ones you thought were
your friends come to your help? Or are they like Peter
waiting for the rooster to crow? Or do they run scared
like rabbits?

Very few are familiar with this story, therefore, we
present it to you as a gift during this Easter Season.
Happy Easter to all of you.

(This story needs verification from the Church.)



Brian Mirza, MD, FACS
Weight Loss Surgery

Dr. Mirza is a leading provider of weight loss surgery in the area. He
has been voted as Top Surgeon by H Texas Magazine three years in a
row. He is fellowship trained in minimally invasive Bariatric Surgery
at the world-renowned CLEVELAND CLINIC FOUNDATION.

Brian Mirza, MD, FACS offers laparoscopic surgical weight loss 1 Ll [ ’
procedures including: .
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At 310 pounds on the scale, I knew it was time for
weight loss surgery. I went on the internet and did
some researching, which is where I came across Dr.
Mirza. I asked around and after hearing great things my
decision was final, so I made my appointment. The staff
was nothing but caring and compassionate throughout
my entire experience and remains so to this day. Since
losing 132 pounds my life has finally started. Before, I
never wanted to go out with my friends and would only
work out in my garage. Now I am out and about, and
have no problem going to the gym. Recently I tried on
some clothes that I wore in the eighth grade, and they
were too big! I couldn’t be happier with the results and
would highly recommend Dr. Mirza to anyone looking
into weight loss surgery. I have said it before and I will
say it again....I'm a brand new person!

I have always struggled with my weight. Being 345
Ibs., I was a prisoner inside my own body. Simply put,
I was miserable and felt my life was passing me by.
When I came to Dr. Mirza’s office in April 2011, I knew
I was in good hands. Since the surgery I have lost 175
Ibs! I have literally shed a whole other person! My days
of suffering quietly and feeling terrible about myself
for who I was, and what I had become are way behind
me... they are now my PAST! Now I feel healthier than
ever and I can enjoy life with my loved ones and live
life to the fullest! Dr. Mirza is a great surgeon, a great
listener and a great person in general. I trust Dr. Mirza
so much I have recommended him to many others
including my own sister!

Omar Before

Bariatric Care Centers
For more information and 5757 Westheimér Rd., Suite 104

success stories visit our site! HO“St(’“a X 77057

CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE

" o YOUR APPOINTMENT!
www.DrBrianMirza.com P:713.330.1353,01 888 DR.MIRZA



Jﬁﬁ‘ (ééaﬂ\

4

Cod
12 95

dalaall Jda ¢ SH o (e S8 Ul Laginatiad
S aay g Selianll Aalandl e S3 el gl
Aalaall gl A il el il Dlaia¥) 5 asent s
O arhaing o)y gl Y eliarall (e ((S3I gl gl
@\L_\_uu Y oeleanl) dalaall Wile glcay dcay (s
I 613 g ddayy (anst ()

O als LSl Legalu iyl i) kil Ul
O JS ganil (5 AT 5 el ISl 31 jlal 3aa) 5 gaaill
C oS35V e Ay Jaay

Cll A G g8 pe Jadd) e Adal gl culia slad
24 aadae Mol ) el ey LS 128 atoxe
O oAl (i B gl (A J Al are e gy
Lty clelad sae carie 5 (S35 Y1 el G5l
Laaa Lusd) a7l S clelaa) cilial g3
b Leaail dad) Uy ) e 83Mal) Linaa g
288 A ghaa 11330 san danl) ol L g8 LT g 33MEl
M asae M (5S aa 5 13l 5 L)

B2gae Gjba i ol (8 Aubud) Je can

13 Lebanon Times

LB saal5 488 gl aa o Y (Jada W) e
oy i Glu ava Ul il Jle
o oS3 Ay, el S

ae & A K Al L gaasle Y1 Ayl
JS ahaal (S @l J eald (s 5 (S meadl
A s oed AUl Al Wl el Sl ciliay
A4l miadll de B lewi 12 Fu )5 A el
3 pualin Auan Al (S Jlsha | 4S50V
C oSSVl (e

Legra paa¥) deaidl 538 gl o)) s | ke o
Oamay U Slaad) slual) 5088 Legi of b (S
C oA e jaal gl s 5 ~ LSl

Lsl<d plad a0 gy a3 3 a6l A eladl
Oy L Lagie Ll aay (S ALY 2 sy Uliad)
(Juial) 3 ) )luall Laghaal s Laa puma) Ula oy ¥ 08
Al oy Callghall JS e 3350l ad Gsieall
(e (e ) adas 3 galag

AL oliadl g Lagal) plasl lad) oy 8 oy il Ul g



-

e

Tt -—1T
Mk ks et e

-
o i i T

Lebanese everywhere brag about “Jabby,” espe-
cially if they come from South Lebanon. And
rightly so. Born in Muskogee, Oklahoma of
Lebanese-American parents from Marjayoun in
1923, James “Jabby” Jabara had a rather brief but
super-active life as a first-class aviator. He was
25 yrs old when he flew his first jet aircraft, the
USAF Lockheed F-80 Shooting Star. He scored
many victories against the German fighters, as
well as becoming the second highest-scoring
U.S. Ace of the Korean War. Wikipedia lists 35
medals Jabby received during his short life. This
5’5” brave young man with imperfect vision
(determined to become a pilot, he ate 20 carrots a
day) graduated from Wichita (KS) North High
School, in May 1942.

15 Lebanon Times

Jawms
((Jabby11

Jabara

The
Brave
die
Young

In October 1943 he received his commission as
Second Lieutenant at Moore Field, TX. He shot
down multiple Soviet-built MiG-15 jets during
the Korean War. He flew the Lockheed F-104
Starfighter and the first supersonic bomber, the
Convair B-58.

Achievements and honors continued to accumu-
late, then tragedy struck. Not in the airways, as
you would expect, but on a minor Florida road.
In Nov. 1966, riding to his new home in a car
driven by his 16-yr old daughter, they crashed
and both died, our Son of Lebanon instantly, his
daughter two days later. They are buried in the
same grave in the Arlington National Cemetery.
Take them some flowers when you visit the capi-
tal next time.



HONORS

Each year, the U.S. Air force Academy Alumni
Association bestows the Jabara Award on their
most accomplished graduate. The Kansas Aviation
Museum included him to its Hall of Fame in 2006.
If you fly to Wichita, Kansas , you may land in
The Colonel James Jabara Airport.

Lebanon Times comment: The Lebanese have per-
formed their best in the Diaspora, while the natives
back home are still searching for their first hero.

www.shawarmakingonline.com
3121 Hillcroft at Richmond, Houston ,TX 77057 Tel :713 784 8882 / Fax : 713 784 0686
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Are You Willing To Marry Again? Avoid These Mistakes!

Sometimes, divorce is necessary to end a strenu-
ous situation between a man and a woman.
Whatever the reasons behind divorce, there is
suffering and agony for both sides, especially for
women. Some women endeavor to marry again
and quickly, while others give themselves some
time to revise what happened and learn from the
past to avoid potential mistakes in the future.

A British study confirmed that a woman who is
willing to marry again soon after her divorce
may fall in some traps. What are these mistakes?

Don’t show that you’re anxious to get
remarried

After divorce, some women show their eagerness
to get married to another man. Don’t rush into
talking about marriage, because this may frighten
some men especially those who don’t like hasty
responsibility. You don’t have to rush, otherwise
your man will run away . So, be quiet and cool-
headed as much as you can. Try to get to know
the man you’ve just met, because he may not be
your dream knight.

Do Not Miss Your Marriage Train Again
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Some women are too meek and that may lead the
man to think that she doesn't have a strong per-
sonality. He might think that your only concern
IS to catch him . Raise your self-esteem after
your divorce so you will not come across as a
weak woman and miss your marriage train
again.

Get Rid Of Any Divorce Pains

When a woman meets a man, she might not be
able to hide her sorrows. You need at least one
year to be free of any divorce grief, in contrast to
the man who can forget what happened in just
few months.

Don’t Speak A Lot About Your Ex-
husband

Some women unconsciously don’t stop talking
about their divorce and former husband. Be care-
ful, this can tell the man that you are unable to
forget him, may be because you still love him ,
and this may cause the new chap to take off.
Don’t Make Excuses for Your Divorce

Some women keep justifying their divorce. In
this case, the new man may think that as you got



divorced the first time, you may ask him the
same in the future. So, it may cross his mind that
divorce is your new hobby.

Don’t Try to Choose a Man Who is

Similar to Your Ex-husband

This is a very big mistake a divorced woman
may fall in, in which she looks for a man who is
a replica of her ex. You have to know that no
person is the same as any other.

Don’t Introduce Your Kids To A Man

Who You’ve Just Met

The studies point out that some divorced women
try to introduce their kids to their new men early
on. They might lose the opportunity again, be-
cause the man needs to know you and your per-
sonality first. He is not ready to get involved
with your kids.

Don’t Marry After Divorce Immediately
There may be a reaction and revenge from you or
from the ex-husband. Know that a marriage
based on revenge action, doesn’t last!

Preserve Your Dignity

The study added that some women lose their
moral principles after divorce in which they feel
free to date more than one man. This can cause a
woman to lose her self-esteem and dignity.
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Don’t Tell Your Old Stories

Some women love to tell the new man their sad
stories with their former spouses as a way to earn
his pity and sympathy. This is a big mistake. Be
careful, the man doesn’t want to know such sto-
ries.

Everyone Has His/her Drawbacks

Some women yearn to find a perfect man who
thoroughly differs from their ex. This may also
let you lose your time and opportunity to get
married again, since there is no perfect person as
long as each one of us has his/her drawbacks.
Impossibilities

It is one of the impossibilities to fall in love with
the very first man you meet after divorce. The
study confirms that this is an impossible matter,
because the divorce subsequences do not vanish
that fast, especially with women who still love
their exes.

No Comparisons

The worth thing for a new prospect is to com-
pare him with another one in every single trait .
Unfortunately, some women think that this can
raise his passion spirit toward her and make him
be closer to her.
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